The Voice
Volume : 15

Number : 2

Month : February 2015

The Monthly Newsletter of Holy Trinity–St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

The Lenten Prayer of St. Ephrem the Syrian
By Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann
Of all Lenten hymns and prayers, one short prayer can be termed the Lenten prayer. Tradition ascribes it to one of the
great teachers of spiritual life - St. Ephrem the Syrian. Here is its text:
O Lord and Master of my life! Take from me the spirit of sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power, and idle talk. But give
rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to Your servant. Yea, O Lord and King! Grant me to see my
own errors and not to judge my brother; For You are blessed unto ages of ages. Amen
This prayer is read twice at the end of each Lenten service Monday through
Friday (not on Saturdays and Sundays for, as we shall see later, the services
of these days do not follow the Lenten pattern). At the first reading, a prostration follows each petition. Then we all bow twelve times saying: "O God,
cleanse me a sinner." The entire prayer is repeated with one final prostration
at the end.
Why does this short and simple prayer occupy such an important position in
the entire lenten worship? Because it enumerates in a unique way all the
"negative" and "positive" elements of repentance and constitutes, so to
speak, a "check list" for our individual lenten effort. This effort is aimed first
at our liberation from some fundamental spiritual diseases which shape our
life and make it virtually impossible for us even to start turning ourselves to
God.
The basic disease is sloth. It is that strange laziness and passivity of our entire
being which always pushes us "down" rather than "up" -- which constantly
convinces us that no change is possible and therefore desirable. It is in fact a
deeply rooted cynicism which to every spiritual challenge responds "what
for?" and makes our life one tremendous spiritual waste. It is the root of all sin because it poisons the spiritual energy at
its very source.
The result of sloth is faint-heartedness. It is the state of despondency which all spiritual Fathers considered the greatest
danger for the soul. Despondency is the impossibility for man to see anything good or positive; it is the reduction of everything to negativism and pessimism. It is truly a demonic power in us because the Devil is fundamentally a liar. He lies to
man about God and about the world; he fills life with darkness and negation. Despondency is the suicide of the soul because when man is possessed by it he is absolutely unable to see the light and to desire it.
Lust of power! Strange as it may seem, it is precisely sloth and despondency that fill our life with lust of power. By vitiating the entire attitude toward life and making it meaningless and empty, they force us to seek compensation in, a radically wrong attitude toward other persons. If my life is not oriented toward God, not aimed at eternal values, it will inevitably become selfish and self-centered and this means that all other beings will become means of my own selfContinued on Page 2
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satisfaction. If God is not the Lord and Master of my life, then I become my own lord and master -- the absolute center
of my own world, and I begin to evaluate everything in terms of my needs, my ideas, my desires, and my judgments. The
lust of power is thus a fundamental depravity in my relationship to other beings, a search for their subordination to me.
It is not necessarily expressed in the actual urge to command and to dominate "others." It may result as well in indifference, contempt, lack of interest, consideration, and respect. It is indeed sloth and despondency directed this time at
others; it completes spiritual suicide with spiritual murder.
Finally, idle talk. Of all created beings, man alone has been endowed with the gift of speech. All Fathers see in it the
very "seal" of the Divine Image in man because God Himself is revealed as Word (John, 1:1). But being the supreme gift,
it is by the same token the supreme danger. Being the very expression of man, the means of his self-fulfillment, it is for
this very reason the means of his fall and self-destruction, of betrayal and sin. The word saves and the word kills; the
word inspires and the word poisons. The word is the means of Truth and it is the means of demonic Lie. Having an ultimate positive power, it has therefore a tremendous negative power. It truly creates positively or negatively. When deviated from its divine origin and purpose, the word becomes idle. It "enforces" sloth, despondency, and lust of power,
and transforms life into hell. It becomes the very power of sin.
These four are thus the negative "objects" of repentance. They are the obstacles to be removed. But God alone can remove them. Hence, the first part of the lenten prayer; this cry from the bottom of human helplessness. Then the prayer
moves to the positive aims of repentance which also are four.
Chastity! If one does not reduce this term, as is so often and erroneously done, only to its sexual connotations, it is understood as the positive counterpart of sloth. The exact and full translation of the Greek sofrosini and the Russian
tselomudryie ought to be whole-mindedness. Sloth is, first of all, dissipation, the brokenness of our vision and energy,
the inability to see the whole. Its opposite then is precisely wholeness. If we usually mean by chastity the virtue opposed to sexual depravity, it is because the broken character of our existence is nowhere better manifested than in sexual lust -- the alienation of the body from the life and control of the spirit. Christ restores wholeness in us and He does
so by restoring in us the true scale of values by leading us back to God.
The first and wonderful fruit of this wholeness or chastity is humility. We already spoke of it. It is above everything else
the victory of truth in us, the elimination of all lies in which we usually live. Humility alone is capable of truth, of seeing
and accepting things as they are and therefore of seeing God's majesty and goodness and love in everything. This is why
we are told that God gives grace to the humble and resists the proud.
Chastity and humility are naturally followed by patience. The "natural" or "fallen" man is impatient, for being blind to
himself he is quick to judge and to condemn others. Having but a broken, incomplete, and distorted knowledge of everything, he measures all things by his tastes and his ideas. Being indifferent to everyone except himself, he wants life to
be successful right here and now. Patience, however, is truly a divine virtue. God is patient not because He is
"indulgent," but because He sees the depth of all that exists, because the inner reality of things, which in our blindness
we do not see, is open to Him. The closer we come to God, the more patient we grow and the more we reflect that infinite respect for all beings which is the proper quality of God.
Finally, the crown and fruit of all virtues, of all growth and effort, is love-- that love which, as we have already said, can
be given by God alone-the gift which is the goal of all spiritual preparation and practice.
All this is summarized and brought together in the concluding petition of the Lenten prayer in which we ask "to see my
own errors and not to judge my brother." For ultimately there is but one danger: pride. Pride is the source of evil, and
all evil is pride. Yet it is not enough for me to see my own errors, for even this apparent virtue can be turned into pride.
Spiritual writings are full of warnings against the subtle forms of pseudo-piety which, in reality, under the cover of humility and self-accusation can lead to a truly demonic pride. But when we "see our own errors" and "do not judge our
Continued on Page 3
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brothers," when, in other terms, chastity,
humility, patience, and love are but one in
us, then and only then the ultimate enemy-pride--will be destroyed in us.
After each petition of the prayer we make a
prostration. Prostrations are not limited to
the Prayer of St. Ephrem but constitute one
of the distinctive characteristics of the entire
Lenten worship. Here, however, their meaning is disclosed best of all. In the long and
difficult effort of spiritual recovery, the
Church does not separate the soul from the
body. The whole man has fallen away from
God; the whole man is to be restored, the
whole man is to return. The catastrophe of
sin lies precisely in the victory of the flesh -the animal, the irrational, the lust in us -over the spiritual and the divine. But the body is glorious; the body is holy, so holy
that God Himself "became flesh." Salvation and repentance then are not contempt
for the body or neglect of it, but restoration of the body to its real function as the
expression and the life of spirit, as the temple of the priceless human soul. Christian
asceticism is a fight, not against but for the body. For this reason, the whole man soul and body - repents. The body participates in the prayer of the soul just as the
soul prays through and in the body. Prostrations, the "psycho-somatic" sign of repentance and humility, of adoration and obedience, are thus the Lenten rite par
excellence.

PLANNING A SACRAMENT IN 2015?
If you anticipate having a Baptism or Wedding at Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas, here are some things to
consider as you begin to plan for your event. First, you should contact Father Bill as soon as possible to determine a date and time. You should also make sure that you and the Sponsors
(koumbaroi and anadochoi) are in ecclesiastical good standing and are Stewards of the Parish.
Please be aware that the following times are days when Sacraments are not permitted: Baptisms
are not celebrated during Holy Week or Pascha or on any Feast Day of the Lord or Theotokos; and
Weddings are not performed on fast days and during Lenten seasons, specifically: September 14
(Feast of the Holy Cross), December 13-25 (the Nativity Fast), January 5 and 6 (Holy Theophany),
Great Lent, Pascha, and Pentecost, the Fast of the Dormition (8/1-15), and the Beheading of John
the Baptist (8/29). Exceptions can only be granted by His Eminence Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Detroit.
In addition, all couples planning to marry are required to attend one of our Marriage Preparation Seminars.
Facility fees must be received by the Church Office in order to secure a date for a sacrament. The facility fee for a
baptism is $150, and for a wedding is $300.
For further information or questions concerning this, please contact Father Bill.
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Transitions
ADULT BAPTISM:
The New Christian: Gregory McCotter
Sponsor: Dr. Nicholas Mirkopoulos
Date: December 31, 2014

FUNERALS:
George Peter Christofield, age 91, on December 30, 2014.
Antoni G. Kramvousanos, age 57, on December 31, 2014
Evangeline "Angie" Callos, age 87, on January 17, 2015.

2014 BY THE NUMBERS (Revised)
BAPTISMS: 37
CHRISMATIONS: 6
WEDDINGS: 16
7 Orthodox Christian to Orthodox Christian
9 Orthodox Christian to Non-Orthodox Christian
FUNERALS: 36
FATHER BILL’S RECOMMENDED READING FOR FEBRUARY
THE MORNING OFFERING
Daily Thoughts for Orthodox Christians
By Abbot Tryphon
Each morning thousands of readers and listeners benefit from the fatherly wisdom and
spiritual insight of THE MORNING OFFERING, the blog and podcast of Abbot Tryphon. Many of his daily reflections on faith and modern life have been collected and are
offered in this new book. There is an entry for each day of the year. This volume will
provide a daily thought that will keep the reader focused on Christ through the day.
Father Tryphon is the Abbot of All-Merciful Savior Monastery on Vashon Island in the Puget Sound near Seattle,
Washington.
This book is available in our Parish Bookstore.
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Dearest Friends,
As the weather warms and the seasons change, our attention is drawn to Great Lent and
Pascha. As we are all aware, the season of Great Lent would not be complete without
flowers to adorn our Church. As in the past, we are once again soliciting contributions
for flowers and other needed items.
Several items have already been donated. We are seeking donations for the following
items:
† Flowers for the Salutations (Xairetismoi). $75 each. 2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20 and 3/27.
† Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross. $500 for 3/15.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation. $175 for 3/25.
† Garland of Flowers for the Icon of Palm Sunday. $175 for 4/5.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Bridegroom (Nymphios). $200 each 4/5, 4/6 and

4/7.
† Items needed for Holy Unction. $100 for 4/8.
† Flowers for the Resurrection Banner (Lavaron). $250.00 for 4/12.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Resurrection. $175 for 4/12.
† Floral arrangements for the Icon Screen (4 vases). $100 each for 4/12.
† Floral arrangements for the Altar Table (2 vases). $150 each for 4/12.
† Candles for the Crucifix (3) and for the Epitaphios (12), $25 each for 4/9 and 4/10.

If you would like to donate any of the above items, please call Eugene Nicholas
(513-591-0030) at the Church Office.
Thank you and may God bless you and grant you strength throughout this Lenten season.

Fr. Bill
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Parish Council President's Message
by Frank Cook
Hello, my name is Frank Cook. I am the newly elected President of our Parish Council. If you do not know who I am, I am in
the Narthex every Sunday. Stop by and we will chat.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank his Eminence Metropolitan NICHOLAS for ratifying the election of our Parish
Council. In addition, I thank Father Bill for allowing my name to be placed on the slate in nomination.
As I am new to the realm of Parish Council officers, I look to the past Parish Council Presidents, including but not limited to
Andrew Stefanopoulos, Dr. Pete Kambelos, Chris Chryssovergis, and Gus Perdikakis as being beacons of constructive communication who I will strive to emulate and who will, if I am fortunate, share their knowledge and experience with me. To the
outgoing Parish Council members, Peter Aamodt, John Sakelos, Andrew Stefanopoulos, Maria Moyer and Nick L. Sarakatsannis, I say do not be a stranger and I will miss your presence.
Finally, Karen, my wife, and my daughters, Lea and Annie, have shown great support and love towards me during my first
mention of being on the Parish Council, and now to the office of Parish Council President. And to my grandchildren, Luke and
Abigail, for always being there with me, loading the candles and sharing in the body and blood of Christ.
This past year has brought our community many things to be thankful for and many accomplishments. We distributed
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals to our neighbors; we hosted a double ordination (a belated welcome to you and yours Father William); we restored the brass in our Narthex and Sanctuary; we received more Stewardship donations in one year than
in any previous year; we added two new ovens to our kitchen; and we replaced the aging HVAC units over our office, gym,
banquet hall and Bishop’s Walk. All of these accomplishments will help our Parish to maintain and expand Ministries in His
service.
Anyway, there is a lot of new and improved things to be thankful for and the standbys which, with our love and support, keep
our liturgical and spiritual lives buoyant and alive. In closing, I have a lot to be thankful for, many people to attend to and very
little knowledge of how to do it. Perhaps you can point me in the right direction, and reflect the notion that we all enter the
house as many and become one in the Holy Spirit and, in the end, feed the Body of Christ.
Thank You,
Frank

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
THE GOOD SHEPHERD FOOD PANTRY
Kroger Community Rewards
Last year, we received $2,716 from our participation in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. This was achieved with an
average of 70 families participating each quarter. All funds received were used to support our Food Pantry. Kroger sets aside
4 million dollars to help non-profit organizations through this program. Just imagine how much it could benefit our Pantry if
we could raise our participation. Please consider taking a few minutes to attach your Kroger Rewards card to our Church. The
process is simple and once you are registered all you need to do is renew each year in April. We send out a renewal reminder
to our to the Parish each year.
Here are simple instructions for enrolling or renewing:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
If you already have an account, click on “Sign In”, or click on “Create An Account” to set up an account
Follow the enrollment instructions
Our Organization Number is 82785
Let’s make an effort to get our entire Parish involved.
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
We will be distributing “Go Red for Women” stickers on
Sunday, February 15, to raise awareness about the risk of
We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and will heart disease in women…help us save women’s lives.
have a Happy and Healthy New Year!
OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson

At our Christmas luncheon, we again had the Oak Hills Preparations are beginning for the Philoptochos Festival of
High School String Quartet and UnCommon Time Choir, Tables, Saturday night, May 9. We are hoping everyone
directed by Maria Palassis. Unfortunately, many of their will join us. Please note this event on your calendar.
singers came down with the flu. But those that came,
sang some Christmas carols and we all enjoyed their perAHEPA…Peter Rodish
formance. Thank you Maria for bringing them again.
Please take a moment and review some of the highlights
Thank you to Ben Haninia for taking care of Split the Pot from the AHEPA web site mission statement. If this was
and to Sophia Andreadis, Georgia Gelis, Dave Dargis and something that you feel you would like to be a part of,
Dean Kamtchy for hostessing. This year, we again had all
please see a member of AHEPA and become part of our
kinds of treats, such as, pretzels, candy, popcorn, cookies
that were given as split the pot. Everyone always enjoys family today.
treats. Thank you to all of you who brought some kind of
pastry to share and especially the beautiful cake that
Georgia donated. Thank you to Mary J. Christos for donating the wine in memory of her daughter, Cathy. And,
thank you to Alex and Jim for preparing a delicious meal
for us.
Alex and I want to thank The Over Fifty Club for our gifts.
We both enjoy doing what we do for the Over Fifties and
want to thank everyone that has helped us throughout the
year.
Our next luncheon will be on February 15 at Church.
PHILOPTOCHOS…Georgianne Gaz
For the Ladies of Philoptochos, 2015 got off to a very busy
start. The Vasilopita Breakfast and Auction were a great
success and I would like to thank the community for your
support. Marianthi Simos and her team prepared a fresh
Continental Breakfast for the Parishioners. Olga Raptis did
a great job of coaxing the bakers of our Church to bring in
Vasilopita of every size and taste for the successful auction. We would like to thank Fr. Bill for acting as auctioneer. Thank you to everyone who assisted us in providing
the breakfast to raise the funds for St. Basil’s Academy.
The February Philoptochos monthly meeting will take
place on Sunday, February 8th following Divine Liturgy.

Hellenism: An important component of AHEPA's mission is
to create an awareness of the principles of Hellenism to
society. These principles include a commitment to humanity, freedom and democracy. Education: AHEPA's commitment to education has been well documented throughout
its history. Over $4 million is endowed at the local, district
and national levels toward the use of scholarships and a
half-million dollars is awarded annually. Philanthropic:
Philanthropy and volunteerism have been pillars of
strength for AHEPA. AHEPA's philanthropic deeds
are evident in the restoration of the Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island; in the Halls of St. Basil Academy, a childcare
facility in Garrison, N.Y

CALENDAR ALERT!
Annual Blood Drive
Saturday of Lazarus
Σάββατο του Λαζάρου
April 04, 2015
(The day before Palm Sunday)
Donors please plan your last donation
two months prior to April 4.
8 | Page
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DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE…Vera Manolakas
The Calypso Chapter wishes everyone a happy and healthy
New Year. Thank you to all of you who supported us with
our baklava fund raiser. It was a success!
December brought many changes to the chapter. We
were saddened to learn that our president, Michele
Panagiotopoulos and her husband, Spiro, were relocating
to Florida on December 7. Our best wishes to Michele
and Spiro in his new position.
With Michele's departure, vice president Jacinta (Jay) Williams automatically became our new president. Our
Christmas dinner on December 9 also became an informal
business meeting as we transferred the reins from Michele
to Jay. Jay already has many innovative ideas for the
chapter. We are confident that Jay will be a worthy president.
The next change pertains to our meeting date. We will
now be meeting on the first Tuesday of the month rather
than the fourth. The only change will be during April when
the first Tuesday falls during Holy Week.
The final change was to cancel the March cooking class.
In March, we will begin taking orders for tsourekia (Easter
Bread). More information will follow in the March bulletin.

February 2015
We are planning an outing on March 14 to attend the
Spring Designer Purse Bingo in Kettering. This event is
sponsored by the Daughters District #11 Lodge. All are
invited to attend. Contact a Daughter for more information.
CHOIR…Janice Kellaris
Thank you to our Sunday Church School students and
teachers, SCS Director Cara Chryssovergis, choir members,
and composer James Kellaris, for once again celebrating
the birth of Christ with our annual Christmas Pageant on
December 14th. In case you missed it, there were new
musical compositions and arrangements this year, which
included parts for trumpet, viola, cello, flute, and autoharp. Instrumentalists included Michael Mavridoglou,
Julianna Bottomley, Gabriella Bottomley, John Leon, Brendan Jacklin, and James Kellaris.
Our Adult Choir is looking for new voices! If you are interested in joining us, please contact Janice Kellaris at jkellaris@cinci.rr.com, or 379-1825. We would also welcome
young students to sing with us. Boys and girls, please consider joining us! We rehearse on Wednesday evenings at
7:00, and Sunday mornings at 9:00.
Interested in private piano lessons? Janice Kellaris has
openings at her home in Fairfield Township, or at West
Chester Academy of Music and Dance.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
The family of Dr. Nicholas M. Gormas would like to inform everyone of his passing at age 80 on December 18,
2014. He had been living in Cape Coral, Florida.
Assistance Requested: It's that time of year and the Hellenic Dancers of Cincinnati (the adult group) are already
preparing for the dance season. Besides the Panegyri, the Hellenic Dancers represent and promote our culture,
Church and Panegyri at functions around Cincinnati. We are in need of costumes and are politely requesting assistance. If you are able and willing to help us create costumes, we would be grateful. Please contact Christy Toth at
502-797-6301 or agape8182@yahoo.com.
PANEGYRI 2015: It’s hard to believe the Panegyri is only 5 months away. Once again, we are seeking help with our
poster design. We have been blessed with talent from our parishioners assisting with this task. If you have an idea
or design, please submit it to Eugene Nicholas at goc7000@gmail.com. We would like to have the poster complete
by the end of February. On another note, we have already begun to purchase items for the pastry baking. Please
look for the sponsorship letter and list towards the end of this month. Sponsorship has become one of the key
components to our success. Let’s work together to make this another successful Panegyri!
9 | Page
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
By: Father William Redmon

Greetings in Christ!
Our next GOYA meeting will be on Sunday, February 1, following Divine Liturgy. This will also be the second
Sunday of the GOYA “Souper Bowl of Caring.” From Friday, February 13 – Sunday, February 15, the GOYA basketball teams will be in Dayton for a tournament. On Saturday, February 21, at 6:00 p.m., the GOYA will be
holding the Family Greek Taverna Night at the Church.
We are also planning our GOYA Lenten retreat, which will take place from 9 a.m.– 2 p.m. on Saturday, March
14, 2015. The Retreat will be entitled “In the World, Not of the World,” and we will explore, together, how to
interpret and apply this aphorism in our own lives.
Our next JOY/HOPE meeting will be on Friday, February 6, at 6:30 p.m. Our attendance at the past two JOY/
HOPE meetings has been very low, and I would encourage the parents of children in the age group to bring
their children. JOY/HOPE is the foundation of a life lived in Christ, and is where our children begin to build a
sense of community with each other and with the Church. It is where we plant the seeds of faith so that they
might grow and stick with our children throughout their lives. I pray that I am able to meet more of you as we
work together in this ministry, and as we seek to lay a foundation for the Lord in the lives of our children.
As we enter the new year together, let us devote ourselves again to Christ in His Church through our service to
his children. May we always choose Christ, the one who gives us life through the ministries of His Church, in a
world where we constantly face many competing choices. May God bless and keep all of us in His care.
-Fr. William

OCF: COLLEGE CORNER
By: Father William Redmon

Greetings! “OCF: College Corner” will be a monthly column to update our Parish community as to the status of
the local Cincinnati/Xavier chapter of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship. We decided to move the organizational meeting back to February in order to give people who are interested a little more time to get their contact information in.
In the coming years, this ministry will become ever more important as members of our community begin their
college careers—a point in life when it is particularly essential to retain a connection to Christ. OCF is a chance
for Orthodox students to associate with one another, to share intellectual interests, and to build lasting
friendships. If you are interested, or know someone who may be interested, please send your contact information to Fr. William at fr.william.redmon@gmail.com. Our organizational meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 22, at 12:00 noon, in the conference room, at Holy Trinity–Saint Nicholas.
10 | Page
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In 2014, our Parish achieved a new milestone for our Stewardship gifts to the Church. Although we fell short of our
budgetary goal, we set a new record for our Parish of $422,868. The is a testament to the generosity and willingness
of our Parishioners to support and expand our Ministries. Stewardship is the most important resource for the funding
of our Ministries.
Our current stewardship goal is set to cover just over 50% of our operational expense for all Ministries. The Stewardship Committee continues to strive towards our Parish’s mission to cover 100% of our operational expenses through
stewardship.
During the 2015 Stewardship Campaign, the Stewardship Committee attempted to reach out to all members of our
Parish through a phone campaign. Hopefully, you received a call; but we know that many were not reached for a variety of reasons. The purpose of this calling campaign was to thank Parishioners for their support and encourage them
to fill out a pledge card for 2015. Receiving a pledge card from each family is a vital part of our planning each year.
Without a pledge, it makes it difficult for the Parish Council to know what to expect each year - 2014 was a good example of this. We received donations of $422,868 from 606 families, but we only received pledge cards for $324,719
from 395 families. This means we received $98,149 more than we had anticipated. Now, of course, this a great problem to have, but for planning purposes it would help to know what to expect.
Many parishioners have told us that they worry about not being able to fulfill their pledge. A pledge is NOT a contract,
but a commitment. If your circumstances change, you can make an adjustment to your pledge at any time.
We hope that you will join us in supporting and expanding our Parish Ministries as we strive to make 2015 another
record year.

2015 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH 1-19-15
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Adinamis, George & Robyn
Allgeier, Brian & Ellen
Anastasiou, Demetra
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Antoniades, Anthony & Tracey
Apostol, Katherine
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Bender, Robert & Kathy
Bertok, Christina
Bikas, Michael & Anna
Bikas, Nicholas
Binzer, Brian & Chrisanthi
Borcoman, Tate & Nicole
Borod, Gregory & Gloria
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Brausch, Robert & Julie
Bouras, Anna
Brown, Bryan & Nickie
Brown, William & George-Ann
Callos, Harry† & Angie†
Callos, Thomas & Patricia
Caneris, Adonis & Ana Maria
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Carey, Lee & Tula
Carras, Evan & Betsy
Carumpalos, Constantine

Cassis, Fr. William & Presvytera Anastasia
Chachoff, Nada
Charnas, Terry & Koula
Christman, Carl & Becky
Christopoulos, Vassiliki
Christos, Mary J.
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Claffie, Sean & Angela
Colak, Tony & Joan
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Barbara
Cook, Frank & Karen
Coures, George
Cranley, John & Dena
Dargis, Melody & David
Demetrion, Jim J. & Carole
Diaz, Chris & Stephanie
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
Elias, Nicholas
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Fielden, Brad & Tricia
Fillios, Elias & Mary
Francis, Dean & Kathy
Frangowlakis, Thomas
Frantzis, Kosta & Tammy
Freudenberg, Grey & Eleni
Furkas, Lisa
Gaier, Dean
Gaier, Jeffrey & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin

Gelis, James & Kathy
Gelis, Maria
Georgeton, Peter T. & Nancy
Georgiton, Nick & Kristy Koerner
Georgiton, Peter J. & Betsy
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, Gus & Eleni
Geromes, Alexander
Gerros, Mary
Gilbert, Bob & Faith
Gionnette, Lena & Mike
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Gormas, Pete
Grammas, George & Pam
Greene, David & Maria
Gregory, Dean & Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Haddad, Saba & Elise
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. & Akrivi
Hayden, Jason & Rebecca
Herrmann, Dennis & Stacy
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Himonidis, Chris & Ruth
Hodges, Nick & Millie
Humbert, Randy & DeDe
Iatrides, Panawiota
Iatrides, Steve & Christina Kutsubu
Ioannou, Maria & John
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The rich man is not the one who has much, but the one who gives much.
For what he gives away remains his forever.
St. John Chrysostom

The parishioners listed here have made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2015 Stewardship. If you have not made your Stewardship
Pledge for 2015, we encourage you to do so today. Pledge Cards are available through the Church Office or can be obtained by contacting any
member of the Parish Council or the Clergy.

Ioannou, Michael & Meagan
Jones, Carolyn
Jones, James A. & Jo Ann
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, James G. & Thelma
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Kahle, John & Nickie
Kalemanis, George & Nikki
Kanaris, Kostantinos & Katy
Kappas, James P.
Karageorge, Dimitri & Athena
Karakatsani, Marianthi
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karas, Ted & Dixie
Karras, Giorgio & Erene
Katsanis, Claire C.
Katsaounis, Nick & Fay
Kehayes, Peggy
Kehayes, William & Melissa
Kellaris, Dr. James & Janice
Kelso, Greg & Kelly
Kevin, Patrick & Diane
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Kontopos, Pete & Katerina
Kontopos, Vagelis & Amanda
Kontsis, George & Melissa
Korvessis, Anthony & Georgia Lydia
Kostopoulos, Nikolaos & Dana
Kranias, Stratos & Amanda
Kunkemoeller, Thomas & Janice
Kyrios, Eleni
Kyrios, Tassos & Maria
Lambrinides, Ted & Kimberly
Lambrinides, Thomas J. & Mary Ann
Landers, Lauren
Lazares, Gus J.
LesChander, Scott L. & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Loukoumidis, George & Stacey
Makris, Thomas & Ellen
Maleas, Pete C. & Pearl
Manolakas, Alexander & Vera
Maris, George & Tricia
Masella, Ron & Christine
Mathes, Robert & Dena
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
Mavridoglou, Nicholas & Jessica
McKay, Betty Jo
McKay, Phil & Chris
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Meyer, Andy & Maria
Mintsoulis, Maria & Jack O’Banion
Mirkopoulos, Nicholas
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta

Misali, A. J. "Ike"
Misali, John P. & Deborah
Misali, Mary Jean
Mohler, David & Angel
Morgan, Paul & Mary
Morris, John & Christine
Mortensen, Danny
Moyer, Gabe & Maria
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Murray, Stella P.
Naser, Jacoub & Dina
Nathan, Jaimie & Amy
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Nikias, Vasilia
Nikias Murray, Stella P.
Nitsis, Dimitrius & Leisa
Nourtsis, Sam & Alexandra
O'Neill, Brian & Stephanie
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Palassis, Nick & Maria
Panagiotidis, Pantelis & Anastasia
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Paparodis, Bess
Papasavvas, Nektarios & Sally
Papathanas, Harry & Joyce
Pappas, Steven & Jolene
Parsenios, Lewis G.
Pascal, Betsy
Pascal, James
Pavlakis, George & Suzanne
Perdikakis-Patterson, Constance & Brett Patterson
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Claire
Phillips, Joshua & Katherine
Pilipovich, George & Cynthia
Plomaritis, Peter & Elsa
Politis, Michael & Carmen
Ponticos, George D.
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Redmon, Fr. William & Presvytera Elizabeth
Riber, Sam & Filio
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Rodish, Peter & Suzanne
Romanos, Michael & Carla
Rose, Marvin & Chrysoula
Saba, Youhana
Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sakelos, James
Sakelos, John & Kathleen
Sampson, Angeline
Sampson, Tony & Mary Ann

Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sarakatsannis, George & Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Sarakatsannis, Panny
Schmalz, Mary Ann
Schmidberger, Gary & Elizabeth
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schultz, James & Sarah
Schutter, Michael & Lynne
Semertzides, Manos & Elizabeth
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, August C.
Simos, Marianthi
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas & Becky
Spirtoff, John & Vicki
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stenger, Doug & Lauren
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stergiopulos, Anna
Storch, Mark & Angela
Strike, Louis
Stringas, Emanuel
Suhar, Sylvia
Thomakos, Artemis
Tipis, Constantine & Lisa
Tipis, Eleni
Trester, Ron & Maria
Triantafilou, Nicholas P. & Lenna
Triantafilou, Rita
Trivett, Michael & Matina
Varnell, Charles & Krista
Vessey, Lenie
Vidas, Cynthia
Watson, Douglas & Akrivi
Weis, Daniel & Anastasia
Weisenborn, Cary & Maria
Weitfle, Christopher & Maria
Williams, Jacinta
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Witt, Alan J. & Bessie
Wright, Duane M. & Stacy
Xanthakos, Stavra & Helmut Roehrig
Zaferes, Eleni
Zigoris, Mark & Irene
Zolotas, Pete & Papy
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For the most updated Calendar, visit www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
Sunday

Monday

1

2

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

Presentation of
the Lord into
the Temple
8:30 a.m. Matins
and Divine Liturgy

GOYA Mtg.

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Friday
6

Saturday
7

6:30 p.m.
JOY/HOPE
Mtg.

7:00 p.m.
DOP Mtg.

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

8

9

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

10

11

12

6:30 p.m.
AHEPA Mtg.

13

14

Dayton GOYA
Basketball
Tournament

1st Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials

Philoptochos Mtg.

Dayton GOYA
Basketball
Tournament

15
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

16

17

18

19

20

2nd Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials

6:00 p.m.
Parish Council
Dinner & Mtg.

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

Spring General
Assembly

12:00 p.m.
Over Fifty
Lunch

Dayton GOYA
Basketball
Tournament

22
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

21

7:00 p.m.
GOYA Family
Greek Taverna
Night

23
6:00 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group
Great Lent Begins

7:00 p.m.
Grand Compline

24

25
6:00 p.m.
Presanctified
Divine Liturgy

26

27

28

7:00 p.m.
1st Stanza
Salutations to
the Theotokos

3rd Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Very Rev. Father William Cassis
Assistant Priest: Rev. Father William Redmon
Staff
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Facilities Manager: Chris Jonson
Officers

Parish Council Members

Members

Frank Cook, President

Chris Chryssovergis

James Gelis, Vice-President

David Greene

Peter Rodish, Treasurer

Stacey Loukoumidis

Justin Bates, Asst. Treasurer

Christine Masella

Karen Aamodt, Secretary

Jessica Mavridoglou

Matthew Neuendorf, Asst. Secretary

Michael Mavridoglou
Nektarios Papasavvas

Organizations and Ministries
Philoptochos Society: Georgianne Gaz, President

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.

Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: Louis Kapourales, Tasos Ioannides, James Raptis, Philanthy Nichols
Altar Boys: Gus Siegel, Father William Cassis, Father William Redmon
Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, Director
Greek School: Alexandros Laftsidis, Director
GOYA: Father William Redmon, GOYA Ministry Team
HOPE and JOY Groups: Father William Redmon, Ministry Team
Mothers Club: Catherine Stavros, President
AHEPA: Peter Rodish, President
Daughters of Penelope: Jacinta “Jay” Williams, President
Over 50s Club: Ann Jonson, President
Parish Bible Study and Orthodoxy 101: Father William Cassis
Orthodox Reading Group: Father William Redmon

The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
February 8, 2015
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@gmail.com or
goc7000@gmail.com
Our Church website can be found
at
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father William Cassis,
Father William Redmon, Eugene Nicholas

The Good Shepherd Food Pantry: Stephanie Diaz, Maria Freeman,
Mary Morgan, Matina Trivett

Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis

PANEGYRI: Frank Cook-General Chairman, Chris Chryssovergis
Parish Bookstore: Christina Polychroniou
Office Hours: Weekdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Other Services as scheduled.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturdays of the Souls (Psychosavvata)
“For You, O Christ our God, are the Resurrection, the Life, and the blessed
Repose of all those who have fallen asleep in the Faith and unto You do we offer up glory, to the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen”.

February 14, 21 and 28, 2015
Let us pray for the eternal memory and blessed repose of:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Requested by:__________________________________________________
Parishioners wishing to have the name of their departed loved ones read during the Saturdays of the Souls are asked to fill
out the above form and return it to the Clergy as soon as possible.

