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Great-martyr Theodore the General
Commemorated on February 8
The Great Martyr Theodore Stratelates
came from the city of Euchaita in Asia Minor. He was endowed with many talents,
and was handsome in appearance. For his
charity God enlightened him with the
knowledge of Christian truth. The bravery
of the saintly soldier was revealed after he,
with the help of God, killed a giant serpent
living on a precipice in the outskirts of
Euchaita. The serpent had devoured many
people and animals, terrorizing the countryside. St Theodore armed himself with a
sword and vanquished it, glorifying the
name of Christ among the people.
For his bravery St Theodore was appointed
military commander in the city of Heraclea,
where he combined his military service
with preaching the Gospel among the pagans subject to him. His gift of persuasion,
reinforced by his personal example of
Christian life, turned many from their false
gods. Soon, nearly all of Heraclea had accepted Christianity.
During this time the emperor Licinius (311324) began a fierce persecution against
Christians. In an effort to stamp out the
new faith, he persecuted the enlightened
adherents of Christianity, who were perceived as a threat to paganism. Among
these was St Theodore. Licinius tried to
force St Theodore to offer sacrifice to the
pagan gods. The saint invited Licinius to
come to him with his idols so both of them
could offer sacrifice before the people.
Blinded by his hatred for Christianity, Licinius trusted the words of the saint, but he
was disappointed. St Theodore smashed
the gold and silver statues into pieces,
which he then distributed to the poor.

Thus he demonstrated the vain faith in
soulless idols, and also displayed Christian
charity.
St Theodore was arrested and subjected to
fierce and refined torture. He was dragged
on the ground, beaten with iron rods, had
his body pierced with sharp spikes, was
burned with fire, and his eyes were
plucked out. Finally, he was crucified. Varus, the servant of St Theodore, barely had
the strength to write down the incredible
torments of his master.
God, however, in His great mercy, willed
that the death of St Theodore should be as
fruitful for those near him as his life was.
An angel healed the saint’s wounded body
and took him down from the cross. In the
morning, the imperial soldiers found him
alive and unharmed. Seeing with their own
eyes the infinite might of the Christian
God, they were baptized not far from the
place of the unsuccessful execution.
Continued on Page 2

THE VOICE

February 2014

Thus St Theodore became “like a day of splendor” for those pagans dwelling in the darkness of idolatary, and he enlightened
their souls “with the bright rays of his suffering.” Unwilling to escape martyrdom for Christ, St Theodore voluntarily surrendered himself to Licinius, and discouraged the Christians from rising up against the torturer, saying, “Beloved, halt! My Lord
Jesus Christ, hanging upon the Cross, restrained the angels and did not permit them to take revenge on the race of man.”
Going to execution, the holy martyr opened up the prison doors with just a word and freed the prisoners from their bonds.
People who touched his robe were healed instantly from sicknesses, and freed from demonic possession. By order of the emperor, St Theodore was beheaded by the sword. Before his death he told Varus, “ Do not fail to record the day of my death,
and bury my body in Euchaita.” He also asked to be remembered each year on this date. Then he bent his neck beneath the
sword, and received the crown of martyrdom which he had sought. This occurred on February 8, 319, on a Saturday, at the
third hour of the day.
St Theodore is regarded as the patron saint of soldiers. He is also commemorated on June 8.

Great-martyr Theodore the Recruit
Commemorated on February 17
The Holy Great Martyr Theodore the Recruit (Tyro) was a soldier in the city of Alasium of the Pontine district (northeast province of Asia Minor, stretching along the
coast of the Euxine, i.e. the Black Sea), under the command of a certain Brincus.
They commanded him to offer sacrifice to idols. St Theodore firmly confessed his
faith in Christ the Savior in a loud voice. The commander gave him several days to
think it over, during which time St Theodore prayed.
They charged him with setting a pagan temple on fire, and threw him into prison to
be starved to death. The Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him there, comforting and
encouraging him. Brought to the governor, St Theodore boldly and fearlessly confessed his faith, for which he was subjected to new torments and condemned to
burning. The martyr Theodore climbed onto the fire without hesitation, and with
prayer and gave up his holy soul to God.
This occurred in about the year 306 under the Roman emperor Galerius (305-311). Unharmed by the fire, the body of St Theodore was buried in the city of Euchaita, not far from Amasium. His relics were afterwards transferred to Constantinople, to a
church dedicated to him. His head is in Italy, in the city of Gaeto.
Later on, fifty years after the death of St Theodore, the emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363), wanting to commit an outrage
upon the Christians, commanded the city-commander of Constantinople during the first week of Great Lent to sprinkle all the
food provisions in the marketplaces with the blood offered to idols. St Theodore appeared in a dream to Archbishop Eudoxius,
ordering him to inform all the Christians that no one should buy anything at the marketplaces, but rather to eat cooked wheat
with honey (kolyva).
In memory of this occurrence, the Orthodox Church annually celebrates the holy Great Martyr Theodore the Recruit on the
first Saturday of Great Lent. Kolyva is blessed and distributed to the faithful. The celebration of the Great Martyr Theodore on
the first Saturday of Great Lent was set by the Patriarch Nectarius of Constantinople (381-397).
We pray to St Theodore for the recovery of stolen articles.
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Christmas Caroling
By Nickie Brown
The time to share God’s Love and Glory with the ones we love. Dedicating two Saturdays to spend with individuals
who appreciate our time more than we know was a fulfilling experience. It's hard to visit nursing homes and the elderly,
some of us find sadness with the situation while others stand in awe in the full lives that have been lived. I can personally say that I enjoy the elderly. My uncle Nick taught us how to enjoy the simple things in life, one of those things is
visiting the elderly, who should never be forgotten. Hearing their personal histories and being serenaded are just a few
of the highlights that make this event so fun. Singing off key, joking around and hanging out with friends and family
also opens the heart to the true meaning of Christmas; giving with all our heart.
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Dearest Friends,
As the weather warms and the seasons change, our attention is drawn to Great Lent
and Pascha. As we are all aware, the season of Great Lent would not be complete
without flowers to adorn our Church. As in the past, we are once again soliciting contributions for flowers and other needed items.
Several items have already been donated. We are seeking donations for the following
items:
† Flowers for the Salutations (Xairetismoi). $75 each. 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28 and 4/4.
† Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross. $500 for 3/23.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation. $175 for 3/25.
† Garland of Flowers for the Icon of Palm Sunday. $175 for 4/13
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Bridegroom (Nymphios). $200 each 4/13, 4/14

and 4/15.
† Items needed for Holy Unction. $100 for 4/16.
† Floral Arrangement for the Foot of the Cross. $300 for 4/18
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Resurrection. $175 for 4/20.
† Floral arrangements for the Icon Screen (4 vases). $100 each for 4/20.
† Floral arrangements for the Altar Table (2 vases). $150 each for 4/20.
† Paschal Candles for Father Bill and Father Irenaeus. $130 each for 4/20.
† Candles for the Crucifix (3) and for the Epitaphios (12), $25 each for 4/17 and 4/18.

If you would like to donate any of the above items, please call Eugene Nicholas
(513-591-0030) at the Church Office.
Thank you and may God bless you and grant you strength throughout this Lenten season.

Fr. Bill
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Parish Council President's Message
by Andy Stefanopoulos
Having been a lifelong member of the Greek Orthodox community of Cincinnati, I am both honored and humbled to have been elected President of the Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Parish Council
for 2014. I am hopeful that my familiarity with the history of our community as well as my
friendships with many of you will help me be successful in leading and growing our community.
I was baptized at Holy Trinity, our Church on Vine Street, which had been converted from the
Aragon Theater. When Holy Trinity merged with St. Nicholas, our family attended the new
Church on Reading Road, which had been converted from a Jewish synagogue. (I might add that we now had to take
three streetcars to attend church instead of one for Holy Trinity). It was there that I served as an altar boy, sang in the
choir, joined GOYA, played and coached on the Church’s softball and basketball teams, and in 1970 became a member
of the Parish Council.
1970 was a tumultuous year as we prepared to move from Reading Road. There was dissension in the community:
many wished to stay in Avondale; some wanted a new church to be built in Clifton; eventually we opted for the new
church to be built in Finneytown.
As with any financial decision, the question most often asked was, “How are we going to pay for this”? Needless to say,
we succeeded: we built Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas, which is, I think, the most beautiful church in the world...and through
our love for our Greek Orthodox faith, we not only paid for it but continued to grow as we added a gymnasium/hall,
classrooms, and offices. Each time we grew, the same question arose: “How are we going to pay for this”? Again, our
Parishioners realized that growth was essential to our success and we successfully met our financial obligations.
Our parish has grown to over 900 families. We are truly blessed that our predecessors had the foresight to realize that
to keep our community a vibrant one, it had to continue to grow, both spiritually and physically, and to meet new challenges on a positive note.
2014 will be a challenging year. We need to continue to renew our Greek Orthodox faith and love for our fellow parishioners. We must become the predecessors of the future.
Financing any project, including day to day operations of our Church, is not an easy task. We must grow our stewardship contributions. Last year, unfortunately, we failed to meet our financial goals. We are truly appreciative of those
who gave generously and we are encouraged by the fact that many who have pledged for 2014 have increased their
pledges; however I would like to see a greater commitment from all of our Parish families. Please allow our Stewardship Committee as well as members of the Parish Council to reach out to you and discuss how any contribution you can
afford will be sincerely appreciated. I ask not only for God’s help, but for your assistance in helping us meet the financial needs of our Church.
I am very optimistic that 2014 will be a joyous year for all of us and will bring our community even closer together.
Please be assured that the entire Parish Council will be readily available and more than willing to discuss with you any
and all issues pertinent to Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas.

Parish Announcements
Tom and Trish Callos announce the engagement of their son, Triffon Paul, to Anastasia Zoe (Stacey) Leon, daughter of Gus and Kathy Leon. Proud grandparents, Harry and Angie Callos and George and Alexandra Sarros.
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Transitions
CHRISMATIONS:
Kristy Marie Koerner and her children, Owen and Grace, were welcomed into the Orthodox Faith by the Sacrament of
Holy Chrismation on January 19, 2014. Their Sponsor is Ianthe Schulte.

BAPTISMS:
The New Christian: Caitlin Nicole
Parent: Nick Georgiton
Sponsor: Cindy Nicholas
Date: January 18, 2014

The New Christian: Alexandra Nicole
Parent: Nick Georgiton
Sponsor: Maria Kontopos
Date: January 18, 2014

The New Christian: Sophia Nicole
Parent: Nick Georgiton
Sponsor: Eleni Haralamos
Date: January 18, 2014

The New Christian: Roman Adrian
Parents: Adrian and Tina (Love) King
Sponsor: Wendy Love
Date: January 19, 2014

FUNERAL:
Katherine (Plagakis) Mesisklis, age 91, on January 20, 2014

Kroger Community Rewards Program:
Have you registered your loyalty card yet?
The Kroger Community Rewards program continues to be one of the best and easiest ways to fund our Outreach Ministries.
By shopping at Kroger and using your loyalty card, Kroger sends us up to 4% of your purchases every quarter. The catch is
that you need to register our Church to your card online. The process is very simple and takes less than 10 minutes. In 2013,
we received $2,625 with only 53 families signed up. Let’s make an effort to get our entire Parish involved in 2014.
To enroll, go to krogercommunityrewards.com, sign in, if you already have an account, or click on “Register” and create your
account. Now click on Community Rewards and follow the enrollment instructions. Our Organization Number is 82785.
Please take a moment and help our Church and Community with this great program from Kroger.

Roof Repair Update
Our final payment to the roofing company will be made this month. To finance this project
we have borrowed $86,000 on our line of credit. As of January 21th, we have raised
$54,818 in donations from 116 families and 1 organization. This includes the donations
from the special tray passed each week.
We are projecting that another $50,000 to $60,000 will need to be borrowed between now and the Panegyri to cover our
daily operating expenses. Our goal is to raise the money to pay off the line of credit used for the roof before Panegyri. We
would not like to be carrying $150,000 of debt going into the festival.
We continue to ask that each household in our parish consider a donation of $250. Thank you to the parishioners who have
already responded and to the ones who are planning to assist with our efforts.
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson
Our Christmas luncheon was so nice. In December, we
had six (6) new members join. Welcome Marian
Bugitzedes, Georgianne Gaz, Paul Kessis, Nick Kessis,
Angeliki Monroe, and John Papanikolaou. For entertainment, we had the Oak Hills High School String Quartet
and UnCommon Time Choir, directed by Maria Palassis.
Last month, we voted to give them $300 so they can
buy something they can use. Thank you Maria for bringing them to The Over Fifties luncheon. Everyone enjoyed the beautiful music. This year, instead of the
usual stuffed animals for table decorations, we had all
kinds of treats, such as, pretzels, candy, popcorn, cookies. Thank you to all of you who brought some kind of
pastry to share. And, thank you to Alex and Jim for preparing a delicious meal for us.
Our sympathy to Tony and George Nyktas and Kyriaki
Marcarello and families on the passing of their mother,
Helen Wellman. Helen will always be remembered as
the lady who always wore “heels” and was always
dressed so very nice. We lit a candle in her memory.
May she rest in peace.
Alex and I want to thank The Over Fifty Club for our
gifts. We both enjoy doing what we do for the Over Fifties and want to thank everyone that has helped us
throughout the year.
Our next luncheon will be on February 15 at Church.
PHILOPTOCHOS…Georgianne Gaz
For the Ladies of Philoptochos, 2014 got off to a very
busy start. The Vasilopita Breakfast and Auction were a
great success and I would like to thank the community
for your support. Marianthi Simos and her kitchen team
prepared a delicious breakfast. Olga Raptis did a great
job of organizing the bakers of our Church to bring in
Vasilopita of every size and taste for the successful auction. Thank you to everyone who assisted us in providing the breakfast to raise the funds for St. Basil’s Academy.
We would also like to thank all of the Church organizations and their creative cooks for participating with us in
the Outreach Sunday Chili Cook-off.

The February Philoptochos monthly meeting will take
place on Sunday, February 9, following the Divine Liturgy. We will be distributing “Go Red for Women” stickers on Sunday, February 16, to raise awareness about
the risk of heart disease in women…help us save
women’s lives.
Preparations are beginning for the Philoptochos Festival
of Tables, Saturday night, March 1, right before Lent
begins. We are hoping you will all join us. Put it on
your calendar.
DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE…Karen Aamodt

The Daughters of Penelope continue to have a busy and
fun year. At our January meeting we initiated a new
member and member Jay Williams was our Guest
Speaker and gave a presentation based on her career at
the Cincinnati Zoo working with primates. Jay had a fascinating story to share with us and now we all have a
new appreciation for the important work being done at
our local zoo and at other zoos around the
world. "Thank you" to Jay for sharing your time and
story. We hosted a new social and fundraising event in
January, a Bunco Party Night. This was a fun evening
with friends and made even better knowing that the
funds raised will help us donate to local charities in our
area and to support research into a cure or a vaccine for
breast cancer. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 25th at 7:00 pm in the small hall at Church. We plan
to initiate another new member at that time. We are
also working with AHEPA to plan our annual district convention which will be held here in Cincinnati on Father's
Day weekend.
We'll have more news about that soon, but go ahead
and mark your calendars for the Friday Greek Night Dinner/Dance on June 13th. This is always an enjoyable
evening and a nice opportunity to meet people from the
other chapters in our district. If you have any questions
about our organization or our projects, please contact
Karen Aamodt at aamodtka@mac.com or 513-582-7263
OR Michele Sutherland Panagiotopoulos at mpanagiotopoulos@gmail.com or 859-444-0933.
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL…Cara Chryssovergis
It's time for the Oratorical Festival! The St John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival is an opportunity for Orthodox
students to write and speak about their faith. Our Parish
Festival is scheduled for March 30, 2014. There are three
age groups or divisions -- Elementary (grades 3-6), Junior
(grades 7-9), and Senior (grades 10-12). The first and second place competitors from both the Junior and Senior
Division have the opportunity to represent our Parish in
the District Festival. All participants in our Parish Festival
will receive a gift for their efforts. If your child is interested
in participating please contact SCS director, Cara
Chryssovergis or Oratorical Coordinator, Peter Aamodt.
Students gain experience with public speaking, writing
skills, and applying principals of Orthodoxy to their lives.
All parishioners are invited to attend the festival to support the students in their efforts. A complementary lunch
will be provided for all attendees.
Our Sunday Church School has classes for ages pre-school
to high school senior. In addition, SCS has introduced,
"Living the Orthodox Life"-- A Class for ADULTS to refresh
understanding of Orthodox essentials and explore the Orthodox faith with respect to life. All SCS classes begin each
Sunday with the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am. Class instruction begins directly following the distribution of Holy Com-

February 2014
munion and ends at 11:45 am. One of the best ways for
anyone to build a foundation as an Orthodox Christian is
to attend Divine Liturgy and Church School on a regular
basis. Our SCS program is offered free of charge thanks to
your generous Stewardship donations.
St. Theophan the Recluse said, "Of all the Holy works, the
education of children is the most holy." The role our Sunday School teachers play in the future of our faith is so important: educating our youth. Volunteering time and talents to the SCS program is a great gift to the youth of our
parish but it can also be a growth experience for the
teacher as well. We are in desperate need of assistant
teachers or parent helpers for Pre-School, and grades 6, 7,
and 8. Please consider this opportunity to serve your parish and make our SCS program exceptional.
Last year SCS converted to an all electronic registration
system. Because of the medical authorization form, ALL
STUDENTS must be registered electronically every year. A
link to the registration form is available on the Church
website. Please register your children if you have not already done so.
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer your
time and talents contact Cara Chryssovergis at 513-2262746 or htsnscs@gmail.com.

A Message from our Parish Council
Over the years, participation in our Easter Sunday Agape Luncheon has slowly declined. A number of people who would otherwise engage in the fellowship offered by such an event have told us this is true because their preference is to spend time
with immediate and extended family on this day. Accordingly, the Parish Council has decided to suspend hosting the Agape
Luncheon for now. If you would like to discuss this decision, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Andy Stefanopoulos, President of the Parish Council or any other member of the Parish Council.

Important Church Policy Change
Effective January 1, 2014, we have made a change to our facilities fees for use of the sanctuary for sacraments. All
facilities fees must now be paid in order to secure a date for a sacrament. The fees for use of the sanctuary are as
follows: $150 (baptism), $300 (wedding) and $500 (non-member wedding). Facility fees are charged to help offset
the additional cost of utilities, cleaning and maintenance of the Church sanctuary and grounds for the event. If you
have any concerns about this change, please contact Fr. Bill or Eugene Nicholas at 513-591-0030.
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Stewardship Message
It is human nature to look to the past as guidance on how to go forward. It is tempting, but also disappointing, to do so
regarding the Parish’s annual stewardship campaign. Although 2013’s total - $387,000 – surpassed 2012’s, this amount
fell below budget, not meeting even half of the year’s operating expenses, and a net operating loss was incurred. Although our community hopes, as indicated in the most recent survey, that we should rely more on stewardship and less
on the Panegyri, we have not moved forward toward meeting this goal over the last two years. In other words, this recent
past does not provide a way forward.
So how does our hope become reality? This is a change of heart moment in terms of stewardship: a time to turn our
hearts toward the faithful giving – and pledging – needed to sustain our Parish and its ministries.
Why is pledging important, you may ask? Isn’t there an entire year to make our goal, not to mention counting on a good
festival to supplement revenue?
Pledging is a crucial barometer of our commitment to the Church and to God. If we were prudent, pledged income would
be the basis for our annual budget – that’s the way it’s done in other denominations. Notably, pledges made so far for
2014 – at just under $200,000 – don’t cover even 25% of our operating expenses. What expenses could we cut to balance
against pledged revenues? We could not do so and remain viable as a Parish of our size and in our present buildings.
Without sufficient pledges made, we gamble every year. We bet that almost as much unpledged donations will be received as those pledged. We bet that there will be good weather and another record year for festival income. Given
pledges made, we bet at four-to one odds. There are some games of chance at the Horseshoe Casino offering shorter
odds than that.
Of course we don’t gamble quite as gamblers do at the Casino. We have God to provide, and He does so in many, many
ways. Nonetheless, is it right to put Him to the test as we do with our Parish finances? Would not a more faithful response to the Church’s request for stewardship be to look inward and pledge a heartfelt gift in gratitude for His many
blessings?
This is what your Stewardship Committee asks of you. Giving is important, and we indeed thank all who make stewardship donations. Your pledges, however, allow the Parish to exercise prudent management over our financial resources
and not make our annual budget a game of chance. Please make a 2014 pledge today if you have not already done so.

“The rich man is not the one who has much, but the one who gives much.
For what he gives away remains his forever.”
St. John Chrysostom

2014 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH 1-22-14
The parishioners listed here have made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2014 Stewardship.

Let’s make this year our most successful year ever!
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Adinamis, George & Robyn
Alhirsh, Kamel & Rana
Allgeier, Brian & Ellen
Andreadis, Paul
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Apostol, Katherine
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Balkenbusch, Matt & Nicole

Bates, Justin
Bender, Robert & Kathy
Bikas, Michael & Anna
Bilionis, Charles & Angela
Blavos, Sylvia
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boulmetis, Samuel N. & Anita
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Brausch, Robert & Julie
Brown, Bryan & Nickie
Brown, William & George-Ann

Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Carumpalos, Constantine
Cassis, Fr. William & Presvytera Anastasia
Chachoff, Nada
Christman, Carl & Margaret
Christos, William P.
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Cimarosti, Helen
Colak, Tony & Joan
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
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Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Barbara
Cook, Frank & Karen
Coures, George
Cranley, John & Dena
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Economakis, Tina
Economou, Robert
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
Elias, Nicholas
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Fielden, Brad & Tricia
Freeman, Maria
Freudenberg, Grey & Eleni
Gaier, Jeffrey & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin
Gelis, James & Kathy
Georgescu, Dan & Cristiana
Georgeton, John C. & Ann
Georgiton, Nick
Georgiton, Peter J. & Betsy
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, James & Lillian
Geromes, Alexander
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Greene, David & Maria
Gregory, Dean & Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. & Akrivi
Hart, Julie & Jonathan
Herrmann, Dennis & Stacy
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Humbert, Randy & DeDe
Ioannou, Maria & John
Ioannou, Michael & Meagan
Jones, Carolyn
Jones, James A. & Jo Ann
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, James G. & Thelma
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Kahle, John & Nickie
Kalemanis, George & Nikki
Karageorge, Dimitri & Athena
Karakatsani, Marianthi
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karas, Ted & Dixie
Kehayes, Christine
Kellaris, James & Janice
Kelley, Michael & Pauline
Kelso, Greg & Kelly
Kereiakes, James & Helen
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Kontopos, Vagelis & Amanda
Korvessis, Anthony & Georgia Lydia
Kostopoulos, Nikolaos & Dana
Kranias, George & Litsa
Kranias, Stratos & Amanda
Kurlas, Gus

Kyrios, Tassos & Maria
Lambrinides, Nicholas & Diane
Lambrinides, Ted & Kimberly
Lazares, John K. & Patricia
LesChander, Scott L. & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Makris, Thomas & Ellen
Maleas, Pete C. & Pearl
Manolakas, Alexander & Vera
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
Mavridoglou, Nicholas & Jessica
McKay, Betty Jo
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Mintsoulis, Maria & Jack O’Banion
Mirkos, Marilyn
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Murray, Stella P.
Naser, Jacoub & Dina
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Neuendorf, Matthew
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Nikias, Vasilia
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Papaioannou, Thomas & Mary
Papathanas, Harry & Joyce
Papasavvas, Nektarios & Sally
Pappas, Andrew S. & Julie
Parsenios, Doris
Pavlakis, George & Suzanne
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Claire
Phillips, Joshua & Katherine
Pilipovich, George & Cynthia
Plomaritis, Peter & Elsa
Politis, Michael & Carmen
Ponticos, George D.
Poplos, Theodore & Stephanie
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Prasinos, Zoe
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Raptis, James & Maria
Riber, Sam & Filio
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Rodish, Peter & Suzanne
Romanos, Constantine & Carla
Ruch, Marigo
Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sampson, Angeline
Sampson, Tony & Mary Ann
Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sarakatsannis, George & Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Sarakatsannis, Panny & Judy
Sarakatsannis, Spiro N.
Scenters, Stephanie & Brian O’Neill
Schmitz, Thomas & Cathy
Schneider, Elizabeth R.

February 2014
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Schultz, James & Sarah
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, August C.
Sifri, Suad
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas & Becky
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stenger, Doug & Lauren
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, George
Stephan, Kara
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stephan, Nicholas & Alyssa
Stergiopoulos, William M. & Janis
Stringas, Emanuel & Katherine
Suhar, Sylvia
Thomakos, Artemis
Trester, Ron & Maria
Triantafilou, Alex & Jennifer
Trivett, Michael & Matina
Vasiliou, Demetrios & Gloria
Veres, Helen
Veres, Leon
Vessey, Lenie
Watson, Douglas & Akrivi
Weisenborn, Maria & Cary
Williams, Jacinta
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Witt, Alan J. & Bessie
Zaferes, Thomas & Eleni
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NOW OPEN!
Join us for authentic Greek Cuisine
Make your reservation today
9956 Escort Dr
Mason OH 45040
513-972-8045

Happy Hour
3pm - 6pm

Hours:
Mon-Fri 11am - 10pm
Sat 11am - 11pm
Sun 11am - 9pm

Online reservations at www.remezo.com

40th Annual PANEGYRI
It is hard to believe that in less than five months our community will celebrate our 40th Annual Panegyri. On April 2, 1975,
Fr. Mitsos and Tex Christofield sent out a letter to the community describing the plans for our first Panegyri. The CoChairmen were Gus Perdikakis and Nick Parthenakis. A line in that letter read “We feel this affair has great potential.” Another sentence read “It can become one of the annual cultural highlights in the city, thereby bringing great prestige to our
Greek Community.” WOW, were they right! Our Panegyri has become the 2nd largest private festival in the city. Our community should take a lot of pride in putting on the best festival in Cincinnati. The designation is the result of all the great
leadership and volunteers through the years that have made this one of Cincinnati’s summer destinations.
This year’s Panegyri is special—it’s the 40th - and we need your help to make it all that it can be. We don’t have a 40th
poster design yet, even though discussions about the design have been on-going for over a year. We are asking any artists or
graphic artists in the community to contact the office if there is interest in commemorating our 40th anniversary on the official Panegyri poster. We are also looking for a 40th anniversary commemorative t-shirt design that will represent our heritage, culture and customs.
In addition to the traditional radio, television and print marketing that is typically done for Panegyri, our Parish has partnered with the Esquire, Mariemont and Kenwood Theaters to help get the word out. They’ll do this by arranging “My Big
Fat Greek Wedding” events, which will include screenings of the film, music, Greek dancing and, of course, food. Additionally, during the month of June, these theaters are including Panegyri screen advertising in their regular roll shown before all
movies.
We’d love to have the poster and t-shirt designs finalized within a month. The calendar marches on relentlessly and our
Panegyri will be here before we know it. Please help us make this the best one ever!
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HOLY TRINITY-ST. NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
ENDOWMENT FUND
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." Matthew 6:19-21

Our Endowment Fund was started in the mid 1990’s. The mission of the Endowment Fund is to provide a perpetual funding mechanism for the Church’s ministries and capital improvements. The Fund’s investment policy and
by-laws were recently updated, which prohibit distributions until the account’s principal balance exceeds $1 million. At that time, up to 4% of the total could be used to fund projects. For example, if the Fund balance were $1
million at the beginning of the year, $40,000 could be accessed to fund Church ministries or capital improvements, such as covering part of the roof replacement cost.
Last year we saw some great gains in the Fund’s value through generous donations and investment growth. The
value of the Fund at this time is $869,000. The goal to reach one million dollars and beyond is within our reach.
The Endowment Committee and Parish Council are committed to carrying out the mandate given to us by the
General Assembly. Cultivating and nurturing a healthy Endowment Fund is a significant part of ensuring that our
Church’s ministries and facilities will be here for future generations. What better way to set an example for future generations of showing your love and commitment to your Church, than to make a pledge to ensure that
the Church will remain the solid spiritual and cultural foundation for this and future generations.
Pledge cards are available next to the Legacy Tree across from the bookstore. For more information about gifting options to the Endowment Fund, please contact Nick Georgiton at 513-205-5555 or the Church Office at 513591-0030.
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For the most updated Calendar, visit www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

Presentation of
the Lord
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

4

5

6

7

8

6:30 p.m.
JOY and HOPE
Meeting

9:00 a.m.
Pre-marital
Seminar

14

15

GOYA ‘Souper’
Bowl of Caring
SCS Open House

9
Sunday of the
Publican and the
Pharisee
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
Godparents/
Godchildren
Sunday
Philoptochos Mtg.

10

11

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

6:30 p.m.
GOYA Meeting

12

13

12:00 p.m.
Over Fifty Lunch

6:30 p.m.
Mothers Club Mtg.
6:30 p.m.
AHEPA Mtg.

Maids of Athena
Mtg.

16

17

Sunday of the
Prodigal Son
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

Presidents Day

18

19

20

21

Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials

6:00 p.m.
Parish Council
Dinner & Mtg.

Office Closed
No Orthodox
Reading Group

22

Spring General
Assembly

GOYA Taverna
Night

23

24

25

Meat-fare
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

6:30 p.m.
GOYA Meeting
7:00 p.m.
DOP Meeting

26

27

28
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Very Rev. Father William Cassis
Associate Priest: Rev. Father Irenaeus Cox
Staff
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Facilities Manager: Chris Jonson
Officers

Parish Council

Andrew Stefanopoulos, President

Members

Peter Aamodt

Nicholas L. Sarakatsannis, Vice-President Chris Chryssovergis
Peter Rodish, Treasurer

Frank Cook

Justin Bates, Asst. Treasurer

Alexander Geromes

Stacey Loukoumidis, Secretary

David Greene

Matthew Neuendorf, Asst. Secretary

Maria Kontopos
John Sakelos

Organizations and Ministries
Philoptochos Society: Georgianne Gaz, President
Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: Louis Kapourales, Tasos Ioannides, James Raptis, Philanthy Nichols
Altar Boys: Gus Siegel, Father William Cassis, Father Irenaeus Cox
Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, Director
Greek School: Alexandros Laftsidis, Director
GOYA: Father Irenaeus Cox, GOYA Ministry Team
HOPE and JOY Groups: Father Irenaeus Cox, Ministry Team
Mothers Club: Catherine Stavros
AHEPA: Andrew Stefanopoulos
Daughters of Penelope: Karen Aamodt, President
Over 50s Club: Ann Jonson

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.
The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
February 9, 2014
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@gmail.com or
goc7000@gmail.com
Our Church website can be found
at
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

Parish Bible Study and Orthodoxy 101: Father William Cassis
Orthodox Reading Group: Father Irenaeus Cox

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father William Cassis,
Father Paul Truebenbach, Eugene Nicholas

Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
PANEGYRI: Frank Cook-General Chairman, Chris Chryssovergis
Parish Bookstore: Beth Uhimchuk
Office Hours: Weekdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Other Services as scheduled.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturdays of the Souls (Psychosavvata)
“For Thou, O Christ our God, art the Resurrection, the Life, and the blessed
Repose of all those who have fallen asleep in the Faith and unto Thee do we offer up glory, to the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen”.

February 22, March 1 and 8, 2014
Let us pray for the eternal memory and repose of:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Requested by:__________________________________________________
Parishioners wishing to have the names of their departed loved ones read during the Saturdays of the Souls are asked
to fill out the above form and return it to the Clergy as soon as possible.

