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Introduction
The Sunday of the Prodigal Son is the
second Sunday of the period prior to
the commencement of Great Lent. On
the previous Sunday, the services of the
Church began to include hymns from
the Triodion, a liturgical book that contains the services from the Sunday of
the Publican and the Pharisee through
Great and Holy Saturday. As with the
Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, the theme of this Sunday is repentance, and the focus on the parable of
the Prodigal Son leads Orthodox Christians to contemplate the necessity of
repentance in our relationship with our
Heavenly Father.
Biblical Story
The name for this Sunday is taken from
the parable of our Lord Jesus Christ
found in Luke 15:11-32. The parable is
the story of a man and his two sons. The

youngest of the sons asks his father to
give him his inheritance. The father
does this, and soon after the son leaves
and journeys to a distant country (vv. 11
-13).
Continued on Page 2

Legacy Giving: Our Endowment Fund
Last year was a dynamic time for our Church and for our Community’s Endowment Fund. We had our first Endowment
dinner, which was blessed by the attendance of His Eminence Metropolitan NICHOLAS. A Legacy Tree was “planted” on
the wall across from the bookstore. This beautiful tree greets our community as they enter into the building. The tree
represents the strength and longevity of our Orthodox Faith. It is a lasting way to honor each donor’s legacy in fulfilling
their promise to future generations. Through their commitment our Greek Orthodox faith will continue to minister to our
Community for many generations to come. Today, the value of our fund is over $588K. Much like the previous generations
of our Community, over 30 families have shown their commitment to future generations in supporting the Fund. Their
contributions are a shining example for the rest of us. What will we leave behind for our Children, for our Grandchildren
and for our Church? Come and see the Legacy Tree. Come and see how the Legacy Tree can grow through our support of
the Endowment Fund.
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After the younger son arrives, he squanders all of his possessions with “prodigal” living. Within a short period of time, he
wastes everything. A severe famine comes, but he has nothing and falls into great need (vv. 13-14).
He is able to find work feeding swine, but this does not improve his situation. The Scriptures say, “He would gladly have
filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, but no one gave him anything” (vv. 15-16).
The parable says that in the midst of his dire conditions, he came to himself. He realized that his father’s hired servants
have enough to eat and food to spare, while he perishes with hunger. He says, “I will arise and go to my father and will
say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make
me like one of your hired servants’” (vv. 17-19).
He arose and returned to his father. But as he approached, his father saw him at a great distance. The father had compassion on his son, ran to meet him, embraced him, and kissed him. The son admitted his sinfulness and his unworthiness to
be called a son, but in his joy at the return of his son, the father called his servants to bring the best robe, a ring for his
son’s finger, and sandals for his feet. He also called for the fatted calf to be killed for a feast. He exclaimed, “For this my
son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (vv. 20-24).
While they were feasting and celebrating the return of the prodigal son, the older son comes and inquires about what is
happening. He is told that his brother had returned and that his father has received him with a feast. The older brother
becomes angry and will not go in to the feast. The father comes out and pleads with him, but the older son answers by
saying he has been faithful to his father for many years and yet the father never gave him the opportunity for such feasting. He expresses his anger and jealousy over his brother who was received in such a manner after he squandered his inheritance (vv. 25-30).
The father responds by telling his oldest son, “You are always with me, and all that I have is yours. It was right that we
should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found” (vv. 31-32).
The parable of the Prodigal Son forms an exact icon of repentance at its different stages. Sin is exile, enslavement to
strangers, hunger. Repentance is the return from exile to our true home; it is to receive back our inheritance and freedom
in the Father’s house. But repentance implies action: “I will rise up and go…” (v. 18). To repent is not just to feel dissatisfied, but to make a decision and to act upon it.
In the words of our Lord, we also learn of three things through this parable: the condition of the sinner, the rule of repentance, and the greatness of God’s compassion. The reading of this parable follows the Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own sinful condition, we might come to our senses and return to God through repentance. For those who have fallen into great despair over their sins thinking that there is no forgiveness, this parable offers hope. The Heavenly Father is patiently and lovingly waiting for our return. There is no sin
that can overcome His love for us.
Finally, this parable offers us insight into the world in which we live. It is a world where the activities of people are disconnected and not ordered toward the fulfillment of God’s divine purpose for life. It is a world of incoherent pursuits, of
illusory strivings, of craving for foods and drinks that do not satisfy, a world where nothing ultimately makes sense, and a
world engulfed in untruth, deceit and sin. It is the exact opposite of the world as created by God and potentially recreated
by his Son and Spirit. There is no cure for the evils of our age unless we return to God. The world in which we live is not a
normal world, but a wasteland. This is why in the Slavic tradition of the Orthodox Church the reading of Psalm 137 is
added to the Matins service for this and the following two Sundays. This nostalgic lament of the Hebrew exiles states: "By
the streams of Babylon we sat and wept as we remembered Zion. On the willows we hung our harps, for how could we
sing the Lord’s song in a strange land” (Psalm 137).
Here we can see the challenge of life in this world and the alienation from God that can happen when sin reigns in our
lives. As a result of sin in our lives, we lose the joy of communion with God, we defile and lose our spiritual beauty, and
we find ourselves far away from our real home, our real life. In true repentance, we realize this, and we express a deep
Continued on Page 3
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desire to return, to recover what has been lost. On this day the Church reminds us of what we have abandoned and lost,
and beckons us to find the desire and power to return. Our Heavenly Father is waiting and ready to receive us with His
loving forgiveness and His saving embrace.

Icon of The Feast
The icon of the Sunday of the Prodigal Son shows the
prodigal being received by his father upon his return. We
are presented with an image of a warm and loving embrace, the son showing his need for his father, an attitude that represents repentance, love, and hope for renewal and restoration. The father is shown full of compassion for his son, having born the burden of his sin
and suffering, but now filled with joy that he has returned.
Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of the Prodigal Son
The Sunday of the Prodigal Son is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, which is preceded
by the Matins service. A Great Vespers is conducted on Saturday evening. The hymns of the Triodion for this day
are added to the usual prayers and hymns of the weekly commemoration of the Resurrection of Christ. The naming
of the Sunday is related to the reading of the story from the Gospel at the Divine Liturgy.
Scripture readings for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son are: I Corinthians 6:12-20; Luke 15:11-32.
For the week that follows the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, fasting is observed on Wednesday and Friday. This is the
last week that meat is allowed on non-fasting days. The next Sunday is the Sunday of the Last Judgment, also
known as Meat-fare Sunday. It is the last day that meat can be eaten prior to the fast of Great Lent.
A Hymn from the Feast of the Prodigal Son
Kontakion (Tone Three); Foolishly I sprang away from Thy fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the
riches that Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O
compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance, and make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.

Transitions
BAPTISMS:
The New Christian: Nektarios
Parents: Father Paul and Presbytera Lavinia (Suciu) Truebenbach
Sponsors: Gary Leonard and Liliana Irina Rebegeanu
Date: February 9, 2013

ADULT CHRISMATION:
Jacinta Estella Williams was welcomed into the Orthodox Faith through the Sacrament of Holy Chrismation on
February 20, 2013. She was given the name Agnes. Her sponsors are Karen and Peter Aamodt.

FUNERALS:
Diane Lynn Christofield, age 47, on February 1, 2013.
Lillian Doland, age 72, on February 6, 2013.
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Parish Council President's Message
by Peter J. Kambelos, MD
At the prior General Assembly (GA) meeting, our Parish Council was asked to examine renovation/
repurposing options for our gymnasium and to report back at the next meeting.
The next GA meeting is scheduled for March 31st, following the Divine Liturgy, and I respectfully request
your attendance. Decisions made by the GA affect every facet of Church life and, as such, it is of paramount
importance that the body of our community is well represented. Please, come and express your opinions and help guide the
community that we all so love in a direction of growth and enrichment. I understand that, in the past, one of the obstacles to
wider attendance at the GA meetings was their lengthy duration. I fully understand that, in these busy times, there are many
commitments and constraints upon our time and, as such, as our Parish Council President, I vow to conduct an orderly and
succinct meeting.
Our Parish Council has worked diligently and tirelessly in evaluating various renovations/repurposing options for our gym.
You will be receiving materials to this effect in the mail in the near term and sketches will be available for closer study at the
GA meeting. Special thanks are extended to Sam Boulmetis and Brad Fielden for their hard work and dedication in helping to
prepare the proposals.
In summary, we are estimating that repurposing the gym as a banquet hall shall require somewhere in the neighborhood of
$600,000, whereas a gymnasium “upgrade” would require an approximate capital investment of $400,000. Both options include renovation of the existing restrooms. Should the GA approve either option, it will be absolutely incumbent upon the
entire parish to execute a successful Capital Improvement Funds Drive. In other words, if the parish chooses one of these
options, parishioners must reach deeply into their pockets and contribute much money to finance it, “plain and simple”.
We will not employ a loan to finance this project.
Of course, there does exist a third viable and much less costly option-the” lipstick” option. This would include repainting, recarpeting, and a general refreshing of the current facility without major structural alterations. The dividers would be removed
and the drop ceiling would be repaired in this scenario.
I would be grossly negligent if, at this time, I did not identify the issues of an aging facility, a changing neighborhood, and an
evolving parishioner demographic. Our current campus was dedicated in 1971, over 40 years ago, and over the course of
those last 40 years, Finneytown and surrounds have experienced a general neighborhood decline. Unfortunately, one needs
not look far to see deteriorating homes and businesses, and brow-raising crime statistics. Quite regretfully, these are matters
of fact, not conjecture.
Also, over those last 40 years, our parishioners have migrated, by and large, to the suburban cities and counties in search of
better schools for their children and safer neighborhoods for their families. A similar evolution was experienced when our
parish was located in Avondale, prompting our relocation to Finneytown, where we built our magnificent edifice, of which we
are all so very proud.
Our 2011 parish survey revealed several interesting findings. It appears that our parish wants to grow. While some participants advocated various expansions of our current campus, it seems that others were in favor of expanding by virtue of establishing satellite parishe(s), to include the East Side and Northern Kentucky. Furthermore, the parish survey revealed participant concerns regarding travel distances to our current campus.
I am, frankly, obligated to identify and thoughtfully consider all angles to help ensure our beloved community’s sustainability
and growth going forward many generations. Respectfully, I say to each of you that I am not advocating, at this time, a relocation of our parish but, rather, carefully measured considerations, especially now with regard to making major capital improvements to this campus when it appears that many parishioners share other potentially viable alternative growth and
expansion options for our beloved community.
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Dearest Friends,
As the weather warms and the seasons change, our attention is drawn to Great Lent
and Pascha. As we are all aware, the season of Great Lent would not be complete
without flowers to adorn our Church. As in the past, we are once again soliciting contributions for flowers and other needed items.
Several items have already been donated. We are seeking donations for the following
items:
† Flowers for the Salutations (Xairetismoi). $75.00 each. 3/22, 3/29, 4/5, 4/12 and 4/19.
† Flowers for the Tray upon which the Cross is carried. $250.00 for 4/7.
† Daffodils for the Veneration of the Holy Cross. $500.00 for 4/7.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Annunciation. $150.00 for 3/25.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Bridegroom (Nymphios). $190.00 each 4/28,

4/29 and 4/30.
† Items needed for Holy Unction. $100.00 for 5/1.
† Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Resurrection. $150.00 for 5/5.
† Floral arrangements for the Icon Screen (4 vases). $100.00 each for 5/5.
† Floral arrangements for the Altar Table (2 vases). $150.00 each for 5/5.
† Paschal Candles for Father Bill and Father Paul. $125.00 each for 5/5.
† Candles for the Crucifix (1) and for the Epitaphios (7), $25.00 each for 5/2 and 5/3.

If you would like to donate any of the above items, please call Eugene Nicholas (513-591
-0030) at the Church Office.
Thank you and may God bless you and grant you strength throughout this Lenten season.

Fr. Bill
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
PHILOPTOCHOS…Diane Kevin

charitable contributions. As always, we are thankful for your
support.

Through your generosity and support of the Vasilopita
brunch and auction, Philoptochos was able to donate $2000
to St. Basil Academy. Again, we are grateful to everyone for
making this donation possible.

On Saturday March 16, 2013 the Daughters of Penelope
Lodge will be having their Annual Festival of Tables Luncheon
at the Presidential Hall, 4572 Presidential Way, Kettering,
Ohio 45429. Come view the tables at 11:00am. A delicious
luncheon will be served at 12:00pm. The cost for this event
is $25. This year the proceeds in part will be donated to the
Lerner Research Institute Breast Cancer Vaccine at the Cleveland Clinic.

We have received word from our National Philoptochos office that the Philoptochos Society has disbursed
$1,623,640.00 in the year 2012 through our various funds
and special drives. This is an amazing figure as it is the largest amount ever donated by the Philoptochos Society. We
are very proud to be part of this wonderful organization and
truly appreciate our members, friends, and stewards who so
generously give their time and talents through our local
chapter and within our own community of Holy Trinity - St.
Nicholas.
We are preparing for the election process and invite anyone
that may be interested in becoming a board member to
please do so. This is an opportunity to be a part of this wonderful ministry and help sustain the blessed mission of
Philoptochos.
Our Sunday meeting schedule will resume as planned on
Sunday, March 3 at 11:30 a.m. following Divine Liturgy. We
look forward to seeing you there.

OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson
Our newest members, who joined us at the luncheon in January, are Chris and Lydia Batsakis. We are so glad they joined.
We had a great turnout at the Spaghetti Factory. Good food
and good friends. Father Paul, Presvytera Lavinia, Little Nektarios and Presvytera’s mother joined us.
Our sympathy to Paul Kessis on the passing of his son, David.
Also, our sympathy to Father and Presvytera (Ginny) Emroll
and Nick, their brother. Rest in peace, David.
Our next luncheon will be on March 16 at Pappadeaux’s restaurant, one of our favorite restaurants.

Our Daughters of Penelope Calypso Chapter #13 Viola Christopher Scholarship completed application is due April 15,
2013. If you are eligible to apply, please contact Melody
Dargis at 513-729-8484.

AHEPA…Andy Stefanopoulos
AHEPA continues to stress education as one of our most important objectives. Our local chapter, as well as the Buckeye
region (www.ahepabuckeye.org) and national AHEPA
(www.ahepa.org) are now accepting applications for scholarships. Eligible students must be in or entering college this
year and must be sons or daughters of active AHEPA members. The national scholarships are also available for undergraduate, graduate school, medical school, or Hellenic College/ Holy Cross Seminary. Grandchildren of AHEPA members are eligible for the national scholarships.
March also means Greek Independence Day. On March 23,
AHEPA will again sponsor a dinner dance celebrating this
memorable event (see our flyer in THE VOICE).
We continue to grow as we recently initiated Yiannis Kareliotis into our chapter. Yiannis has recently returned to the
USA after spending 17 years in Greece. Welcome Yiannis.
AHEPA will soon announce the recipients of our local charity
contributions.
Call Andy Stefanopoulos (513-574-7123) for more information regarding AHEPA.

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE ... Melody Dargis
Daughters are once again working together preparing and
baking our delicious Koulourakia for you to order for yourself
and friends. We use Grade A ingredients and much love
when we bake.
Please stop by after Church on Sundays at our table to place
your order for koulourakia and tsourekia, or see one of the
Daughters. Don’t wait too long and be left out of these special baked goods. Profits from our sales are used for our

YAL…Eleni Haralamos
Calling all young adults from college age to 40 years old! We
have a growing fun group!! We try to get together once a
month and do something for fun, fellowship or charity. If
you or a young adult you know would like to be added to the
email list or have ideas for fun events, contact Eleni at
eharalamos@gmail.com.
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL…Cara Chryssovergis

GOYA…Peter Stanifer

SCS is looking forward to the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival. The festival is an opportunity for Orthodox students
to write and talk about their faith. Our Parish Festival is
scheduled for March 17, 2013. There are three age groups or
divisions -- Elementary (grades 3-6), Junior (grades 7-9), and
Senior (grades 10-12). The first and second place competitors
from both the Junior and Senior Division have the opportunity to represent our parish in the District Festival. Our parish
has the honor of hosting the District Festival this year on
April 20. We will be hosting speakers from our sister parishes
in Dayton, Louisville, Lexington and Indianapolis. All participants in our Parish festival will receive a gift for their efforts.
If your child is interested in participating; please contact SCS
director, Cara Chryssovergis or Oratorical Coordinator, Peter
Aamodt. Students gain experience with public speaking, writing skills, and applying principals of Orthodoxy to their lives.
All parishoners are invited to attend the festival to support
the students in their efforts. A complimentary lunch will be
provided for all attendees.

GOYA has been in full swing the past couple of months, and it
doesn’t look like we’ll be slowing down too much as we look
forward to the last few months of the school year.

Our Food Pantry project continues. January brought the total items donated by our students to 1900! Our goal of 2500
will easily be achieved. Please continue to bring in your food
items so that we can support those in need.
St. Theophan the Recluse said, "Of all the Holy works, the
education of children is the most Holy." The role our Sunday
School teachers play in the future of our faith is so important: educating our youth. For the 2013-2014 school year
the Sunday Church School staff will have a number of teaching openings. Volunteering time and talents to the SCS program is a great gift to the youth of our Parish, but it can also
be a growth experience for the teacher as well. Take a moment to consider making a difference by becoming a member of the SCS staff. Please contact Cara Chryssovergis at 513
-226-2746 or htsnscs@gmail.com, if you have any questions
about the SCS program or would like to volunteer.

February is always a busy month for GOYA, holding the
“Souper” Bowl of Caring event along with the GOYA Super
Bowl party, the Dayton Basketball Tournament, and ending
with the Family Greek Taverna Night. I want to take this opportunity to thank all of those who contributed to our Good
Shepherd Food Pantry in our “Souper” Bowl of Caring event
this year; the food pantry didn’t have enough space to hold
everything that was collected! Also, on behalf of all of GOYA
and their families, I would like to thank the Richardson family
for hosting a wonderful Super Bowl party. As always, it was
fantastic having all of our families together.
As for the Dayton Basketball Tournament, I am happy to report that we had enough players for two boys’ teams and
one girls’. All teams played really well, and the parents and
families provided energetic cheering sections. All of this,
along with a visit from His Eminence NICHOLAS provided for
a very memorable and exciting weekend. I want to thank the
coaches, chaperones, and especially Tammy Frantzis for all of
the effort they put into organizing and planning for this
event. Finally, a huge ‘Thank You!’ to all the parents who
prepared for Taverna Night. An enormous amount of work
goes into making that event a success every year, and this
year was no exception!
Looking ahead, we are very excited about this year’s Fall
Creek Falls retreat and hope to exceed the number of GOYAns attending from last year. As our Winter Retreat was so
well received, we also hope to find time for a Lenten retreat,
as well. And, of course, with the Panegyri approaching
quickly, we look forward to dance practice starting up again.
We wish everyone a blessed Lenten journey for 2013!

Parish Announcements
Parishioner Helen Cimarosti’s husband of 60 years, Eugene Cimarosti passed away on January 23, 2013. Funeral services
were held at St. Cecilia Church in Cincinnati. He was 83 yrs. old.
The family of Eleni Kanelos would like to express their thanks for the donations, the flowers, the cards and the expressions of
sympathy for her passing. May her memory be eternal.
Harry Lambert passed away on February 6, 2013, at age 79. Funeral services were held in Waynesville, NC.
Our Parish Council President, Peter J. Kambelos, M.D., has been appointed by Ohio Governor John R. Kasich to the Cincinnati
State Technical and Community College Board of Trustees, for a term of 5 years beginning on February 13.
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A Successful Life
By Father Christopher Makiej
What does it mean to be "successful" in life? For many it means working hard, achieving the goals of our career and financial success, having a good family and network of friends.
All of the above are wonderful. But the problem with many contemporary Americans is that a relationship with God, faith,
Church is not part of their success equation. It may be a small sidebar, but it is not the driving force in their effort to be successful in life.
This is a grave mistake. Remember the great King Solomon who attained success and wealth beyond measure.....yet he
summed up his life by saying "vanity, vanity - emptiness, it’s a bubble that bursts" (Ecclesiastes 1:2).
Please understand, God is pleased to bless us with material things. After all, He created the material world. The crucial
problem is when we forget the Creator! This is why so many people today who have attained so much - are still empty spiritually and wanting for more - searching for a deeper meaning of life - just like King Solomon.
What, then, defines "success?" Very simply, it’s the process of "climbing" closer to God by confronting sinful vices and acquiring holy habits or virtues - THAT'S WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A SUCCESS! It’s not merely climbing the corporate ladder –
it’s truly climbing the spiritual ladder.
As we climb to success, with the help of Jesus, and His grace, we are seeking to defeat sinful habits like gossip, lying, lust,
anger, judging, insults, etc.....and, at the same time, seeking to live a new way in Christ through practicing patience, forgiveness, kindness, and especially, LOVE! This process makes us more "Christ-like," which is the goal, the success of life.
How do we climb to success? ....Come to Church and worship the Creator, not just His creation. Read the Bible and pray
regularly. Believe and follow Jesus Christ and commit to a close and personal relationship with Him....a relationship that will
lead you to Church - a family of believers who are like-minded and all seeking to humbly climb the ladder of success. Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) climbed a tree to see Jesus passing by. He was willing to do anything to get to Jesus and to
change his life. Are you?
Let me ask you a question: Are you searching for happiness? Has life become meaningless and have things turned out differently than you thought they would?
Jesus Christ can offer you a new life, a successful life. Jesus Christ is a life-altering experience.
Perhaps you’ve lost your job or suffered a death in the family. Perhaps you’re addicted to something or some lifestyle in
your search for happiness. Or maybe you have lost your ambition or even your faith in God or other people.
The world has become a very selfish, cold place to live in, and life at times can seem very difficult to deal with. Jesus Christ
is your answer for new life - for a new future and for a purpose to live. Once you turn to Jesus you will not want to return to
your old life.
Jesus Christ can offer you what you are looking for. He can offer you a brand new life, a successful life. Jesus Christ can
completely change you and fill you with peace, joy and happiness. In Him, you will have hope for the future and hope for all
eternity. Amen.
GOD BLESS YOU!

Father Christopher Makiej serves the Parish of Saints Constantine and Helen in Andover, MA
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‘Souper’ Bowl of Caring
Thanks to the generosity of our Parishioners and the
hard work of our youth (pictured here), our Food Pantry was fully stocked on the Monday following the Super Bowl. The need for assistance continues to grow
and we must keep our Pantry full to meet those
needs.
In an effort to expand our offerings, we are going to
use the monetary donations received to purchase
some perishable items for the pantry. These items will
be distributed on a specific day each month. Anyone
wishing to help with distribution, please contact the
office at 591-0030.

Emma Richardson & Mikayla Diaz collect Sunday Church School donations

Through this vital Outreach Ministry, our community
continues to touch many people’s lives .

Emma & Mikayla restocking the shelves in
our Food Pantry.

Did you ever talk to someone at church and secretly wonder who it was???

Bring your families and join us in making our

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY
We need to update!!!

SIGN UP at coffee hour or online at: www.ucdir.com/schedule/login.php
Online sign up M-F, church code: OH1367, password: nicholas

For each shooting day, we will be giving away one $50 gift certificate toward purchasing additional photo prints of your family!!
Thursday, March 21 from 2-8:30pm
Friday, March 22 from 2-8:30pm
Saturday, March 23 from 11:30am-6pm
These three photo sessions will be during the first week of Great Lent. Bring your family for your photo session and stay for a weekday
service: Salutations/Akathist service Friday ~7pm, Memorial Service Saturday of the Souls will be Saturday morning. Make your appointment Saturday March 23rd afternoon and stay for the AHEPA dinner/dance! If you attend the AHEPA event that evening, your name
will be placed in another drawing to win a $50 certificate for your family photo! Contact Eleni at eharalamos@gmail.com if none of
these dates work for you.
CONSIDER THIS:
What is a photo directory and why do it?
Complete with address listing, the picture directory serves as an outreach tool among our parishioners. It helps us get to know
each other!
It showcases how we serve Christ in our ministries, events and our families growing together. This year we will show Panegyri, the
Choir Convention and the Clergy Laity Conference!
If we get 250 families photographed, we get upgraded for free to a nice hardbound book!
The directory is FREE to every family who comes and is photographed March 21, 22, or 23.
When will be the next time you have your entire family together for a nice portrait?
Sign up your immediate family for a photo to go in the directory.
Coordinate with your parents’ and grandparents’ appointments and you will have the opportunity to purchase entire family photos
for your own enjoyment.
Bring your friends (and even pets) to take their family photos at our Church, and our directory will benefit from their purchases!
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Stewardship Message
Excerpts from message given by Andy Stefanopoulos on February 10, 2013
Father Bill, Father Paul and my fellow Parishioners, last year at this time, I spoke to you about stewardship. We talked about the
meaning of stewardship, and what Jesus said regarding sacrificial giving, that is giving more than you think you can afford. That is
TRUE sacrificial giving. I asked you younger parents not to sacrifice your children’s education …… and not to put yourself in a financial hardship. We said that stewardship was a way of giving back to God a small portion of what he has given to us. After all, hasn’t
everything we possess been a gift from God? And finally, I asked you to look into your hearts to see what you could afford to
pledge to Holy Trinity St. Nicholas.
My fellow Parishioners, the 2012 financial needs of our church were not met. We failed to reach our budget by $31,000. Perhaps,
we should try a different approach. How about preserve and grow our FAITH, FAMILY, and HOME through stewardship? We have
been practicing the teachings of Jesus Christ for 2,000 years. Our Orthodox faith, the true Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, has
endured in spite of numerous attempts to erase our faith in Christ. We endured the persecutions of the Roman Empire. We overcame 400 years of rule by the Ottoman Empire. Even the 75 years of communist tyranny in all of Eastern Europe could not stamp
out the love we have for our Orthodox faith and our worship of Jesus Christ. Yes, we have faith. It is a faith which continues to
flourish. We are Orthodox Christians and we should live it in our daily lives. We come to this beautiful church to pray and give
thanks to God. And we are a family.
Many years ago in Cincinnati, we had two families. One family prayed at Holy Trinity and the other family prayed at St. Nicholas.
Eventually the two families got together and formed one large and happy family. That family is now here. And what a wonderful
family it is! I’m so happy to see all of you after church having coffee or participating in someone’s memorial. We all know one another. And I ask you: where else in Cincinnati can you find a family such as ours? Our family has grown over the years and we see
children, parents, papous, yiayias, and even great grandparents. The love and respect we have for each other is very evident by
the kisses, greetings, hugs, and laughter we witness. It is truly an amazing family…… and I pray that we will continue to be a wonderful Orthodox family.
As our family grew, it was decided to build a true Greek Orthodox Church …. Something very different than the old Theater that
was Holy Trinity or the Synagogue that was St. Nicholas. I was on the Parish Council in 1970 when the decision was made to sell
the Reading Road property and build our new home here on Winton Road. It was not an easy task, but we had FAITH that we
could do it and we pulled together as a wonderful FAMILY…. and we went forward. That’s right: Faith and Family brought us together and we now have this absolutely beautiful church ….. our Home.
Our home is truly beautiful… from the new front doors we recently installed……. the iconastasion….. the platytera…… the stained
glass windows which let God’s beautiful light shine through. Yes, our home has all of this. Many were baptized here. Many were
married here. Many were chrismated here. And when we leave this earth, we will be buried here.
It is home not only to our place of worship but to the many ministries our family has. It is home to Sunday school, Greek school,
Philoptochos, Mother’s club, GOYA. It is also the spiritual headquarters of AHEPA and the Daughters of Penelope. We have it all.
Faith, Family, and Home. Now is the time for us to step forward and demonstrate our love and dedication for all that we have.
I pray that we will preserve and grow our Faith, Family, and Home through stewardship.
Thank you.

2013 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH 2-20-13
The parishioners listed here have made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2013 Stewardship.

Let’s make this year our most successful year ever!
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Adinamis, George & Robyn
Anastasiou, Demetra
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Apostol, Katherine

Apostolides, Vasso A.
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Balkenbusch, Matt & Nicole
Batsakes, George P.
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Karen

Belitsos, George P.
Beltsos, Chris & Melissa
Beltsos, Paul & Jeanna
Beltsos, Sam & Esmine
Beltsos, Steven & Kanda
Bender, Robert & Kathy
Bikas, Michael & Anna
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“I chose and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit.”
John 15:16

The parishioners listed here have made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2012 or 2013
Stewardship. If you have not made your Stewardship Pledge for 2013, we encourage you to do so
today. Pledge Cards are
available through the Church Office or can be obtained by contacting any member of the Parish
Council or the Clergy.
Bilionis, Charles & Angela
Binzer, Chrisanthi & Brian
Blavos, Sylvia
Borcoman, Tate & Nicole
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boulmetis, Samuel N. & Anita
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Bouras, Anna
Brausch, Robert & Julie
Brown, Bryan & Nickie
Brown, William & George-Ann
Burton, Michael
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Carey, Lee & Tula
Carumpalos, Constantine
Cassis, Fr. William & Presvytera Anastasia
Chachoff, Nada
Chaldekas, Bess
Chantilas, George
Chantilas, James & Dr. Lydia
Chichura, Marcus & Michelle
Christman, Carl & Margaret
Christopoulos, Vassiliki
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Cimarosti, Eugene† & Helen
Colak, Tony & Joan
Colyer, Donna
Colyer, Jeana
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Barbara
Cook, Frank & Karen
Coures, George
Cranley, John & Dena
Dargis, David & Melody
Demakes, Mina
Drew, Dr. William & Katherine
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Economou, Robert
Fakoukakis, Emanuel & Susan
Fawcett, Tracy & Jessica
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Francis, Dean & Kathy
Freeman, Maria
Freudenberg, Grey & Eleni

Galanes, George
Gaier, Jeffrey & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin
Gelis, James & Kathy
Georgeton, Peter T. & Nancy
Georgiton, Nick
Georgiton, Peter J. & Betsy
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, Gus & Eleni
Geromes, Alexander
Ghiz, Leslie
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Greene, David & Maria
Gregory, Dean & Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Herrmann, Dennis & Stacy
Herrmann, Kristen & Stephen Simmer
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Hodges, Nick & Millie
Humbert, Randy & Dede
Ioannou, Maria & John
Ioannou, Michael & Meagan
Jones, Carolyn
Jones, James A. & Jo Ann
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, James G. & Thelma
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Kahle, John & Nickie
Kalemanis, Gary & Maria
Kalemanis, George & Nikki
Kambelos, John P. & Erato
Kambelos, Dr. Peter J.
Kanaris, Kostantinos & Katy
Kaniaris, John & Idalia
Kaniaris, Melissa
Kapourales, Louis
Kappas, James P.
Kapsolis, Ria
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karas, Ted & Dixie
Kareliotis, Yiannis & Susan

Karras, Giorgio & Erene
Katsanis, Claire C.
Kehayes, Christine
Kehayes, Peggy
Kellaris, James & Janice
Kelley, Michael & Pauline
Kereiakes, James & Helen
Kevin, Patrick & Diane
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Kontopos, Maria
Kontopos, Vagelis & Amanda
Koros, Kostas & Dina
Korvessis, Anthony & Georgia Lydia
Kostopoulos, Nikolaos & Dana
Kranias, George & Litsa
Kranias, Stratos & Amanda
Kunkemoeller, Thomas & Janice
Kurlas, Gus
Kurlas, Tom
Kyrios, Irini
Kyrios, Tassos & Maria
Lambrinides, Ted & Kimberly
Landers, Lauren
LesChander, Scott L. & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Lysko, Bob & Stacy
Maleas, Pete C. & Pearl
Manolakas, Alexander & Vera
Maris, George & Tricia
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
McKay, Betty Jo
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Merianos, Ted
Meyer, Andy & Maria
Mirkos, Marilyn
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Misali, A. J. "Ike" & Marge
Misali, Sam & Mary Jean
Mitropoulos, Pete & Konstantina
Morris, John & Christine
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Murray, Stella P.
Naser, Jacoub & Dina
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
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Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nichols, Lee
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Nikias, Vasilia
Nitsis, Dimitrius & Leisa
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Palassis, Nick & Maria
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Papaioannou, Thomas & Mary
Paparodis, Bess
Papathanas, Harry & Joyce
Pappas, Martha H.
Parsenios, Doris
Pavlakis, George & Suzanne
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Perdikakis, Maria
Peters, Claire
Photos, Alta
Plomaritis, Peter & Elsa
Polen, Joe & Stephanie
Poneris, Constantino & Tara
Ponticos, George D.
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Psihountas, Mary
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Ramstetter, Robert & Lisa
Reich, Joseph & Stacy
Riber, Sam & Filio

Richardson, Josh & Nicole
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Rigas, Thomas & Aphrodite
Robson, Brian & Crystal
Rodish, Peter & Suzanne
Romanos, Constantine & Carla
Romanos, Michael & Carla
Saba, George & Youhana
Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sakelos, John & Kathleen
Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sarakatsannis, George & Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Sarakatsannis, Panny & Judy
Sarakatsannis, Spiro N.
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Schultz, James & Sarah
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Seremetis, Stratin & Marjory
Sherlock, Michael & Chrysanne
Sideris, Danny & Amy
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, August C.
Sifri, Suad
Simos, Marianthi
Slaughter, Rea
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine

March 2013
Spanorigas, Nicholas & Becky
Sperelakis, Dr. Nicholas & Dolores
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stenger, Doug & Lauren
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stergiopoulos, William M. & Janis
Storgion, John
Strike, Louis
Stringas, Emanuel & Katherine
Suhar, Sylvia
Trester, Ron & Maria
Truebenbach, Fr. Paul & Presvytera Lavinia
Valcarcel, John & JoAnne
Vasilakis, Maria
Vasiliou, Demetrios & Gloria
Vidas, Cynthia
Vidas, Ethel
Weisenborn, Maria & Cary
Williams, Jacinta
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Wright, Duane M. & Stacy
Zaferes, George P. & Diane
Zaferes, Patricia P.
Zaferes, Thomas & Eleni
Zaferes, Toula
Zolotas, Pete & Papy

39th Annual PANEGYRI
Panegyri is only 4 months away and there are many tasks that must be completed.
Our Pastry ladies have already begun to bake the wonderful homemade delights
that we offer. Please contact the office if you are available to help during the week.
If we can get the volunteers, we will try to schedule a few Saturday morning sessions.
Again sponsorship will be key to our success. We mailed out the complete purchasing list at the end of February. Please take time to look it over and consider sponsoring an item. If you did not receive a list, contact the office and we will send you
one. Our goal this year is to cover at least 20% of the operating expenses of the
festival. With your help we can reach this goal.
We are in need of two key chair people this year — Admissions and Security. Please
contact the office if you think that you could help with these two vital positions.
The first Panegyri meeting will be on April 14, 2013 following Divine Liturgy. We
ask that all Parishioners attend. The Panegyri is our largest fundraising event and
we will need EVERYONE’S help. Let’s work together to make this year’s Panegyri
the most successful ever!
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For the most updated Calendar, visit www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

6:30 p.m.
HOPE and JOY
Meeting

10:00 a.m.
DOP Cooking
Class

5

6

7

8

9
Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials

11

12

13

14

15

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

6:30 p.m.
GOYA Mtg.

16
Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials

3
Sunday of the
Prodigal Son
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
12:00 p.m.
Philoptochos Mtg.

4

10
Meatfare Sunday
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

6:30 p.m.
Orthodox
Reading Group

12:00 p.m.
Over Fifty
Lunch

17

18

Cheesefare Sunday
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
St. John Oratorical
Festival

Clean Monday
(Kathara Deftera)

24
Sunday of
Orthodoxy
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
Greek School Program

25

26

27

The Annunciation
8:30 a.m
Matins and
Divine Liturgy

6:30 p.m.
GOYA Mtg.

6:00 p.m. Presanctified
Divine Liturgy
Lenten Potluck Dinner
and Presentation

6:00 p.m.
Great Vespers @
Dayton, OH

31
Sunday of
St. Gregory Palamas
8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
Parish
General Assembly

19

Great Lent Begins

7:00 p.m.
Grand Compline

7:00 p.m.
Grand Compline

7:00 p.m.
DOP Mtg.

20

21

22

6:00 p.m. Presanctified
Divine Liturgy
Lenten Potluck Dinner
and Presentation

6:00 p.m.
Parish
Council
Dinner &
Mtg.

7:00 p.m.
1st Salutations
to the
Theotokos

28

29

23
Saturday
of the Souls
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
and Memorials
AHEPA
Dinner-Dance

7:00 p.m.
2nd Salutations
to the
Theotokos

30
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Very Rev. Father William Cassis
Assistant: Rev. Father Paul Truebenbach
Staff
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Facilities Manager: Chris Jonson
Officers

Parish Council

Members

Dr. Peter Kambelos, President

Peter Aamodt

Andrew Stefanopoulos, Vice-President

Alexander Geromes

Nick Georgiton, Treasurer

Eleni Haralamos

Peter Rodish, Asst. Treasurer

George Kalemanis

Maria Kontopos, Secretary

Ron Nichols

Ianthe Schulte, Asst. Secretary

John Sakelos
Nicholas L. Sarakatsannis

Organizations and Ministries
Philoptochos Society: Diane Kevin, President

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.

Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: Louis Kapourales, Tasos Ioannides, James Raptis
Altar Boys: Gus Siegel, Father William Cassis, Father Paul Truebenbach
Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, Director
Greek School: Alexandros Laftsidis, Director
GOYA: Father Paul Truebenbach, GOYA Ministry Team
HOPE and JOY Groups: Father Paul Truebenbach, Ministry Team
Mothers Club: Catherine Stavros
AHEPA: Andrew Stefanopoulos
Daughters of Penelope: Melody Dargis, President
Over 50s Club: Ann Jonson
Parish Bible Study and Orthodoxy 101: Father William Cassis
Orthodox Reading Group: Father Paul Truebenbach

The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
March 3, 2013
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@gmail.com or
hchurch2@cinci.rr.com
Our Church website can be found
at
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father William Cassis,
Father Paul Truebenbach, Eugene Nicholas
Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
PANEGYRI: Frank Cook
Parish Bookstore: Beth Uhimchuk
Office Hours: Weekdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Other Services as scheduled.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturdays of the Souls (Psychosavvata)
“For Thou, O Christ our God, art the Resurrection, the Life, and the blessed
Repose of all those who have fallen asleep in the Faith and unto Thee do we offer up glory, to the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen”.

March 9, 16, and 23, 2013
Let us pray for the eternal memory and repose of:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Requested by:__________________________________________________
Parishioners wishing to have the names of their departed loved ones read during the Saturdays of the Souls are
asked to fill out the above form and return it to the Clergy as soon as possible.

