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Saint John the Forerunner as a Model for our Lives
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas
The Honorable Forerunner is the person who was praised by Christ more than anybody
else: "Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptist" (Lk. 7:28a). He is the greatest of the Prophets, not in age since he only lived thirty
years, but in terms of grace and glory, because he was made worthy not only to see, but
to baptize "the proclaimed" Messiah. But then Christ went on to stress that the least in
the Kingdom of God is greater than Saint John the Forerunner ((Lk. 7:28b). He said this,
according to the interpretation of the Divine Chrysostom, to avoid the crowds being
dragged away in their exaggerations with this praise and consider John higher than the
God-man Christ. But according to another interpretation, by the fourth century
ecclesiastical writer Didymus the Blind, the youngest of the Holy Apostles, Saint John the
Theologian, is greater than the Forerunner, since the Apostles are greater than the
Prophets.

He was born of an infertile woman and was the fruit of prayer. As a fetus of six months in
the womb of Elizabeth he received the grace of the Holy Spirit and leaped when the
Panagia met his mother who with her mouth had prophesied and named Mary the
Mother of God. The name John, which he received, was a gift from God, just as he was.
His ascetic life scandalized many of his contemporaries who could not understand his angelic way of life, and they criticized
him as being possessed by demons. This fact, of course, where people criticize another person because they do not live the
way they do, but in a different way, occurred in other periods as well, just as it occurs today, since today also there are many
who criticize that which they cannot understand by their own reasoning; they can only understand that which exists and what
they feel. In other words, beyond logic there also exists the heart, which when it gets drunk with the strong wine of the
uncreated grace of the Holy Spirit, renounces all false graces of this fleeting life. The Holy Fathers call this drunkenness
"sobriety". When someone tastes of the love of God, then they despise all other loves, towards material things that is,
because they find them false.
The Honorable Forerunner prepared the people to receive Christ. His preaching was a preaching of repentance. His words
were filled with bravery and power. He did not flinch nor hesitate to take on the establishment of his time. He rebuked the
lawlessness of King Herod. Even the Pharisees, who oppressed the people by burdening them with heavy and unbearable
loads, he called serpents and a brood of vipers. He was a forerunner to Christ even in Hades and with joy, as we chant in his
Apolytikion, he preached to those deceased from ages past that "God has appeared in the flesh".
We will proceed to emphasize three points, taking occasion by the events of his life, as well as his experience and deeds.
First, that he was accused of being demon possessed because his life, which he dedicated to God, was different from most
others. He did not live in the city, but he fled into the desert, where he lived as an ascetic. He did not eat food, but fed on
akrides, which are the tips or edges of plants, and wild honey. And today, unfortunately, there is confrontation from many
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when someone decides, especially if they are young and educated, to dedicate their life to Christ and His Church as a Priest
or as a Monk. And if they do not call him demon possessed, surely they say that something happened to his mind. In most
cases people who are opposed and inflict a large number of obstacles and difficulties are not atheists and those outside the
Church, but rather those who go to church and honor the Saints who followed the same path. If this isn't an absurdity then
what is?
Second, if he rebuked the lawlessness of Herod and hypocrisy of the Pharisees, he did it out of love and not hatred, since he
was passionless and "full of the Holy Spirit". His purpose was not to humiliate them, but to correct and heal them.
Today there is the mentality to justify our mistakes and our passions by citing Holy Scripture and the Lives of Saints for
support. In this way many curse, slander and taint reputations supposedly for the glory of God. The Saints, when they are
forced to rebuke, they did it with pain, love and much prayer for the persons concerned and after having exhausted all other
means.
Third, the events of the life of the Honorable Forerunner, both the pleasant and the painful, he considered as coming
straight from God, since apart from His will nothing can take place. Indeed, not only his birth but the other circumstances of
his life took place because it was the will of God, and his death took place by divine economy, so that he may preach "to
those in Hades".
The same happens with every one of us. God knows us even before we were born, since He is the cause of our creation. He
loves us more than we think and cares for each of us individually. Nothing happens in our life by accident. Failures, setbacks
and even the most painful diseases are allowed by the God of love, because when dealt with properly they can prove to be
the greatest blessings. How many did not repent and become authentic people after a hard adventure or a severe illness?
Trust in the love and providence of God is the most stable support even when confronting the greatest setbacks. It removes
insecurities and stress and puts us in the right perspective for a calm and proper treatment of the most difficult problems.
Source: Ekklesiastiki Paremvasi, "ΙΩΑΝΝΗΣ Ο ΠΡΟΔΡΟΜΟΣ", January 2001. Translated by John Sanidopoulos.

GODPARENTS/GODCHILDREN SUNDAY
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2019
On this special day, we encourage Godparents and Godchildren to worship
together at the Divine Liturgy. We will offer prayers of re-dedication during
the Divine Liturgy. Sunday Church School classes will not meet that day.
The St. Sophia Mothers Club will host a reception following the Divine Services.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
2019
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† Emanuel “Mike” Stringas, age 89, December 13, 2018

Fr. Mark’s Pastoral Post - Its
Good Shepherd Pantry Ministry Thanksgiving Meal Appreciation- After many years of providing a frozen turkey
and the “fixings” for our Good Shepherd Pantry patrons at Thanksgiving, our Parish served a hot, fresh
Thanksgiving dinner this past November. We served approximately 100 people and provided dinner for the
residents of Joseph House. Joseph House helps military veterans recover from various addictions. We had over
100 parishioners of all ages help in preparing, setting up, serving, cleaning up, and spending time with our guests.
It was truly an offering of Christ’s love for our neighbors.
Thank you to all who volunteered to make this activity come to fruition. We appreciate everyone who provided
from their financial resources, their time, and their talent! We offer a special “thank you” to George Kalemanis,
Gus Poneris, Nick Georgiton, and Alex Jonson who prepared the delicious meal.
Marriage Prep Seminar- The first Marriage Preparation Seminar for 2019 will take place on Saturday, February 9,
2019 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We will supply the text, “The Journey of Marriage”, for the seminar. Please
contact Fr. Mark (513.591.0030 or frmark@htsnchurch.org) to reserve your space. All couples intending to marry
at Holy Trinity – St. Nicholas Church are required to participate in the Marriage Preparation Seminar.
A Note of Thanks- We express our sincere appreciation to Elaine Snyder, who has “retired” from volunteering at
the church office. Elaine assisted in the office for a nearly a decade. Thank you for offering your time and talent!
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Parish Ministries and Organizations
PHILOPTOCHOS…Carrie Petrou

OVER FIFTY CLUB…Maria Freeman

What a wonderful way to end another year - with the
success of our Sweet Treats from the Greeks bake sale. We
thank you ALL for supporting our big fundraising event of
the year. The funds that we raise from this event supports
many worthwhile charities and causes, nationally as well as
locally.

Over 50's is back and we meet the third Saturday of each
month at noon. My name is Maria Freeman and I have
taken over for Ann Jonson as President of Over Fifty Club.
Please come and join us for fellowship and fun. Membership
is only $20.00 a year, and would love to see more of our
Parish family come and join in on our fun. We eat, laugh,
play games, talk and win prizes too! If you would like to join
please contact me at 513-432-2946 or come to our next
meeting.

With that in mind…..we would like to invite & treat YOU to
our Vasilopita Luncheon on Sunday, January 6th after the
Divine Liturgy. We would ask those that could to please
bake & bring a Vasilopita for our Vasilopita Auction. It is fun
to hear how much one is willing to pay for something out of
your own kitchen! What a wonderful way to start the New
Year with giving. St. Basil’s Academy, the home for Greek
Orthodox Children in need, is owned by the National
Philoptochos. Society. ALL auction proceeds will go directly
to the support of this wonderful home. So, bring your
appetite, Vasilopita and your best bids for our auction.
Again, we appreciate all you do year round for our
Philoptochos Chapter. Happy New Year!

Maids of Athena…Evanthia Sansone
The Maids of Athena would like to thank everyone for
supporting our Vasilopita sale. We would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Imagine
on a cold winter’s day in February eating a hot cup of soup
to warm yourself up and that’s exactly what you could do
with our soup sale in February. It will be soupalicious!

Thanks and hope to see you there soon.

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE…Vera Manolakas
Daughters had their December meeting and Christmas
dinner at Ferrari's Little Italy.
It was well attended. A small presentation was given in
honor of Helen Nicholas who is the recipient of the 2018
Daughters of Penelope Daughter of the Year. We then had
dinner and exchanged gifts. Some of the spouses were able
to join us. A good time was had by all.
Our January and February meetings will be held on
Saturdays for lunches in various restaurants.
We thank everyone for their support of our baklava sale. It
is our primary fund raiser. We decide at our May meeting
which charities we would like to support for the year.
Happy New Year!

Live Broadcast
In December, we upgraded our live broadcast to HD quality. The result has given us a far superior picture and better sound
quality. We have had a few glitches along the way, but we think the upgrade is complete. To make this upgrade, we invested
in a high quality camera, which was a onetime expense. The HD quality uses more bandwidth, which makes the ongoing
streaming expense more expensive. The good news is that we purchased a camera which allows us to produce two
broadcasts streams at the same time. This allows us to stream to our website and to Facebook. This is good news because
there is no cost to broadcast on Facebook. Although the Facebook feed will not be live 24 hour a day, it will be available for
all services. It is not necessary to have a Facebook account to view the broadcast live. We encourage everyone to bookmark
this link: https://www.facebook.com/htsnchurch/
On our website “Live Broadcast” page, we will continue to broadcast 24 hours a day. We have already received many
positive comments on the quality of the new equipment. We hope that when it is needed, this Multimedia Ministry will be
available for your family.
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Youth Ministries
Please read the following information carefully. We have a busy Spring full of incredible growth opportunities ahead of us.
Also, one of the most important elements of youth ministry is the spiritual growth of our adults. My hope is that each of you
(especially our Young Adults) would make every effort to attend our weekly reading group and Bible study held on Monday
and Wednesday evenings respectively at 7:00 pm. Beginning January we are reading Beginning to Pray by Met. Anthony
Bloom with Mr. Nick in reading group, and Bible Study is continuing with the Gospel of Luke with Fr. Mark.
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Memorial Service Requirements at Holy Trinity – St. Nicholas Church in Cincinnati, OH
A Memorial Service is typically conducted for a departed Orthodox Christian on the 40 th day, 6 month, 1 year and 3-year anniversary
from the date of death. The Church conducts 4 Saturday of Souls Memorial services throughout the year to commemorate all departed.
If you would like to schedule a Memorial Service, you must contact the church office at least TWO (2) weeks in advance of the desired
date. Please note that there are certain days when Memorial Services are not offered.
REQUIRED *Koliva (boiled wheat mixed with various ingredients such as walnuts, raisins, sesame, spices and powdered sugar). The
koliva is made for the departed and to remind us of Jesus’ words in John 12:24 -- “Truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” The image of the grain of wheat dying in order to bear fruit signifies that Christ’s death will give life to the world. This affirms God’s promise that those who have died in Christ will rise again to life.
We have several parishioners that prepare Koliva for a Memorial Service. Please call the church office (513.591.0030) for contact information.
OPTIONAL:
*Altar Flowers may be ordered through the church office in memory of the departed. Check to be payable to “HTSN GOC”. The donation
for Altar Flowers is $30.
*Sponsorship of Fellowship Coffee Hour may be arranged through the church office in memory of the departed, subject to availability.
The donation to sponsor a Fellowship Coffee Hour is $50. Check to be payable to “HTSN GOC”.
*Please Note:
-Photographs of the departed are NOT permitted on the table with the Koliva during the Memorial Service. You may place a photograph
of the departed in the hall if you sponsor the Fellowship Coffee Hour. There are no exceptions.
-Additional flowers (arrangements of any kind) are NOT permitted on or around the table with the Koliva during the Memorial Service. If
you desire flowers in memory of the departed, contact the church to donate Altar Flowers for that day. There are no exceptions.

DAYS WHEN MEMORIAL SERVICES ARE NOT OFFERED
September
8th………..…..Nativity of the Virgin Mary
9th – 13th.…..If any of these dates fall on Sunday - First day of Sunday Church School
14th …………..The Universal Elevation of the Holy Cross
November
21st …………..Entrance of the Virgin Mary into the Temple
December
25th…………...Christmas
January
6th...…………..Epiphany
February
2nd……………..Presentation of the Lord in the Temple
March
25th ……………Annunciation
August
6th……………..Transfiguration
15th……………Dormition of the Theotokos
The following days vary from year to year:
The Sunday immediately following a Saturday of Souls (40 Day Memorial is permitted)
The 1st Sun. of Lent (Sun. of Orthodoxy)
The 3rd Sun. of Lent (Veneration of the Holy Cross)
From the Saturday of Lazarus through, and including the Sunday of Thomas
Ascension Thursday
The Sunday of Pentecost
The Last Day of Sunday Church School (May)
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Strategic Planning Committee - Education Pillar
The purpose or strategy of the Education Pillar is to help “Promote the word of God within our families and our communities.” If
that sounds familiar it’s because it comes directly from our Parish’s Vision Statement, and it supports our Parish’s Mission
statement to “Proclaim, preserve and practice the Orthodox Christian faith, to glorify God, serve our community, and grow our
Parish, for the salvation of all.”
It is challenging to “promote” something in word or in deed, if we are not involved, if we do not participate and, as a result, if we
do understanding something. This is where Education comes in, and why it is so vital in our lives. Education, in the context of our
Church and Orthodox Christian Spiritual Life, is about accessing and participating in any number of the opportunities (i.e.
ministries, activities) with the intended result being spiritual growth and a life lived in Christ. It is in those opportunities that one
can find or generate inspiration, a sincere longing or desire to be “on fire for Christ.” Inspiration inevitably leads to participation
and service, and, for those who are so inclined, leadership: being an example for others and helping touch people lives in a
meaningful way.
You may have noticed that our Church is beginning to hold additional supplemental services during the week, such as Paraclesis, a
service of supplication to the Theotokos, and a Great Vespers service on Saturday, September 22, to help us enhance and grow in
the liturgical life of the Church. Attending Church services and worshipping God together as a community of believers (“The Body
of Christ”) is quintessential because worship in the Church's fundamental activity: the worship of God is the joining of man to God
in prayer and that is the basic function of Christ's Church.
There are also many activities across our many ministries within our Parish Family that directly contribute to the education of all of
us as the Body of Christ. Guest speakers, Bible Study, Orthodoxy 101, HOPE, JOY, GOYA, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, St.
Nicholas Camp, Vacation Church School are just a few examples of ministries are open to anyone who wants to better understand
and deepen their understanding of Scripture, Orthodox tradition and their relationship with God through the Church.
Education never truly ends. It is a life-long journey, one that allows all of us, together as a Parish family, to grow in our faith, to
worship together, to be in fellowship with each other, to serve God and His Church, and to bear witness to Christ by a life lived in
Christ. May God continue to bless you and your families, loved ones and friends, and our entire Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Parish
Family!

Outreach Ministries
Our thanks to everyone who participated in our Outreach Ministries through the holidays. The time, talent and
treasures dedicated to this ministries were overwhelming this year. The Good Shepherd Food Pantry has
expanded into a vital resource for the many families who seek help with basic food needs. Thanks to a generous
non-perishable food donation from St. Xavier High School and the monetary donations from our parishioners, we
begin the year with a fully stocked pantry. We also invested in new stainless steel shelving to better organize the food. The pantry
will continue to be open on Tuesday and Wednesday in 2019. We are looking for volunteers to help on those days. If you would be
interested in helping, please contact the Church Office.

Parish Announcement
Congratulations to Niko Priest, son of Daniel and Christina Priest, and his soccer team, LSO Challengers on winning the Ohio SAY
Soccer State Championship! Their team had a 18 - 0 season!
†Anne Genest, 91, of Shelbyville, Indiana passed away December 1, 2018. Her funeral was on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Carmel, Indiana. She was the beloved mother of Patricia Neuendorf, and
grandmother of Matthew, Christopher and Nathanael Neuendorf. May her memory be eternal.
Congratulations to parishioner, Danny Mortensen, whose book "Confessions of an Air Traffic Controller" was released on
December 14, 2018. The book is an autobiography of Adventure, Humor, Lack of Talent, and Terror by a Unique Aviator with a
Foreword by famed educator, speaker, and aviator, Rod Machado.
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Stewardship Message
By Nick Panagis

As we embark on a new year and having been asked to write my thoughts on what Stewardship means to me, the question that
comes to my mind is how should a person living in the Third Millennium, especially one living in the United States, approach and
understand the topic of Stewardship? Clearly it is not a new subject. We have all grown up hearing about it, being told what it
means, and instructed in how to practice it. Yet if our instruction had been as good as we recall it, if we had learned our lessons
well, if we truly understood the historic Orthodox Christian meaning of stewardship, wouldn't we be better stewards? Would not
our Churches be in better condition? The fact is that much of what we have learned about stewardship is either incorrect or only
partly correct. There are two main reasons for this: (1) Much of what we have learned and know is out of context, and (2) Much of
what we think is Christian teaching on stewardship actually isn’t: it has been influenced and imported in many ways by our culture.
Most Orthodox Christians only hear or think about the subject of stewardship in relation to just money, such as when dues are
being assessed or when there is a fund drive or some other financial program. And, if we hear homilies preached on stewardship
and there is talk that centers on "financial stewardship," we can quickly equate becoming better stewards happens just by giving
more money! In other words, for most of us, stewardship and the giving of money to the Church are one and the same. That is not
holistic Christian stewardship! That understanding of stewardship misses the mark and is out of the context with what the actual
purpose of Stewardship is: to live all our lives as "good and faithful stewards" of all that we have been given by God.
As if that wasn’t enough, much of our understanding, definition and practice of stewardship are shaped by our culture and society.
We grow up and live in a society where material advancement and personal pleasure are the number one goals. The purpose of
life, our culture tells us, is personal satisfaction. This cultural perspective on the purpose of life shapes our thinking about the faith,
and all of us bring it into the Church in some way, shape or form. It shapes our understanding of Stewardship, among other things,
but it is the exact opposite of what Christian stewardship is all about. We are persons created in the image and after the likeness of
God, and we were created to be Stewards of all that He has given us. We are called to live a life of Stewardship, stewarding the
life and creation of which we have been created a part, in the most responsible and productive way to God’s glory, not our own.
The message of our culture, that our purpose is to "live the good life," is the exact opposite of our purpose as Christians.
Stewardship is the golden thread that runs through and holds the Christian life together.
Within this understanding, we must acknowledge that all of life is a sacrament, all of it is Stewardship, so that in every aspect of
life we may experience and commune with God. This communion ranges from the most natural - like experiencing a beautiful
sunset, to the most divine, communion with God in the Eucharist. We must come to see that "all the earth is the Lord's, and all it
contains, the world and those who dwell in it." (Psalm 24:1) As Fr. Schmemann challenges us, our human role is to offer back to God
in thanksgiving, all that He has given to us. (For the Life of the World, SVS Press, Crestwood, NY, p. 24)

2019 Stewardship List Through 12-20-18
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Barnhart, Thomas & Sylvia Rombis
Bates, Justin
Batsakis, Pantelis & Eleni
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Karen
Belitsos, George P. & Peter Q. Wolfe
Benard, Matthew & Sophia Kissopoulos
Bender, Robert & Kathy

Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Brown, William
Bujnoch, Digger & Lindsay
Burton, Matthew D. & Kathy
Carey, Lee & Tula
Caneris, Adonis & Ana Maria
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Cassis, Eli & Christine
Chachoff, Nada
Chichura, Marcus & Michelle
Christoforidis, Alexander

Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Claffie, Sean & Angela
Colak, Tony & Joan
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Barbara
Crawford, Jonathan & Sharon
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
Elias, Nicholas
Emroll, Fr. Mark & Presvytera Ginny
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Francis, Dean & Kathy
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Freeman, Maria
Gelis, Anna
Gelis, James & Kathy
Gelis, Maria
Georgakopoulos, Konstantinos & Angeliki
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. & Akrivi
Harner, Ryan & Melissa
Hill, Charles
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Jonson, Thelma
Kanaris, Christos
Kanelopoulos, Bill
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Kehayes, Peggy
Kellaris, Dr. James & Janice
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Konstantinou, Chrisanthi
Kontopos, Pete & Katerina
Kranias, George & Litsa
Kranias, Stratos & Amanda
Lagos, Thomas & Matina
Lambrinides, Ted & Kim
Landers, Devin
Landers, Lauren
LesChander, Scott & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Loukoumidis, George & Stacey
Love, Beryl
Love, Kara
Lustig, Elaine & Lowell
Lysko, Bob & Stacy

Makrozahopoulos, Dimitrios & Joanna
Maris, George & Tricia
Masella, Ron & Christine
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
McNulty, Robin & Melanie
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Meyer, Andrew & Maria
Mirkopoulos, Nicholas
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Mitchell, Nickolett
Mohler, David & Angel
Morgan, Paul & Mary
Moyer, Gabe & Maria
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Neuendorf, Matthew
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nicholas, Tyler
Nicholas, Zachary & Nikolia
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Panagiotidis, Pantelis & Anastasia
Panagis, Nick & Maria
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Papasavvas, Nektarios & Sally
Pappas, Steven & Jolene
Pavlakis, George & Suzanne
Peck, Eric & Evangelia
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Claire
Petrillo, Brandon
Pilipovich, George & Cynthia
Pirkey, John & Dena
Polen, Stephanie & Joe
Polychroniou, Helena
Poneris, Constantinos & Tara

January 2019
Ponticos, George D.
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Raptis, James & Maria
Riber, Sam & Filio
Richardson, Josh & Nicole
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Riggs, Adam & Athena
Rodish, Pete & Sue
Rogozinski, Athena & Wayne
Saba, Youhana
Sansone, Craig & Susanna
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Savas, Dionysia & Martin Wilz
Schlimm, Joshua & Katina
Schmalz, Mary Ann
Schmitz, Thomas & Cathy
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Sias, Georgios N. & Kathy
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, Gus
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stavros, Cathy
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stefanou, Peter & Biljana
Stenger, Lauren & Doug
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stergiopoulos, Janis
Suhar, Sylvia
Takacs, Daniel & Evie
Thomakos, Artemis
Trennepohl, Mike & Tina
Trester, Ron & Maria
Tzetzis, Mr. Nick & Ivey
Varnell, Charles & Krista
Veres, Helen
Veres, Leon
Vidas, Cynthia
Watson, Doug & Akrivi
Weis, Daniel & Anastasia
Weisenborn, Cary & Maria
Williams, Jacinta "Jay"
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Zaferes, Eleni

Annual Blood Drive
Saturday of Lazarus - Σάββατο του Λαζάρου
April 20, 2019 (The day before Palm Sunday)
Donors please mark your calendars. It is time to prepare now for our Saturday of Lazarus blood drive. The last day to
donate whole blood is February 2, to participate in the April 20th drive. Red Cell donors please wait for our drive if possible. Our
Annual Church Blood Drive will be on the Saturday of Lazarus, Saturday, April 20 (the day before Palm Sunday). Call Hoxworth
Blood Center with questions about travel or medications (513) 451-0910.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Circumcision
of the Lord
St. Basil the Great

Thursday
3
6:30 pm
HOPE & JOY
Fellowship

8:30 a.m.
Matins &

4
10:00 am
Royal Hours of
Holy Theophany

Saturday
5
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
with Agiasmos

6:30 pm GOYA
Theophany
Game Night

Divine Liturgy
Church Office
Closed

6

7

8

9

Feast of
Holy Theophany
Vasilopita Sunday
8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
SCS & Greek School
Resumes

Synaxis of
St. John the
Forerunner
8:30 am
Matins &
Divine Liturgy

6:30 pm
AHEPA Mtg.

7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study

Philoptochos
Vasilopita Luncheon

Beginning to Pray

10

15

16

17

7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study

St. Anthony
the Great
8:30 am
Matins &

11

12

6:00 pm
Young Adult
Game Night in
Small Hall

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

13

14

8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

Beginning to Pray

Philoptochos
Meeting

18

19
12:00 pm
Over Fifty Club
Luncheon

Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm
Parish Council
Dinner & Mtg.

20

21

22

23

8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy

Church Office
Closed

GOYA “Souper
Bowl” of Caring
Kickoff

7:00 pm
Mothers Club
Bible/Book Study

7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

Strategic Planning
Committee
Review

27

28

29

8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

Beginning to Pray

GOYA International
Luncheon

GOYA Souper Bowl
Collection
GOYA Fellowship

Friday

Beginning to Pray

30

24

25

26
9:00 am
GOYA at
Freestore
Foodbank

31

The Three
Hierarchs
8:30 am
Matins and
Divine Liturgy
7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study

For an always up-to-date calendar, visit htsnchurch.org/calendar
Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/htsnchurch

The Voice

January 2019

Clergy
Presiding Priest: Rev. Father Mark Emroll
Staff
Pastoral Assistant: Mr. Nick Tzetzis
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Building Maintenance Technician: Craig Sansone

Our Mission
Members

Members

Eli Cassis

Gus Lazares

William “Buzzy” Gaz

Matthew Neuendorf

Bill Kanelopoulos

Ron Nichols

Peggy Kehayes

Sylvia Rombis

Gus Koutsogiannis

Andy Stefanopoulos

Kim Lambrinides

Jacinta “Jay” Williams

Parish Ministries and Organizations
Philoptochos Society: Carrie Petrou, President
Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: James Raptis, Philanthy Nichols
Altar Boys: Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis
Sunday Church School: Religious Education Team, Peter Aamodt, Chairman
Greek School: Alexandros Laftsidis, Director
GOYA, HOPE and JOY : Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis,
Youth Ministry Teams
College Students, OCF: Presvytera Ginny Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis

St. Sophia Mothers Club: Sally Papasavvas, President
AHEPA: Nicholas L. Sarakatsannis, President
Daughters of Penelope: Patricia Neuendorf, President

THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.

The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is

January 6, 2019
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to

office@htsnchurch.org
Our Church website can be
found at www.htsnchurch.org

Over 50s Club: Maria Freeman, President
Adult Religious Education: Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis,
Eugene Nicholas

The Good Shepherd Food Pantry: Stephanie Diaz, Maria Freeman,
Mary Morgan, Elaine Snyder, Matina Trivett

Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
Panegyri: Peter Zaferes, Leadership Team
Parish Bookstore: Christina Polychroniou

Office Hours: Weekdays 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 am; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am
Other Services as scheduled.
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Please Join Us For
The Philoptochos Vasilopita Luncheon & Auction
On Sunday, January 6th, 2019
Following The Divine Liturgy and Our Annual Cutting of the Vasilopita
The Ladies of Philoptochos will be providing this luncheon free of charge to our
parish family. The luncheon menu is roast pork, rice pilaf, green beans and Greek
salad plus of course, VASILOPITA. All that we ask is those parishioners, who are
able, make a Vasilopita for our auction.

All proceeds from the auction
benefit Saint Basil’s Academy

