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Saint Symeon the God-Receiver and the Prophetess Anna as Models for our Lives
Feast Day - February 3
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas
St. Symeon
Saint Symeon is called God-Receiver because he greeted Christ in the Temple and accepted Him
into his arms. Forty days after the Nativity of Christ the Panagia and Joseph brought Him to the
Temple, in accordance with the Law, and when the God-Receiver Symeon received Him in his arms
he said to Him: "Now let Your servant depart in peace, Master, according to Your word. For my
eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all people. A light of
revelation to the nations, and the glory of Your people Israel."
The God-Receiver Symeon waited patiently for the Messiah until deep old age with unwavering
faith. He knew very well, as it had been prophesied by the Holy Spirit, that he would not taste
death before he saw "the salvation of God", and for this reason he held Christ in his arms and
asked to depart from this life. And though he breathed his last he was not worried or agitated, but
felt spiritual exaltation and deep peace. Characteristic are his words towards the Panagia: "This
child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a controversial sign, so
that the reasonings of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own heart too."
The life and deeds of the God-Receiver Symeon give us the opportunity to highlight the following:
First, the God-Receiving Symeon testified concerning Christ that He is not a man, neither great nor important, but the God-man
Lord, the incarnate Divine Word, the salvation of God. That He is not simply an enlightened teacher, but the Light of the world, a
"Light of revelation to the nations". He prophesied even that Christ was destined for the fall and rising of many and "a controversial
sign" and that the heart of the Panagia would be penetrated with the sword of pain, that the thoughts of many hearts would be
revealed.
Indeed, Christ is the Person who divided human history. He is Himself a controversial sign, as well as His commandments and words.
Some accept Him and others reject Him. Those who love Him and accept His virtuous yoke and light load are usually few. Most
cannot tolerate the preaching of love and are reluctant for abnegation. But no one remains indifferent to the mystery of Crucified
Love. The Cross of Christ, which was a sword for the Panagia, will always be the cause of the revelation of the human thoughts of the
heart, and it will be for those who have not tasted authentic love and are attached to the letter of the Law that kills, a scandal for the
"reasonable" and wise men of this age, and foolishness. But for all those who experience love as a cross and the cross as love, for
those who have this reasonable craziness, which has the power to heal the "logic" of unreasonable craziness, for the saved, it will
always be the "power of God and the wisdom of God".
Second, when the Old Man Symeon, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, recognized in the face of the Child the Savior of all people, he
asked for an exit from this present life. And though he breathed his last he maintained the internal peace of his soul, because he
knew that he would continue to live and have communion with God in another dimension of life. He exceeded the limits of death in
his personal life, although death had not yet been ontologically abolished by the Resurrection of Christ. This is a characteristic
feature of the Saints. They do not fear death, but rather desire it, because they know empirically that the passing away of the soul
from the body or towards God endemically is not death, but a transition "from death to life". They leave this temporary life with the
certainty of eternal life "in the Light", and for this reason they have in their soul deep peace. Once an Orthodox monk was about to
breathe his last and his fellow ascetic asked: "How do you feel, Father, now that you are departing this temporary life and heading
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into eternity?" He, full of calmness and serenity, responded in his own characteristic and simple way: "Both here with God and
there with God, everywhere is good."
When man is enslaved to his passions and attached to material things, and is ignorant of eternal divine life, then before the
prospect of death he feels fear and trepidation. "The soul that is sinful and a prey to the passions cannot know peace and rejoice
in the Lord, even though she possess all the riches of the earth, even though she rule over the whole world. If a great king, merrily
feasting with his princes, and sitting on the throne of his glory, were suddenly to be informed, 'O King, thou art about to die,' his
soul would be troubled, and would tremble with fear, and he would see his infirmity. There are poor men who have no fear but
meet death in peace, like Symeon the Just.... Only those with the peace of God in their souls, or who have at least experienced it,
can understand the peace that was in the soul of Symeon the Just" (Saint Silouan the Athonite, pp. 315-316).
The internal peace of the soul is connected directly to the reception and acceptance of Christ, by keeping all His commandments
and overcoming death in the limits of their personal life.

St. Anna the Prophetess
The Prophetess Anna was an important figure of the Old Testament. She was the daughter of
Phanuel of the tribe of Asher and she was made worthy of the highest honor to see the Son and
Word of God, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, incarnate. The Prophets of the Old Testament
saw God the Word without flesh, since all the appearances of God in the Old Testament were of the
fleshless Word, and they prophesied His incarnation and awaited Him.
The Prophetess Anna was made worthy to see Christ when the Panagia with Joseph brought Him to
the Temple, as a forty-day-old infant, according to the provisions of the Law of the Old Testament.
When Symeon the Just received Christ into his arms, as it was informed to him from the Holy Spirit,
namely that he would not die before he saw Christ, and said: "Now let Your servant depart in peace,
Master, according to Your word...", then the Prophetess Anna began to sing and glorify God with a
loud voice, and spoke of the "Child" to all who were awaiting redemption in Israel. As the sacred
hymnographer says characteristically, the Prophetess Anna, full of devotion and spiritual rejoicing, sang to Christ and referred to
events which would take place in His life, and she magnified the Theotokos as well. "Holy Anna, sober in spirit and venerable in
years, with reverence hypophesied the Master freely and openly in the Temple; and proclaiming the Theotokos, she magnified her
before all who were present" (Megalynarion).
Saint Nikodemos the Hagiorite, commenting on the above hymn, among other things, said the following remarkable words:
1. That "this Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, full of jubilation, prayed and sang to God loudly, and those present listened, in
contrast to Anna the mother of the Prophet Samuel, who prayed in silence."
Both of these types of prayer are accepted by the Church. When we pray in private we have the ability to pray in silence, with the
nous and the heart. But in assemblies of worship, namely the Sacred Services and the Divine Liturgy, the hymns and prayers are
chanted and read loudly for all to hear, that all present may be involved.
2. That it is one thing to prophesy (προφητεύω) and another thing to hypophesy (υποφητεύω). To prophesy means to talk about
events that will take place in the future, after a long time, while to hypophesy means to speak of events that have taken place or
are taking place or for events that will take place after a short period of time.
The Prophetess Anna was made worthy to see the "salvation of God" at eighty-four years old. She was married at a young age, but
she lived with her husband only seven years and after remained a widow. All the remaining years of her life, until deep old age,
she devoted to the worship of God, and spent the years of her life in the Temple with prayer and fasting, "worshiping night and
day".
The life and deeds of the Prophetess Anna give us the opportunity to emphasize the following:
Any ministry in the Temple of God, and the Church in general, when it is done freely and above all with love and taste, it becomes
a source of inspiration, blessing and spiritual elation. Because, when a person does not feel oppressed, but does whatever they do
to the glory of God, only because they want to and they love it, that is they do it with their heart, with a pleasant disposition
without resentment and complaining, then they attract the Grace of God, which descends into the heart and causes sweetness,
joy, peace and spiritual exaltation. Especially, when they are accustomed to praying during their ministry, then the years of their
Continued on Page 4
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Prepare for Great Lent and Pascha

Inside this Issue:
St. Symeon & St. Anna........................ 1
Great Lent & Pascha Items.................. 3
Fr. Mark’s Pastoral Post-Its................. 3
President’s Message........................... 4
St. Symeon & St. Anna (Continued)..... 4
Transitions......................................... 5
Parish Announcements....................... 5

As our journey through Great Lent to Holy Week and Pascha begins on March 11th, we
prepare to celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (April
28th). An important part of Great Lent is the need for flowers and other items at the many
services conducted in Church. The following list includes items and flowers needed for the
Divine Services of Great Lent, Holy Week and Pascha. Please consider sponsoring any of
the items and contact Eugene Nicholas, Parish Administrator, at 513.591.0030 or
office@htsnchurch.org.
Thank you for your generosity!

Parish Ministries & Organizations....... 6

† Flowers for the Salutations (Xairetismoi). $75 each. 3-15, 3/22, 3/29, 4/5, & 4/12

2018 By The Numbers......................... 6

† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation. $175 for 3/25

Annual Blood Drive............................. 6

† Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross. $500 for 3/31

Youth Ministries................................. 7
Stewardship Message......................... 10
Stewardship List................................. 10
Spring General Assembly.................... 12
Community Center Campaign ............ 13
Calendar ............................................ 14

† Garland of Flowers for the Icon of Palm Sunday. $175 for 4/21
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Bridegroom. $200 each 4/21, 4/22, & 4/23
† Items needed for Holy Unction. $100 for 4/24
† Flowers for the Resurrection Banner (Lavaron). $250.00 for 4/27
† Floral arrangements for the Icon Screen (4 vases). $100 each for 4/27

Church Information ........................... 15

† Floral arrangements for the Altar Table (2 vases). $150 each for 4-28

Saturday of the Souls ......................... 16

† Candles for the Crucifix (3) and for the Epitaphios (10), $25 each for 4-25 & 4-26

Fr. Mark’s Pastoral Post - Its
Marriage Prep Seminar: The first Marriage Preparation Seminar for 2019 will take place on Saturday, February
9, 2019 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We will supply the text, “The Journey of Marriage”, for the seminar. Please
contact Fr. Mark (513.591.0030 or frmark@htsnchurch.org) to reserve your space. All couples intending to marry
at Holy Trinity – St. Nicholas Church are required to participate in the Marriage Preparation Seminar.
Godparents/Godchildren Sunday – February 3, 2019: On this special day, we encourage Godparents and
Godchildren to worship together at the Divine Liturgy. We will offer prayers of re-dedication during the Divine
Liturgy. Sunday Church School classes will not meet that day. The St. Sophia Mothers Club will host a reception
following the Divine Services.
2019 Scholarship Application: Each year, our Parish offers scholarship opportunities to Holy Trinity – St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church’s graduating high school seniors and students continuing studies in higher
education. Printed Scholarship Applications will be available in the Narthex or Church Office on Friday, February
15th, 2019. Fill-in PDF forms will be available to download on the same day at www.htsnchurch.org/application.
Please read the application form thoroughly before completing. The deadline for scholarship applications is
Monday, April 1, 2019. Late and/or incomplete applications will not be considered. The application form, along
with all required documents and information, must be returned to the Church Office. If you have any questions,
please contact the Church Office at 513-591-0030 or office@htsnchurch.org.
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Parish Council President's Message
by Andy Stefanopoulos
Having served as President of the Holy Trinity St. Nicholas Parish Council in 2014, I am humbled to once
again have the opportunity to serve as President in 2019.
During those five years, we have seen many changes in our community. A few of the most impactful
changes have included including the retirement of Father Bill, and our good fortune to have the
appointment of Father Mark Emroll as our new parish priest. In addition, we have seen the renovation of our community
center and the appointment of Craig Sansone as our new Facilities Maintenance Technician.
Some additional improvements in 2018 included upgrading interior lighting and complete exterior upgrade to LED, which
resulted in a significant cost saving and improved safety for our parishioners. Our kitchen continues to be an integral asset,
and additional maintenance was performed with deep cleaning and painting to keep it in the best possible working order.
Our stewardship has continued to increase, thanks to the efforts of the stewardship committees and the generosity and
dedication of our parishioners. Under the leadership of our stewardship chairman, Dimitri Makrozahopoulos, we had
another great stewardship year in 2018 - over $450,000 for three consecutive years. Our goal for 2019 is $505,000. We
continue to move towards a 100% stewardship funded parish. We thank all of you for your commitments both in the past
and for your 2019 pledges.
The introduction of the annual Christmas Concert was one of the most meaningful new joyous events, and the effort and
talents that made it possible are greatly appreciated.
I would like to thank my predecessor, Nektarios Papasavvas, for his strong leadership in 2018 and his dedication and
foresight to the strategic planning for our three pillars and their chairmen: Education (Dimitri Makrozahopoulos),
Engagement (Peter Rodish), and Outreach (Nick Panagis and Joanne Georgostathis).

I am very optimistic that 2019 will be a joyous year for all of us and will bring our community even closer together. Please be
assured that the entire Parish Council will be readily available and more than willing to discuss with you any and all issues
pertinent to Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas.
Continued from Page 2 - St. Symeon & St. Anna

life are sanctified and they feel inner fullness and spiritual joy. With a pleasant inner disposition, even the mandatory becomes
optional. When someone considers their ministry within the Church as a blessed work and not as a coercive work, then their
thoughts remain pure and their soul is full of peace. Besides, it is noticed that the greater the love, the less one feels fatigued and
the greater the inner peace and joy.
The Prophetess Anna continued to minister in the Temple until deep old age, without considering it a toil or tiresome, because she
loved God very much. The result of her love towards God was love towards her fellow men, inner fullness and a sense of meaning
in life. This should be an example to all of us, who become tired at the slightest, become resentful, feel oppressed and are
tormented by thoughts of flight and abandonment from the effort and struggle. Most of us do not know, unfortunately, how to
utilize the time of our lives and we waste it purposelessly, as if we could rediscover it. The years of our lives are few and measured
and we must utilize them with works of love and sacrificial ministry and with prayer. Basil the Great tells us that if we lose money
we can rediscover it, but "if we lose years, we are not able to find them again" and that "the time for prayer is throughout one's
life".
It is indeed gratifying the fact that nowadays there are people who exist, who despite their advanced age have youthful zeal and
use their free time in the best way, to volunteer themselves to the ministry of God and "neighbor". These people are graced by
God for the environment where they live, and for all those who befriend them, being a spiritual oasis in the desert of today's
friendless society, and they are a source of inspiration, joy and blessing.
Source: Ekklesiastiki Paremvasi, "ΠΡΟΦΗΤΙΣ ΑΝΝΑ ΘΥΓΑΤΗΡ ΦΑΝΟΥΗΛ", February 2003 & 2009. Translated by John
Sanidopoulos.
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Transitions
40 Day Blessings
Alexis Sampson and son
December 30, 2018

Kathryn Mangopoulos and son
January 20, 2019

Joanna (Nacopoulos) Makrozahopoulos and daughter
January 1, 2019

Sofia (Mirkopoulos) McCotter and son
January 20, 2019

Baptism:
Neophyte: Theodoros Stavros Siambekos
Father: Steve Theoodore Siambekos
Mother: Laura Rose (Eizember) Siambekos
Sponsor: Kosta & Jodi Vasiliou
January 12, 2019

Wedding:
Groom: Andrew Eisenhart
Bride: Christina Psihountas
Sponsor: Julie Skouteris
December 29, 2018

Funerals:
†Soultana Hadzivrettas, age 66, December 27, 2018
†Calliope G. Georgantonis, age 91, December 31, 2018
†Vassiliki "Bessie" Christopoulos, age 90, January 8, 2019
†Voula Pappas, age 87, January 19, 2019

Parish Announcements
Peter and Karen Aamodt are happy to announce the birth of their third grandchild; a son, Louis Cleveland Distad, to their
daughter Jordan Marie and her husband Henry Distad. Vital statistics were 6 lbs. 11 ounces and 18” in length. Baby Louis is
welcomed by older siblings Marcella, age seven, and George, age three, and many other relatives. The family resides in
Bainbridge, Ohio.
Karen Aamodt would like to thank everyone who assisted with the reception following the St. Nicholas concert: Patricia
Neuendorf; Carrie Petrou; Emma Richardson; Nicholas Francis; Maria Freeman; Katie Huffman; Bill Kanelopoulos and
Parish Council President, Nektarios Papasavvas.
Happy to announce the arrival of Nicholas James McCotter. Born on November 28th, 2018. Parents are Greg McCotter
and Dr. Sofia (Mirkopoulos) McCotter.

Sylvia Rombis and Litsa Spanos along with our families would like to invite our Orthodox community
to a coffee hour reception in honor of our parents, Pete and Sofia Rombis’ 60th wedding anniversary.
Please join us on February 10th following the Divine Liturgy for refreshments and to congratulate Pete
and Sofia!
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Parish Ministries and Organizations
PHILOPTOCHOS…Carrie Petrou

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL…Vivian Kapourales

What an awesome way to begin the New Year with the
success of our Vasilopita Luncheon. We had 31 entries
donated by some truly wonderful women of the church who
took time and energy...creating some BEAUTIFUL Vasilopitas
for our auction.

Sunday, February 3rd is Godparent/Godchild Sunday. Plan to
attend, as Fr. Mark will hold a rededication prayer. A
reception will follow, hosted by St. Sophia Mother's Club.
We encourage all SCS Families to participate, whether or
not the Godparent is able to attend.

Our sincere and loving thanks to these ladies - as without
you...we would have NO AUCTION. The bids alone brought
in $1822. The total monies collected and sent to Saint
Basil’s Academy was $3000. Bless you all for your generous
donations for this worthy cause.

The St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival is quickly
approaching on March 3rd. Students have received topics
and should have made a selection by now. Please
encourage them to work on their topic and chart their
completed tasks on the Progress Log located in the Sunday
Church School hallway. While grades 7-12 are limited to the
published topics, grades 4-6 are invited to participate with a
topic of their choice. Topics, including tips and tricks, can be
found at:
www.goarch.org/-/st-john-chrysostom-oratorical-festival

Our next meeting will be Sunday, February 10th after the
Divine Liturgy. Give our Philoptochos Chapter a try….you
just might like it:)

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE…Vera Manolakas
MAIDS OF ATHENA…Evanthia Sansone
Daughters combined their January meeting with an outing.
The sisters met at Zorba's in Lawrenceburg, Indiana. We
experienced a touch of Greece. The meeting followed our
delicious Greek luncheon.
Our tsourekia chairman this year is Michele Sutherland
Panagiatopoulos. The tsourekia will again be baked by
Sixteen Bricks. We will take orders after church beginning
the first Sunday of March. More specifics will be in the
March Voice. As always, we appreciate your support.

Hello everyone, Maids of Athena would like to remind
everyone that this month we will be having our soup sale.
We will be selling avgolemono soup in two different sizes
after church on the 24th. The small size will be $6 while the
larger size will be $10. We also would like to invite any
young ladies to our next meeting on February 24th who are
interested in joining. Thank you all!

2018 BY THE NUMBERS
BAPTISMS: 21
CHRISMATIONS: 1
WEDDINGS: 11
Orthodox Christian to Orthodox Christian: 2
Orthodox Christian to Non-Orthodox Christian: 9

FUNERALS: 24
Annual Blood Drive
Saturday of Lazarus - Σάββατο του Λαζάρου
April 20, 2019 (The day before Palm Sunday)
Donors please mark your calendars. It is time to prepare now for our Saturday of Lazarus blood drive. The last day to
donate whole blood is on February 2, to participate in the April 20th drive. Red Cell donors please wait for our drive if possible. Our
Annual Church Blood Drive will be on the Saturday of Lazarus, Saturday, April 20 (the day before Palm Sunday). Call Hoxworth
Blood Center with questions about travel or medications (513) 451-0910.
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Youth Ministry Update
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Stewardship Message
By Kristin Gaskins

With the first month of 2019 completed, many of us may be reflecting on how we have worked
towards our goals and resolutions for the New Year. As Orthodox Christians, we are also called
to reflect and review our personal circumstances and make a commitment of our time, talent
and treasure as good stewards of the church.
For as long as I can remember, all throughout Sunday Church School, the idea of stewardship
was discussed. I knew that the “3 T’s” were important. I also knew that each of the three
components would vary for each individual and for each stage of life. As I have grown older and started my own family, my
view of stewardship has yet again shifted.
One main principle that guides our parenting is the importance of leading by example. Our children not only need to hear us
teaching the correct things to do in life, but also need to see those instructions put into action. Sometimes, those unspoken
lessons can have the greatest impact.
I have spent the last ten years, give or take, coaching countless GOYAns in the basketball program. I always thought that
once I had children of my own, I would not have the time for that commitment anymore. What I found is that by giving my
time to these young women, despite being pulled in many directions in life, I have sparked interest and curiosity about the
church in my daughter. She has been able to see the wonderful relationships that can be formed here. While she may not
realize it now, she will eventually see how these relationships will carry on and continue to impact her throughout her life. I
can only hope that I have also had an impact on these young women in a similar way.
I recently read the following from Fr. William Chiganos that resonated with me: “People don’t give to need; they give to
vision. Church people don’t stretch their giving because of need to meet the budget; they give more because they are able
to see a vision of people being reached and God’s purposes being accomplished in the life of the church and its ministry.”
Stewardship, at its root, is based in service. Giving back to God, and all that He has created, what He has given to us.
Stewardship is caring for the needs of others. In my opinion, the youth of our Church deserve us to pour ourselves into them.
They are our future. They are not only the Church of the future: they are the Church of today! They are the vision that I see
and one of the reasons that each year I try to reflect on how I can continue to improve and strive to be an example of a good
steward of the Church.

2019 Stewardship List Through 1-20-19
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Alexandrou, Eirene
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Barnhart, Thomas & Sylvia Rombis
Bates, Justin
Batsakis, Pantelis & Eleni
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Karen
Belitsos, George P. & Peter Q. Wolfe
Benard, Matthew & Sophia Kissopoulos

Bender, Robert & Kathy
Borcoman, Tate & Nicole
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Brown, William
Bujnoch, Digger & Lindsay
Burton, Matthew D. & Kathy
Calamari, Andrea & Mitchell White
Carey, Lee & Tula
Caneris, Adonis & Ana Maria
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Cassis, Eli & Christine
Chachoff, Nada
Chantilas, James & Dr. Lydia

Chichura, Marcus & Michelle
Christoforidis, Alexander
Christon, Angelos & Deanna
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Claffie, Sean & Angela
Colak, Tony & Joan
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Barbara
Crawford, Jonathan & Sharon
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
Elias, Nicholas
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The Parishioners listed here have made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2019
Stewardship. If you have not made your Stewardship Commitment for 2019, we encourage
you to do so today. Commitment Cards are available through the Church Office or can be
obtained by contacting any member of the Parish Council or the Clergy.

Emroll, Fr. Mark & Presvytera Ginny
Emroll, Maria
Emroll, Theodora
Farmakis, Thomas
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Fillios, Alexandra
Fillios, Elias & Mary
Fillios, Nicholas & Amy
Fillios, Philip & Sherry
Francis, Dean & Kathy
Freeman, Maria
Furkas, Louis & Olympia
Gaier, Dean
Gaier, Jeff & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin
Gelis, Anna
Gelis, James & Kathy
Gelis, Maria
Georgakopoulos, Konstantinos & Angeliki
Georges, Pete & Anna
Georgeton, John C. & Ann
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, Gus & Eleni
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. & Akrivi
Harner, Ryan & Melissa

Herrmann, Stacy & Dennis
Hill, Ann "Tasha"
Hill, Charles
Hodson, Thomas
Hollister, Carl & Cynthia
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Jonson, Thelma
Kahle, John & Nickie
Kambelos, Dr. Peter J.
Kambelos, John P. & Erato
Kanaris, Christos
Kanaris, Kostantinos & Katy
Kanelopoulos, Bill
Karakatsani, Marianthi
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karras, Giorgio & Erene
Kehayes, Peggy
Kellaris, Dr. James & Janice
Kessis, Nick
Kessis, Paul
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Konstantinou, Chrisanthi
Kontopos, Pete & Katerina
Kranias, George & Litsa
Kranias, Stratos & Amanda
Kyrios, Maria
Lagos, Thomas & Matina
Lambrinides, Nicholas & Diane
Lambrinides, Ted & Kim
Landers, Devin
Landers, Lauren
Lazares, John K. & Patricia
LesChander, Scott & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Loukoumidis, George & Stacey
Love, Beryl
Love, Kara
Lustig, Elaine & Lowell
Lysko, Bob & Stacy
Makrozahopoulos, Dimitrios & Joanna
Manolakas, Vera
Margaritis, Ioannis
Marinakis, Dr. Bill D. & Evonne
Marinakis, Panagiota D.
Maris, George & Tricia
Masella, Ron & Christine
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
Mavridoglou, Michael & Laura
Mavridoglou, Nicholas & Jessica

McCotter, Greg & Sofia
McNulty, Robin & Melanie
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Merianos, Andy & Kelsey
Merianos, Ted
Meyer, Andrew & Maria
Mikesell, Marco & Aphrodite
Mirkopoulos, Nicholas
Mirkos, Marilyn
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Misali, John P. & Deborah
Mitchell, Nickolett
Mohler, David & Angel
Morgan, Paul & Mary
Mortensen, Danny & Cheryl
Moyer, Gabe & Maria
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Neuendorf, Matthew
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nicholas, Tyler
Nicholas, Zachary & Nikolia
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Nitsis, Dimitrius & Leisa
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Palassis, Nick & Maria
Palioyras, George
Panagiotidis, Pantelis & Anastasia
Panagis, Nick & Maria
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Papaioannou, Thomas & Mary
Paparodis, Bess
Papasavvas, Nektarios & Sally
Pappas, Steven & Jolene
Pavlakis, George & Suzanne
Peck, Eric & Evangelia
Perdikakis, George C.
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Claire
Petrillo, Brandon
Petrou, Evey
Phillips, Joshua & Katherine
Pilipovich, George & Cynthia
Pirkey, John & Dena
Polen, Stephanie & Joe
Politis, Michael & Carmen
Polychroniou, Helena
Poneris, Constantinos & Tara
Ponticos, George D.
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki

11 | Page

The Voice
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Raptis, James & Maria
Ralles, George
Ralles, Paula
Raptis, John J.
Retzios, Thomas L. & Angela
Riber, Sam & Filio
Richardson, Josh & Nicole
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Riggs, Adam & Athena
Rodish, Pete & Sue
Rogozinski, Athena & Wayne
Saba, Youhana
Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sansone, Craig & Susanna
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Sargeant, Silvana
Sarlis, Nikolaos & Vaseleke
Sarros, Harry J.
Savas, Dionysia & Martin Wilz
Schlimm, Joshua & Katina
Schmalz, Mary Ann
Schmitz, Thomas & Cathy
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Schultz, James & Sarah
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Sias, Georgios N. & Kathy
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, Gus
Singleton, Kayla
Singleton, Steven & Sandra
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni

February 2019

Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stavros, Cathy
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stefanou, Peter & Biljana
Stelzer, Ryan & Anntonia
Stenger, Lauren & Doug
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stergiopoulos, Janis
Stergiopulos, Anna
Suhar, Sylvia
Takacs, Daniel & Evie
Thomakos, Artemis
Trennepohl, Mike & Tina
Trester, Ron & Maria
Turner, Kent & Carolyn
Tzetzis, Mr. Nick & Ivey
Varnell, Charles & Krista
Veres, Helen
Veres, Leon
Vessey, Lenie
Vidas, Cynthia
Vidas, Ethel
Vidas, Victor & Alexandra
Watson, Doug & Akrivi
Weckenbrock, Michael & Elizabeth
Weis, Daniel & Anastasia
Weisenborn, Cary & Maria
Williams, Jacinta "Jay"
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Zaferes, Eleni
Zaferes, Patricia P.
Zagorianos, Kristos & Kathy

Spring General Assembly - Sunday, March 10, 2019
A Spring General Assembly will be convened on Sunday, Sunday, March 10, 2019 following the Divine Liturgy. Parishioners
will receive the agenda through the mail during this month. The minutes from the 2018 Fall General Assembly have been
posted on the bulletin board and on our website at http://www.htsnchurch.org/.
Our Parish By-Laws require the following for eligibility to participate and vote at this meeting:
For the Spring General Assembly, a person whose name appears on the membership rolls but who is in arrears in the
payment of his/her stewardship financial obligation for the previous year may participate in the Parish Assembly by paying
his/her stewardship financial obligation for the previous year. A parishioner who has paid his/her stewardship financial
obligation for the previous year maintains his/her standing through June 30th of the current year. (P3, C3, Art. 31, Section 3).
If you have any questions about eligibility to participate in the General Assembly, please contact the Church Office at 513591-0030.
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Time really does fly! It has already been two years since we completed the major renovation to the Bishop’s walk and
Community Center. Since completion, many Parish families have utilized the facility for wedding and baptism
receptions, with many more scheduled for this year. The transformation of the space has truly been a blessing for us.
Although the construction component of the project has been completed, the campaign to fund it is not finished. This
year is a critical turning point in the financial structure of our loan. Currently, we have a fixed rate of 3.75%. This rate is
in effect until December 1, 2019. At that time the rate coverts to a variable rate for the duration of the loan. If it were
to be converted today, the rate would change to 5.5%. When this loan was financed, our intention was always to pay it
off before the conversion.
We have received donations from just over 200 of our Parish families. Our current loan balance is $218,260. We have
around $22,000 in outstanding pledges, which means we need to raise $196,000 over the next ten months. For a parish
of our size, this should not be a difficult task.
By paying off the balance by December 1, 2019 we would save thousands in interest payments. Instead of our money
going towards interest payments, imagine how our gifts and generosity can help our Church support the ministries that
can touch and change lives.
You have an opportunity to make a difference in the life of our Church and create a living legacy with your support. Our
Community Center is a microcosm of our Church, a place where all of us come together as one Church family in a spirit
of fellowship, thanksgiving and worship.
You are important to the success of this project. This is our Church and through our sacrifice and generosity we can
finish what we started.
All donations, no matter the amount, are greatly appreciated and make a difference. Monetary donations can be
mailed to 7000 Winton Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45224, with a check payable to HTSN GOC. In the memo specify Community
Center Campaign. To donate online go to: www.htsnchurch.org/donate-online/renovation-project.
May The Holy Trinity continue to bless, keep and inspire you to prayerfully and cheerfully give to help us go the
distance and finish our Community Center Renovation.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
Presentation of
the Lord into
the Temple
8:30 am Matins &
Divine Liturgy

3

4

5

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

7:00 pm
DOP Meeting

10

11

12

13

8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

6:30 pm
AHEPA Mtg.

7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal

Godparents/
Godchildren Sunday
8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
Mothers Club
Godparents/
Godchildren
Luncheon
GOYA Souper Bowl
Collection

Philoptochos
Meeting

Beginning to Pray

Beginning to Pray

GOYA at City
Gospel Mission

17
8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy

18

Dayton GOYA
Basketball
Tournament

7:00 pm
Reading Group:

24

25

8:15 am Matins
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy

7:00 pm
Planned Giving
Presentation
Sponsored by
SPC Engagement
Pillar

International
Luncheon

6

7

7:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal

14

8

9

7:00 pm
Young Adult
Escape Room

9:30 am
Marriage
Preparation Class

15

16

Dayton GOYA
Basketball
Tournament

12:00 pm
Over Fifty
Luncheon

20

21

22

7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 pm
Parish Council
Dinner & Mtg.

7:00 pm
Young Adult
Fast-Free
Burger Friday

26

27

28

6:30 pm
GOYA
Fellowship

7:00 pm
STS-Parish
Bible Study
Choir Rehearsal

19

Church Office
Closed

Dayton GOYA
Basketball
Tournament

Beginning to Pray

For an always up-to-date calendar, visit htsnchurch.org/calendar
Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/htsnchurch
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Rev. Father Mark Emroll
Staff
Pastoral Assistant: Mr. Nick Tzetzis
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Building Maintenance Technician: Craig Sansone

Our Mission
Officers

Members

Andy Stefanopoulos, President

Eli Cassis

Gus Lazares, Vice-President

William “Buzzy” Gaz

Kim Lambrinides, Treasurer

Gus Koutsogiannis

Peggy Kehayes, Asst. Treasurer

Ron Nichols

Matthew Neuendorf, Secretary

Sylvia Rombis

Bill Kanelopoulos, Asst. Secretary

Jacinta “Jay” Williams

Parish Ministries and Organizations
Philoptochos Society: Carrie Petrou, President
Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: James Raptis, Philanthy Nichols
Altar Boys: Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis
Sunday Church School: Religious Education Team, Peter Aamodt, Chairman
Greek School: Alexandros Laftsidis, Director
GOYA, HOPE and JOY : Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis,
Youth Ministry Teams
College Students, OCF: Presvytera Ginny Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis

St. Sophia Mothers Club: Sally Papasavvas, President
AHEPA: Nicholas L. Sarakatsannis, President
Daughters of Penelope: Patricia Neuendorf, President

THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.

The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is

February 10, 2018
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to

office@htsnchurch.org
Our Church website can be
found at www.htsnchurch.org

Over 50s Club: Maria Freeman, President
Adult Religious Education: Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father Mark Emroll, Mr. Nick Tzetzis,
Eugene Nicholas

The Good Shepherd Food Pantry: Stephanie Diaz, Maria Freeman,
Mary Morgan, Matina Trivett

Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
Panegyri: Peter Zaferes, Leadership Team
Parish Bookstore: Christina Polychroniou

Office Hours: Weekdays 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 am; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am
Other Services as scheduled.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturdays of the Souls (Psychosavvata)
“For Thou, O Christ our God, art the Resurrection, the Life, and the blessed
Repose of all those who have fallen asleep in the Faith and unto Thee do we offer up glory, to the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen”.

March 2, 9, & 16, 2019
Let us pray for the eternal memory and blessed repose of:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Requested by:__________________________________________________

Parishioners wishing to have the name of their departed loved ones read during the Saturdays of the Souls are asked to fill out
the above form and return it to the Clergy as soon as possible.

