CHRIST IS BORN! GIVE YE GLORY!

The Voice
Volume : 13

Number : 12

Month : December 2013

The Monthly Newsletter of Holy Trinity–St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Inside this Issue:

Life of Saint Nicholas of Myra
Commemorated December 6

Christ is Born! Give Ye Glory!........... 1
Life of Saint Nicholas Of Myra.......... 2

There is, perhaps, not a single city without
a church dedicated to his honor.’

Transitions........................................ 5

Childhood and early life

Fr. Paul’s Farewell............................ 6

St Nicholas was born (c. 270) in the region
of Lycia (southern Asia Minor), in the city
of Patara. His parents, Theophanes and
Nonna, were both pious Christians, and
being childless until his arrival, consecrated
Nicholas to God at his birth (the name
Nicholas meaning ‘Conqueror of nations’).
His birth considered by both an answer to
their prayer, and especially the prayer issued during Nonna’s illness, his mother
was said to have been healed immediately
after giving birth. Nicholas would always
remember his parents’ love and devotion
to God, and in his later years promised to
come to the aid of those who remembered
them in their prayers.

Parish Announcements.................... 7
Christmas Outreach.......................... 7
Church Organizations ...................... 8
Metropolis Events & Services........... 9
President’s Message......................... 9
Stewardship Message....................... 10
Stewardship List .............................. 10
Parish Calendar ............................... 14
Roof Repair Update.......................... 14
Church Information ......................... 15
Community Christmas Card ............. 16
For the electronic version of
THE VOICE visit our website at:

www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org/

Welcome Home!

Fr. Irenaeus
& Presvytera
Alexandra
We are glad to
have you back.

‘The truth of things hath revealed thee to
thy flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of temperance; for this
cause, thou hast achieved the heights by
humility, riches by poverty. O Father and
Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ
God that our souls be saved.’
So reads the Troparion of St Nicholas, hierarch of the Church of Myra in Lycia (now
DemrainTurkey), known as ‘wonderworker’
and ‘father’ throughout the Christian
world. He is beloved in the Orthodox
Church, and indeed far beyond, for his
kindness, almsgiving and aid, meted out
both during his earthly life and after. As
one of the multitude of English lives of the
saint joyously proclaims, ‘he is one of the
best known and best loved saints of all
time.’ And in another: ‘The name of the
great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and
suppliant for all hastening to him, is famed
in every corner of the earth, in many lands
and among many peoples. In Russia there
are a multitude of cathedrals, monasteries
and churches consecrated in his name.

Various traditions recount signs of Nicholas’
future
glory
as
a
‘wonderworker’ (Gr. thaumatourgos), apparent already in his earliest childhood.
One recalls that as an infant in the baptismal font, Nicholas stood on his feet for
three hours in honor of the Trinity. Another
proclaims him a childhood faster, not accepting milk from his mother until after the
conclusion of evening prayers on Wednesdays and Fridays.
His later life revealed that Nicholas had
from a young age been absorbed in the
study of the Church’s sacred scriptures. He
thrived on reading divine texts, and earned
a reputation as a devoted youth who often
would not leave the church, reading the
sacred texts late into the night.
Such activity soon came to the attention of
the local bishop, Nicholas’ uncle (his father’s brother), also called Nicholas. Seeing
his nephew’s fervour for the Christian life,
Continued on Page 3
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this elder Bishop Nicholas of Patara tonsured him reader, and later ordained him priest. At Fr Nicholas’ ordination, the elder Bishop
Nicholas remarked:
‘I see, brethren, a new sun rising above the earth and manifesting in himself a gracious consolation for the afflicted. Blessed is the
flock that will be worthy to have him as its pastor, because this one will shepherd well the souls of those who have gone astray, will
nourish them on the pasturage of piety, and will be a merciful helper in misfortune and tribulation.’
The newly-ordained Fr Nicholas’ special charge as assistant to the bishop of Patara was the instruction of the faithful—a unique and
uncommon role, given his young age.
The ministry of St. Nicholas
Nicholas approached his duties as priest and teacher of the faith with the same fervor his uncle had witnessed in him during his
childhood. Despite his youthfulness, many of the faithful considered him an elder, and his ability to respond to questions of the
faith in love and wisdom earned him the deep respect of those in the city. He was noted in particular for the fervency of his prayer
and kind-hearted nature, and the attention to charitable work that characterized his priestly ministry. Following the injunction of
Christ, Fr Nicholas sold his possessions and, following his parents deaths a few years after his ordination, distributed his inheritance
to the poor and afflicted, who would often seek him out for assistance.
In one of his most well-known acts of selflessness as a young priest, Fr Nicholas reacted to the intention of a wealthy businessman
of Patara who had fallen on hard times and lost his fortune. Desperate, the man had determined to sell the bodies of his three
daughters in order to raise funds for the family. Hearing of the plan (in some accounts, through a divine revelation), Fr Nicholas
called by his home in secret during the night and threw an offering of gold—three hundred coins wrapped in a handkerchief—
through the man’s window. Convinced of the goodness of the gesture, though unaware of the identity of his benefactor, the man
used the funds to arrange for his eldest daughter to be married honorably to a nobleman. Later the man arose to find the act had
been repeated; and eventually, a third time. In each instance, the priest made his offering secretly, attempting to conceal his works
of charity to others.
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Following the example of his bishop, who had made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land a few months before, Fr Nicholas requested to
travel to Jerusalem himself, to visit the holy places of the city. Icons today continue to recount the miraculous nature of his voyage
there by ship, during which a great storm arose (Nicholas having earlier predicted that it would). Seeing in a vision the devil climbing
aboard the ship, Nicholas warned the crew and prayed for the salvation of the craft and its occupants, and the sea shortly calmed.
Arriving in the Holy Land, Nicholas made his pilgrimage of the holy places in Jerusalem, especially Golgotha where Christ was crucified. Overcome by the reality of these places where the incarnate Son of the Father had walked and acted, Nicholas determined to
retreat into the desert to live a life of solitude. But he was stopped by a divine voice, which forbad this course and urged him to return home. This he did, though still longing for quiet and the solitary life. Having been moved by his experiences on Mount Sion in
Jerusalem, he entered the monastic community of Holy Sion in Lycia (which had earlier been founded by his uncle); but again, the
Lord made known to him that this was not to be his path. The voice of the Lord is said to have come to him: ‘Nicholas, if you desire
to be vouchsafed a crown from me, go and struggle for the good of the world. This monastery is not the vineyard in which you shall
bring forth the fruit I expect of you; but turn back, go into the world, and let my Name be glorified in you.’ Desirous above all to follow the command of God, Nicholas departed the brotherhood of Holy Sion and moved to Myra.
Consecration to the episcopate
Shortly after his arrival in Myra, the elder Archbishop of that city, a certain John, died. There was some discussion as to who should
succeed him as the chief bishop of the region, the local synod of bishops desirous that the new archbishop should not be an individual chosen by men for the office, but one revealed by God. One of their eldest number beheld a vision of the illumined Christ, who
indicated that the old bishop should go into the church, for the one who was first to enter it that night—who would be called Nicholas—was he who should become the new archbishop.
The elder bishop went to the church to await Nicholas’ arrival, in obedience to the vision. When Fr Nicholas arrived, the bishop
stopped him.
‘What is your name, child?’ he asked.
God’s chosen one replied, ‘My name is Nicholas, Master, and I am your servant.’
The bishop took St Nicholas immediately to the other bishops and exclaimed, ‘Brethren, receive your shepherd whom the Holy Spirit
himself anointed and to whom he entrusted the care of your souls. He was not appointed by an assembly of men but by God himself.
Now we have the one that we desired, and have found and accepted the one we sought. Under his rule and instruction we will not
lack the hope that we will stand before God in the day of his appearing and revelation.’
Continued on Page 4
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Nicholas was consecrated to the episcopacy during a tumultuous time in the life of the Church in Lycia. The persecutions under the
emperor Diocletian (284-305) affected that region deeply, and for a time, Bishop Nicholas was imprisoned with other Christians for
refusing to bow down and worship the idols of the imperial cult. He was remembered later for the exhortations he delivered to his
fellow prisoners, urging them to endure with joy all that the Lord lay before them, whether chains, bonds, torture or even death.
Bishop Nicholas’ imprisonment came to an end with the ascension of Constantine to the throne in the early fourth century. He returned to his flock in Myra, which received him with joy, and resumed his Episcopal work. He was known as a great ascetic, as he
had been since his childhood, and for his gentleness and love. But his kind-hearted spirit was also one of zeal, and with the new
freedoms offered under the peace of Constantine (following the ‘Edict of Milan’ in 312), he was known to travel through his city,
visiting pagan temples and overthrowing their shrines and idols.
The First Ecumenical Council, Nicaea 325
In the year 325, a great council of bishops—the largest in the history of the Church—was held in the city of Nicaea under the patronage of Emperor Constantine, who had, since his miraculous vision of the cross at Milvian bridge, himself converted to Christianity. This synod, which in later years would come to be known as the First Ecumenical Council (commemorated on the seventh Sunday after Pascha), was attended by over three hundred bishops from throughout the Christian world, to establish various canons of
order for the growing Church, affirm the faith, and combat heresy. In particular, the teachings of Arius, a presbyter in Alexandria,
were addressed and condemned by the council, which formulated a statement of faith that, with later refinements at Constantinople in 381, became the Creed of the Church.
St Nicholas was a participant at this council, and is particularly remembered for his zeal against Arius. Having openly combated him
with words, Bishop Nicholas, in a fit of fervor (some accounts indicate he was displeased with Arius’ monopolization of the meeting
with his ‘constant arguing’), went so far as to strike Arius on the face. Shocked by this behavior, especially given that the canons
forbid clergy from striking any one at all, yet uncertain of how to react to such actions by a hierarch they knew and respected, the
fathers of the council determined to deprive Nicholas of his Episcopal emblems (traditionally his “omophorion” and the Gospel
book), and placed him under guard. However, a short time later, several of the assembled fathers reported having a common vision:
the Lord and His Mother returning to Nicholas his Episcopal items, instructing that he was not to be punished, for he had acted ‘not
out of passion, but extreme love and piety’.[6] This was taken as a sign that the extreme behavior of Nicholas was nonetheless
pleasing to God, who was thus restored to the fullness of his Episcopal office.
Nicholas the Wonderworker
St Nicholas’ title ‘wonderworker’ comes from the multitude of reports of miracles that issued forth at his intercession, both during
his life and after. The renown of his miraculous acts was widespread in his own lifetime. As he had secretly delivered gold, many
years before, to the father of three destitute daughters, so he secretly delivered gold to
an Italian merchant (by some accounts, this gold was left miraculously by an apparition of
the saint appearing to the merchant in Italy), convincing him to sail to Myra with a shipment of grain. And so by his prayers and deeds, his city of Myra was rescued from a terrible famine.
One miracle, particularly widely known, was Bishop Nicholas’ conversion of the local governor, who had been bribed into unjustly condemning three men to death. The saint approached the executioner, who had already raised his sword to issue the death-blow, and
swiftly removed it from his hands. He then approached the governor and denounced his
unjust action. This latter, convicted by St Nicholas’ words, repented and asked the saint’s
forgiveness. This episode is remembered as connected directly to another: for three officers of the imperial military were present to see St Nicholas stay this execution, who were
later slanderously accused before the emperor, who condemned them to death. St Nicholas appeared to Emperor Constantine in a dream and urged him to reverse this sentence,
which the emperor did.
Many times, the saint’s prayers were said to have saved those drowning in the sea (just as
his prayers had calmed the sea on his own journey, as a young priest, to Jerusalem). Prisoners unjustly condemned prayed to him and were delivered. The poor prayed to him and were provided for. And so Nicholas’
reputation as a wonderworker (thaumatourgos) was established during his life. It continues to this day.
The saint’s departure
Living his life in ascetic labor and zealous ministry, St Nicholas fell asleep in the Lord at an old age (d. 6th December 343), by some
accounts quite ill. A church was built in his honor by the residents of Myra, in which his relics were kept for many centuries.
Alexei Comninos ascended the throne of the Byzantine Empire in 1081, in which year Asia Minor suffered various attacks and
threats of barbarian invasion. St Nicholas’ relics at this time remained in his city of Myra. However, a priest in the Italian city of Bari
Continued on Page 5
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soon beheld a vision in which Nicholas appeared and informed him that he did not wish to remain in a city as barren as the defeated
Myra. He instructed the priest to remove his body from the city. After informing the residents of Bari of his vision, three ships were
sent to Myra to retrieve the saint’s relics.
On their arrival in the city in 1087, the travelers from Bari found the Church of St Nicholas in Myra abandoned, save for the presence of four devoted monks. These led the men to the coffin of the saint, which they had hid to keep it safe from invaders. On
opening the coffin, the men found St Nicholas’ relics flowing with myrrh which they collected in vials, before securing the coffin and
placing it on one of the ships for the return voyage to Bari, accompanied by two of the Myran monks.
Sometime later, the ships arrived in Bari, and were met at the port by throngs of the local faithful. A great festal Liturgy was held in
the Church of St John the Forerunner and Baptist, to which the saint’s relics were taken in procession. Craftsmen had fashioned an
ornate silver box, into which St Nicholas’ head and hands were placed, while the remainder of his relics remained in their original
coffin from Myra.
A short time later, a large church was built and dedicated to St Nicholas, and the two boxes containing his relics were transferred to
it from the Church of St John, where they remain to this day (this event is commemorated on 20th May / 2nd June).[8] Chrism continues to flow from the saint’s relics, as it has for centuries.
Veneration of St Nicholas
The famous dismissal hymn (Troparion) for all holy hierarchs, ‘The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock…’, was composed
originally for our saint, and it remains his particular troparion to this day. His chief hymns are as follows:
Apolytikion (Troparion) in the Fourth Tone:
The truth of things hath revealed thee to thy flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of temperance; for this
cause, thou hast achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that
our souls be saved.
Kontakion in the Third Tone:
Saintly One, [St Nicholas] in Myra you proved yourself a priest; for in fulfilling the Gospel of Christ, venerable one, you laid down your
life for your people and saved the innocent from death. For this you were sanctified as one learned in divine grace.
St Nicholas is often known as the patron of all travellers, and in particular of those who travel by sea. It is common to pray to him
for deliverance from floods, poverty, and misfortunes.
The feast of St Nicholas is kept in the Orthodox Church on December 6. His memory is also kept on May 9 (commemoration of the
transfer of his relics), and July 29 (his birth).

Transitions
BAPTISMS:
The New Christian: Lucas Isaac
Parents: Scott and Anamaria Nusbaum
Sponsors: Victor Nikifor and Luana Eftimie
Date: October 26, 2013
The New Christian: Devin Theodore
Parents: Anthony Jones and Sarah Goodman
Sponsor: Allison Jones
Date October 27, 2013

The New Christian: Carolyn Grace
Parents: Anthony Jones and Sarah Goodman
Sponsor: Allison Jones
Date: October 27, 2013

ADULT BAPTISM:
The New Christian: Kristen Amber Lawrence
Sponsor: Joann Mamaligas
Date: November 2, 2013

FUNERAL:
George J. Christofield, age 84, on November 20, 2013.
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Fr. Paul’s Farewell
I hope that, by now, there will be little surprise when I begin my final address to this community in the same way that I have begun
most of my sermons: with the story of a Saint. St. Nikolai Velimirovich reposed in 1956, spending his final years in this country at
the Orthodox seminary of St. Tikhon’s in Pennsylvania. One day, before taking some medication, his students saw him make the
sign of the cross over the pills and pray before placing them in his mouth. These students asked him the reason for the blessing
and prayer, wondering if perhaps he was asking God to make the pills effective. He replied that the prayer was not, in fact, for
himself. Instead, he explained, he was expressing gratitude to God for the existence of such medicine and praying for all those
who made that little pill possible: the physicians who first diagnosed the illness, the scientists and chemists who discovered its
remedy, the manufacturers who developed the medication and those who tested it, the workers who packaged the pills and the
drivers who transported it, and the store clerks who stocked in on their shelves and sold them to the public for their benefit. All of
these people, St. Nikolai continued, contributed to helping place that medicine in his hand so that he could feel relief from something so simple as a headache. This type of gratitude is life-changing. It infects every moment of one’s life.
Fr. Bill told me once that one of the easiest ways to choose a sermon topic is to tell the people what I myself needed most to hear.
This topic of gratitude is a message that I believe I could have paid a great deal more attention to these past two years; there has
been too much kindness, too much selflessness, too much generosity for me to ever properly express my own gratitude and the
gratitude of my family.
I was told upon coming to this parish that I would be treated so well that no parish would ever match up to the experience I had
here; in fact, I was told that this was the direct goal of the community. It seems more than likely that this will be a goal easily met.
As a whole, I simply can’t count the number of comments, gifts, and general kindnesses that my family and I have received, and if
there have been any truly negative experiences, the good ones have so overwhelmed them that they’ve fled from my memory
completely. This community has not only been my first parish with regards to chronology, but I suspect it will always be first in
terms of the quality of its community and the general joys of experience. For everything you have done and all that you are, I will
always be grateful, and I will always regret not having shown that gratitude better and more while I was here.
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention particularly the youth of this parish. When it was announced that I was leaving, I had a particularly difficult time keeping it together as I communed the youth… and this from someone who doesn’t easily show emotion. I
want to thank the youth of both JOY/HOPE and GOYA for some of the best memories and wonderful relationships that I’ve had in
this parish. They were and are actually a constant reminder of my failings as a priest, as I know what they deserve and how far
short I fall of that model. But I hope that the youth of this parish know what an impact they’ve had on me. For all of you, I will be
forever grateful.
And of course, I could not mention gratitude without mentioning my mentor and teacher here: Fr. Bill. When I first came to this
parish, one of my first major acts… was to leave. To allow me so much time with my father before his passing was something that
was so valuable to me and so valuable to my family that I could never express what it meant to us. Beyond that, the relationship
of a proistamenos and his assistant is something that I don’t think can be properly described, especially when one has a particularly good proistamenos. It’s interesting that, whenever Christ speaks of a shepherd and his flock, there is never more than one
shepherd. For that reason, I felt that my job here was to be, above all else, obedient… to serve as an extension of the call and ministry of the primary shepherd, Fr. Bill. And yet, Fr. Bill managed to balance my being an assistant with an exploration of my own
talents… or in some cases, shortcomings… in a way that was astounding and so incredibly admirable.
But what describes best what Fr. Bill has meant to me comes from the response of those who heard that I would be serving under
his guidance; the consistent and only response, whether from a new priest or an experience one, was outright jealousy. I have
tried, then, in exploring my own role as a priest, to do so as obediently as possible, and though not always succeeding in that, I
have come to find that there is no greater joy as a priest than to serve under the guidance and beside so great a spiritual father. I
hope and pray that not even a single member of this parish ever takes for granted the spiritual father you have in Fr. Bill, and I
hope that if there is one final lesson I could pass on before leaving, it’s that obedience to that spiritual father will reap greater
spiritual riches than any victory in a disagreement ever could. Whether here, in Cheyenne, or beyond, I will always be proud to call
Fr. Bill my proistamenos, and for that I am eternally grateful.
Finally, though he is not here, I couldn’t express gratitude without mentioning His Eminence, Metropolitan NICHOLAS. His Eminence first called me – in a disguised voice, of course – when I was wearing my khaki pants and navy blue shirt on the floor of the
Hayden, Idaho Walmart Supercenter garden department. Along with Fr. Bill, he took me in when I was desperately seeking to fulfill God’s call to me to serve the Church. I feared, when he and I first spoke about the possibility of me leaving, that even such a
discussion would betray my immense appreciation for all that he had done for me. But in his pastoral care, he not only did not
Continued on Page 7
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censure me, but told me that I had an obligation to look into being closer to family.
I expected, in investigating this possibility, that nothing would be available and we would remain here… and I was happy with that.
In fact, I told Presbytera that the chances of us going anywhere were about 5%, if that. His Eminence explained that he did not
want to lose me, but if it was the will of God, he would not challenge it; I explained that I really didn’t want to leave, but if it was
the will of God, I felt I needed to heed that call. This, ultimately, is why we are going. I can’t explain just why I am so certain – that
would be too long and perhaps too personal a discussion – but I believe that God has made it plainly clear that I am being called to
go to Cheyenne. And when God calls us so directly, it is not ours to question His voice. We go, even if it means leaving something
wonderful. His Eminence was convinced that this call came from the prayers of my father as much as from God, and for the fact
that my Metropolitan desired to listen to those prayers and see if they were genuine, I am again beyond grateful.
This community will always be the location of many firsts, whether it be my first Sacraments or certain Administrative tasks… or
even Cincinnati chili. But most importantly, it will be the first place that I realized just how spoiled God has made me, just how
grateful I ought to be to Him, and just how insignificant that gratitude is in the face and magnitude of His blessings. Thank you all
for being God’s blessing to me.
I beg you, if I have offended or harmed you in any way: please forgive me and please pray for my family and myself in our new
ministry, as I will continue to pray for you. I thank you once more for all that you have done and been for me.
May the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, continue to bless and keep you always.

Parish Announcements
Congratulation to our parishioners, John and Dena Cranley and their son Joseph, on John’s election as the next mayor of
Cincinnati. We pray that God will grant him the wisdom and insight to effectively carry out the responsibilities of his office.
Sigma Epsilon Phi, Ohio State University’s Greek Orthodox fraternity, invites you to attend the 69th Annual Sweetheart’s
Ball on Saturday, February 8, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency Columbus from 9pm-2am. Sweetheart’s is one of the largest Greek
dances in the Midwest. Our event would not be successful each year without your love and support. For more information
about attending or how to make a donation/advertisement, please visit http://www.sigmaepsilonphi.org/ or contact Anna
Gelis at gelis.1@osu.edu or 513-652-7682 .
The Parish Council is pleased to announce that Chris Chryssovergis will co-chair the 40th Annual Panegyri with our General
Chairman, Frank Cook. Thanks to both of them for sharing their time and talent in an effort to make our Panegyri successful!
Congratulations to our parishioners, Pete and Katerina Kontopos, on the opening of their new Greek restaurant Remezo.
The new restaurant is located off of Fields-Ertel (Exit 19) at 9956 Escort Drive. Please support them in their new venture.

Christmas Outreach: Helping Our Neighbors
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the wonderful outpouring of support for our Thanksgiving drive last month. Because of
your help, the Good Shepherd Food Pantry was able to provide over 200 families meals.
Now it’s time to do it all over again for Christmas. This is a way for us to give witness to the joy we share in the incarnation of our
Lord with others in the surrounding community. Our goal is to provide 250 meal baskets in time for the holiday. Here is the list of
items we need:

250 hams (8-10 lbs.) - preferred, cooked
250 boxes of mashed potatoes (13 or 19 oz.)
250 cans of sweet potatoes (29 oz.)
250 cans of cranberry sauce (15 oz.)

250 cans of mixed fruit or fruit cocktail (15 oz.)
250 cans of corn and green beans (15 oz.)
250 boxes of corn or other type of bread mix
250 frozen fruit pies (pre-baked)

We are asking for your generosity once again in the form of food donations so that we can prepare meal baskets. Basket distribution will be on Thursday, December 19th, 9:00 am. - 2:00 pm. We need volunteers on Sunday, December 15th, to help pack the
baskets – please e-mail or call us to sign up.
Peter and Karen Aamodt, Co-Chairs
Contact info: aamodtka@mac.com / (513) 582-7263
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson
The October luncheon brought 75 people to eat a delicious
lunch prepared by Alex and Jim. We welcomed Father Paul and
his mother, Mrs. Jan Truebenbach, Presvytera Lavinia, and of
course little Nektarios. Everyone wished them well in their new
endeavor and we hope, some day, that we can visit with them
in Cheyenne, Wyoming. We also welcomed back Sophie Guethlein and daughter, Presvytera Patricia Artemis, Connie Karides,
daughter of Lula Panos and Pete Gormas.
Our next luncheon will be our Christmas luncheon on December
21 at church in the large hall. We will have entertainment and
some different table decorations that you will all like.
We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a healthy and
safe New Year.

PHILOPTOCHOS…Georgianne Gaz
The Ladies Philoptochos Society would like to thank everyone in
the community for their participation in our Veterans Day Celebration that was held on Sunday, November 10. The prayer offered by Fr. Bill and the ceremony performed by the Hugh Watson Post of the American Legion of Greenhills was moving and a
fitting honor to our veterans. We hope that everyone had the
opportunity to view the picture boards of former and current
members of our community, friends and family that were honored as well as celebrate our appreciation of their service. Our
sincerest gratitude is extended to the parishioners who shared
the names and photos of their friends and loved ones as well as
those parishioners who donated the certificates and printing to
assist Philoptochos in making this event possible. We would like
to thank Loy Jonson for her creativity, commitment and dedication in putting together a program truly worthy of reflecting our
community’s appreciation of our current and former members
of the United States Armed Forces. Great job, Loy, and thank
you so much!
Philoptochos is still collecting “Coats and Quilts” for the needy
up until December 15 and will take them to the City Gospel Mission here in Cincinnati.
The Philoptochos Christmas Dinner will take place from 6:30 to
9:00 pm on Tuesday, December 3 at Pappadeaux Restaurant in
Springdale. If you have not already made your reservations, call
Georgianne Gaz at (513) 313-5748. The last day to take reservations will be Saturday, November 30.
Philoptochos will be providing refreshments following the St.
Nicholas Vespers services on Thursday, December 5. We hope
that you all will join us.

Baking for Sweet Treats has ended and the Ladies of Philoptochos are gearing up for the three day sale, December 13
through 15. Also, Eleni Zaferes is taking “prepaid pre-sales” for
those who would like guaranteed pick up of particular pastries.
The turnout for the baking sessions was FANTASTIC. Those of us
on the Board of Philoptochos would like to thank our members
for the time, work and skills that they brought to the Church
kitchen every week for almost two months. Personally, I would
like to thank Eleni Zaferes for her leadership, organization and
unwavering dedication.
As many of you have noticed, in mid-November we began our
local campaign In support of the National Philoptochos Literacy
Program, by offering a children’s’ book series for sale. The series for young children is by Greek American author, Nick Katsoris, and the main character is a little lamb called “Loukoumi”.
Please come see the Philoptochos table to look at these books…
they would make a wonderful Christmas gift for a young child or
grandchild.
We would like to wish everyone in our community a Joyous
Christmas and very healthy, happy 2014.

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE…Karen Aamodt
The Daughters of Penelope held a special meeting on Saturday,
November 23rd to welcome the officers of our District
Lodge. Vera Manolakas from our community is the District Governor this year and we were happy to welcome her to her home
chapter as Governor. Several Past District Governors were present and we were very happy that Past Grand President Elaine
Sampanis was able to join us as well. We enjoyed a lovely
luncheon, listened to a presentation on the local Dress for Success organization and initiated new members. Many of our
members brought along clothing and accessories to donate for
the women who Dress for Success serves. All in all, it was a nice
time spent with new and long time friends.
In December our chapter will participate in the District Lodge's
Festival of Trees Luncheon event on Saturday, December 7th at
the Presidential Banquet Center in Kettering, Ohio from 11:00—
3:00. This will be very similar to the Festival of Tables or Flowers events some of us have attended in the past but with all the
tables to be decorated with small Christmas trees. There will be
no regular meeting in December in consideration of Christmas. We will resume our meetings in January.
If you are interested in our organization or our projects please
contact Karen Aamodt at aamodtka@mac.com or at 513-5827263.
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The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit Council and Metropolis Philoptochos
invite you to celebrate the Feast of St. Nicholas and St. Spyridon
Sunday, December 8, 2013 - Open House and Reception for the
Feast of Saint Nicholas
Time: 1:00 - 5:00 pm
Wednesday, December 11, 2013 - Great Vespers for the
Feast of Saint Spyridon
Time 6:30 pm - Reception to Follow
Thursday, December 12, 2013 - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the
Feast of Saint Spyridon
Time 10:00 am - Reception to Follow
Open House and Services at the:
Metropolis Center - 2560 Crooks Road - Troy, MI 48084
Phone: (248) 823-2400

Parish Council President's Message
by Peter J. Kambelos, MD
Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of you all my best at Christmastime and beyond, into the
New Year. As you gather with your families, may you enjoy warm fellowship, good health, and great joy.
Second, I would like to express my appreciation to each of you for electing me to serve on our Parish Council…what an honor! My four
years of service have been challenging, but wholly enjoyable. It has been my sincere pleasure to unrepentantly advocate for the fiscal
health of our community, many times in an uphill fashion…but the struggle was worth it as I felt it was my responsibility to help ensure
the sustainability of our Parish. The endearing relationships I have formed as a result of my service are priceless and cherished.
Finally, stewardship.
As you are aware, stewardship contributions have dropped, prompting measureable and appropriate concern. Your Parish Council has
consistently shared with you the not-so-favorable prognosis of our community’s financial profile, including what it takes to operate our
Parish on a day-to-day basis. Expenses continue to climb, yet stewardship lags shamefully. Consider the grave consequences of bad
weather on our Panegyri revenue. Consider the looming costly repairs, beyond the leaky roof, that our facility MUST face in the near
term, regardless.
Then, consider the fact that this Parish, and its every ounce of brick and mortar, is your family’s spiritual home, a veritable part of your
extended family, that, without your vigorous support will assuredly fail. What kind of value can you place on that? In my judgment, failure is not an option but, rather, if we all pull our weight, our Parish family will prosper and we can all share in the pride that will result.
Some have criticized the “Stewardship Committee” and your Parish Council for the drop in stewardship. I ask those who do so to look in
the mirror at themselves and those around them. Every member of this Parish is a member of the “Stewardship Committee” and EACH of
us share in the responsibility to maintain and augment stewardship contributions in our Parish, period.
In closing, I would like to add that we have been very fortunate to have with us Father Paul and Presbytera Lavinia and Father Joseph and
his Presbytera, albeit for a very short time. It is with great love that I wish them well out west and down south, respectively, and it is with
that same great love that I welcome back Father Irenaeus and his Presbytera.
Sincerely yours,
Peter J. Kambelos, M.D., F.A.C.P.
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Stewardship Message
As 2013 draws to a close, the Stewardship Committee is already busy with the stewardship campaign for 2014.
Materials have been mailed to all Parish families. Furthermore, you may have received a phone call about your
2014 pledge. The Committee, assisted by a team of volunteers, is planning to contact everyone in order to emphasize the importance of annual giving.
A heartfelt stewardship commitment on your part is important both for the Parish and for you. Stewardship is
of course important for the Parish because of the financial support these gifts provide to the ministries of the
Church, especially at the local level. However, stewardship is also important for you, as Fr. Joseph indicated in a
recent homily, as a tangible way of demonstrating your love and devotion to God.
The Stewardship Committee asks you not only to pledge for next year but also, if possible, to increase your
pledge over this year. In making this request, we look to other parishes in our Metropolis, where the average
financial commitment per family is double ours. Just as such communities seek to grow God’s ministries, so
should we, in a manner that distances our reliance on festival weather and the patronage of others.
Please receive our phone calls with an open heart. Be assured that your generosity is appreciated by Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas and that God will truly reward you for your love.
Stewardship Committee: Peter Aamodt Andy Stefanopoulos Alex Geromes

“The rich man is not the one who has much, but the one who gives much.
For what he gives away remains his forever.”
St. John Chrysostom

2013 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH 11-20-13
The parishioners listed here have made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2013
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Adinamis, George & Robyn
Alex, James L. & Koula
Anagnostou, Elias & Helen
Anastasiou, Demetra
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Antoniades, Anthony & Tracey
Apostol, Katherine
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Argeros, Aristea
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Balkenbusch, Matt & Nicole
Balli, James & Virginia
Barnhart, Thomas & Sylvia
Bates, Justin
Batsakes, George P.
Batsakis, Chris & Lydia
Batsakis, Pantelis & Eleni
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Karen

Belitsos, George P.
Beltsos, Chris & Melissa
Beltsos, Paul & Jeanna
Beltsos, Sam & Esmine
Beltsos, Steven & Kanda
Bender, Christina E.
Bender, Robert & Kathy
Berling, Ben & Jennifer
Betas, Christina
Betas, Dimitrios
Betas, Maria
Bikas, Michael & Anna
Bikas, Staikoula
Bilionis, Charles & Angela
Binzer, Chrisanthi & Brian
Black, Dr. William & Lenora
Blavos, Sylvia
Borcoman, Tate & Nicole
Borod, Gregory & Gloria
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boulmetis, Samuel N. & Anita
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Bouras, Anna

Brausch, Robert & Julie
Brown, Bryan & Nickie
Brown, William & George-Ann
Bujnoch, Digger & Lindsay
Burton, Matthew D. & Kathy
Burton, Michael
Caddell, Chris & Eleni
Callos, Harry & Angie
Callos, Thomas & Patricia
Caneris, Adonis & Ana Maria
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Cardullias, Dr. Peter & Elaine
Carey, Lee & Tula
Carumpalos, Constantine
Cassis, Eli
Cassis, Fr. William & Presvytera Anastasia
Chachoff, Nada
Chaldekas, Bess
Chantilas, George
Chantilas, James & Dr. Lydia
Chapas, Lefty
Chichura, Marcus & Michelle
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Christman, Carl & Margaret
Christofield, Angeliki
Christofield, George J.†
Christofield, George P. & Dorothy
Christon, Angelos & Deanna
Christopher, Spiro & Olga
Christopoulos, Vassiliki
Christos, Mary J.
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Cimarosti, Eugene† & Helen
Claffie, Sean & Angela
Colak, Tony & Joan
Columbus, Richie & Eva
Colyer, Donna
Colyer, Jeana
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Condorodis, Dr. Constandinos J. & Carolyn
Cook, Barbara
Cook, Frank & Karen
Cooper, Charles & Aphrodite
Coures, George
Cranley, John & Dena
Cristell, Mark & Lia
Dalambakis, Chris & Judy
Daoud, Fahid & Laila
Dargis, David & Melody
Dalton, Andrew & Maria
Demakes, Mina
Demas, George P. & Annette
Diaz, Chris & Stephanie
Drew, Dr. William & Katherine
Economacos, Demetrios & Christine
Economacos, Eleni
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Economakis, Tina
Economou, Robert
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
Ehrenschwender, Robert & Anna
Elias, Tom & Tina
Eliopoulos-Rosenbloom, Connie
Ernst, James H. & Sue
Evangelou, Sofia
Fakoukakis, Emanuel & Susan
Fawcett, Tracy & Jessica
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Fielden, Brad & Tricia
Fillios, Alexandra
Fotopoulos, Christine
Francis, Dean & Kathy
Frankenstein, George & Christine
Franklin, Gari
Freeman, Maria
Freudenberg, Grey & Eleni
Fritz, Christine
Fritz, Margaret
Galanes, George
Gaier, Jeffrey & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin

Gaz, Georgianne
Gelis, James & Kathy
Gelis, Maria
Georges, Charles P. & Sophia
Georgescu, Dan & Cristiana
Georgeton, Chris P. & Barbara
Georgeton, John C. & Ann
Georgeton, John P. & Kimberly
Georgeton, Nickoletta†
Georgeton, Peter C.
Georgeton, Peter T. & Nancy
Georgiades, Peri & Cheri Rekow
Georgiou, Dean
Georgiou, George & Maria
Georgiton, Nick
Georgiton, Peter J. & Betsy
Georgopoulos, Tasos & Eileen
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, Gus & Eleni
Georgostathis, James & Lillian
Georgostathis, Joanne
Georgostathis, Maria
Georgoulakis, Athanasios & Sofia
Geromes, Alexander
Gerros, Carl & Mary
Ghiz, Leslie
Ghizas, John & Helen
Giovis, Thomas
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Gormas, Pete
Grammas, George & Pam
Grammas, Peter & Panagiota
Greene, David & Maria
Gregory, Dean & Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Guethlein, Sophia
Haddad, Saba & Elise
Hadzivrettas, George M. & Soultana
Haggis, Flora†
Haggis, Karen
Hagias, Evelyn
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. & Akrivi
Hayden, Jason & Rebecca
Herrmann, Dennis & Stacy
Herrmann, Kristen & Stephen Simmer
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Himonidis, Chris & Ruth
Hock, Les & Jennifer
Hodges, Nick & Millie
Humbert, Randy & Dede
Ioannou, Maria & John
Ioannou, Michael & Meagan
Johnson, John & Antigone
Jones, Carolyn
Jones, Demus J. & Betty
Jones, James A. & Jo Ann
Jonson, Alexander & Ann

December 2013
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, James G. & Thelma
Jonson, James N. & Patricia J.
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Kahle, John & Nickie
Kalemanis, Gary & Maria
Kalemanis, George & Nikki
Kales, Dean & Andrea
Kalomeres, Carol
Kalomeres, George C.
Kambelos, John P. & Erato
Kambelos, Dr. Peter J.
Kambelos, Stratos J. & Hope
Kanaris, Christos
Kanaris, Kostantinos & Katy
Kanelopoulos, John J. & Georgia
Kanelos, Dino & Julie
Kanelos, John K. & Christine
Kaniaris, Eleni
Kaniaris, John & Idalia
Kaniaris, Melissa
Kapourales, Harry & Vivian
Kapourales, Louis
Kappas, James P.
Kapsolis, Ria
Karageorge, Dimitri & Athena
Karakatsani, Marianthi
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karas, Ted & Dixie
Kareliotis, Yiannis & Susan
Karras, Giorgio & Erene
Kasidonis, John & Tina
Katsanis, Claire C.
Katsanis, James & Diane
Katsaounis, Nick & Fay
Kavouras, George & Fran
Kehayes, Christine
Kehayes, Peggy
Kehayes, William & Melissa
Kellaris, James & Janice
Kelley, Michael & Pauline
Kereiakes, James & Helen
Kessis, Nick
Kessis, Paul
Kevin, Patrick & Diane
Kezios, Bessie
Kindle, Jeffrey & Belinda
King, Adrian & Tina
Kissopoulos, Nick & Effy
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Kladakis, William
Koerner, Kristy
Kolianos, George
Kontonickas, Mary
Kontopos, Maria
Kontopos, Pete & Katerina
Kontopos, Vagelis & Amanda
Kontsis, George & Melissa
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Koros, Kostas & Dina
Korvessis, Anthony & Georgia Lydia
Koskinaris, Athanasios & Helen
Kostopoulos, Dina
Kostopoulos, Nikolaos & Dana
Kostopoulos, Tom & Rose
Kotsovos, Christos
Kougios, Michael & Alice
Koutsogiannis, Gus & Cathy
Kranias, George & Litsa
Kranias, Stratos & Amanda
Kramvousanos Family
Kunkemoeller, Thomas & Janice
Kurlas, Gus
Kurlas, Louise T.
Kurlas, Tom
Kyrios, Irini
Kyrios, Tassos & Maria
Lambrinides, Nicholas & Diane
Lambrinides, Ted & Kimberly
Lambrinides, Thomas J. & Mary Ann
Landando, James & Yvonne
Landers, Lauren
Lazares, Gus J.
Lazares, John K. & Patricia
Leon, Gus A. & Kathryn
Leon, John & Sarah
LesChander, Scott L. & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liaros, Vasilios & Evangelia
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Locklear, Ray & Niki
Loukoumidis, George & Stacey
Lysko, Bob & Stacy
Macaskill, Stuart & Stacy
Makris, George J. & Katherine
Makris, Thomas & Ellen
Makrozahopoulos, Dimitrios & Joanna
Maleas, Pete C. & Pearl
Mamaligas, Mike & Joann
Manolakas, Alexander & Vera
Maras, Ryan & Maria
Marinakis, Bill D. & Evonne
Marinakis, George D. & Eleni
Marinakis, Panagiota
Marinakis, Teddy D. & Katie
Maris, George & Tricia
Marrone, John J. & Jeri
Marrone, John & Tai
Mavridoglou, George & Penny
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
Mavridoglou, Nicholas & Jessica
McCullough, Ryan and Kathryn
McKay, Betty Jo
McNulty, Robin & Melanie
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Merianos, Ted
Meyer, Andy & Maria
Mikesell, Marco & Aphrodite

Mirkopoulos, Nicholas & Mare†
Mirkos, Marilyn
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Misali, A. J. "Ike" & Marge†
Misali, John P. & Deborah
Misali, Paul J.
Misali, Sam & Mary Jean
Mitropoulos, Pete & Konstantina
Mohler, David & Angel
Mokas, Mary
Monroe, Angeliki
Moraites, Dr. Richard S. & Aphrodite
Morgan, Paul & Mary
Morris, John & Christine
Mortensen, Danny
Moulas, Dean & Catherine
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Murnen, Eric & Christina
Murray, Stella P.
Naser, Jacoub & Dina
Nadaud, Catherine
Nathan, Jaimie & Amy
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Neuendorf, Matthew
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nichols, Lee
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Nikias, Vasilia
Nitsis, Dimitrius & Leisa
Nourtsis, Sam & Alexandra
Nusbaum, Scott & Anamaria
Nyktas, George W.
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Palassis, Michael & Alison
Palassis, Nick & Maria
Paliobagis, Vasiliki
Panagiotidis, Nick
Panagiotidis, Pantelis & Anastasia
Panagis, Nick & Maria
Panos, Aphrodite
Panos, Lula
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Paolucci, Anthony & Angie
Papaioannou, Thomas & Mary
Papakirk, James & Maria
Paparodis, Bess
Papas, James & Demetra
Papasavvas, Nektarios & Sally
Papathanas, Harry & Joyce
Papathanas, Katherine
Papathanas, Mary Kay
Pappas, Andrew S. & Julie
Pappas, Harry J.
Pappas, Martha H.
Pappas, Vasilios T. & Christine
Parsenios, Doris
Parsenios, Lewis G.
Parthenakis, Nicholas & Angie
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Pascal, Betsy
Pascal, James
Pastrimas, Emanuel & Lisa
Pavlakis, George & Suzanne
Payiatis, Paul & Patricia
Perdikakis, George C. & Kathryn
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Perdikakis, Maria
Peters, Claire
Petkos, Joannis & Christina
Petropoulos, Kosta & Tina
Petrou, James & Carrie
Phillips, Joshua & Katherine
Photos, Alta
Pilipovich, George & Cynthia
Plomaritis, Peter & Elsa
Polen, Joe & Stephanie
Politis, Michael & Carmen
Polychroniou, Constantine & Christine
Poneris, Constantino & Tara
Poneris, Nikitas & Rena
Ponticos, George D.
Ponticos, Koula
Poplos, Theodore & Stephanie
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Prasinos, John† & Zoe
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Psaros, Gus & Eleni
Psihountas, Mary
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Rallis, Angelo
Ramstetter, Robert & Lisa
Randall, Paul & Dee
Raptis, James & Maria
Raptis, James & Olga
Reich, Joseph & Stacy
Riber, Sam & Filio
Richardson, Josh & Nicole
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Rigas, Thomas & Aphrodite
Robson, Brian & Crystal
Rodish, Peter & Suzanne
Romanos, Constantine & Carla
Romanos, Michael & Carla
Rombes, Maria
Rombes, Tom & Angie
Rombis, Petros & Sofia
Rose, Marvin & Chrysoula
Rosenbaum, David & Maria
Saba, George
Saba, Youhana
Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sakelos, John & Kathleen
Sampson, Angeline
Sampson, Tony & Mary Ann
Sampson, Michael G. & Roxanne
Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sarakatsannis, George & Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
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Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Sarakatsannis, Olympia
Sarakatsannis, Panny & Judy
Sarakatsannis, Spiro N.
Sarros, George H. & Alexandra
Sarros, Harry J.
Sarros, John H.
Schmitz, Thomas & Cathy
Schneider, Elizabeth R.
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Schultz, James & Sarah
Schutter, Michael & Lynne
Sciortino, Mark & Jenny
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Seremetis, Gregory G.
Seremetis, Stratin & Marjory
Semertzides, Dr. John & Evie
Sherlock, Michael & Chrysanne
Shteiwi, Rakan & Laila
Siambekos, Steve T. & Laura
Sias, Georgios N. & Kathy
Sideris, Danny & Amy
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, August C.
Siegel, Daniel R. & Marianthi
Sifri, Suad
Simos, Marianthi
Sims, David & Penelope
Singleton, Steven & Sandra
Siouris, Andrea
Slaughter, Rea
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Soulas, Angelo & Eleni
Soulas, Konstantinos & Patricia
Spanorigas, Nicholas & Becky
Spanos, Van & Litsa
Sparks, Ryan & Sophia
Sperelakis, Dr. Nicholas† & Dolores
Spirtoff, John & Vicki
Spyridon, Pearl
Stacey, Christine
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Stamatakos, Dino & Diamanto
Stamatakos, Gus & Vivi
Stamatakos, Stratis
Stamatakos, Tom & Becky
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stavrakis, Christine P.
Stavros, Cathy
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stenger, Doug & Lauren
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, George
Stephan, Kara
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stephan, Nicholas & Alyssa
Steppe, Greg & Ellene
Stergiopoulos, William M. & Janis
Stergiopulos, Anna
Stergiopulos, Nick & Corey
Stevenson, Mitch & Patricia
Stone, Christy & Stephanie
Storgion, John
Storch, Mark & Angela
Strike, Louis
Stringas, Emanuel & Katherine
Stroplos, Gus & Terry
Suhar, Sylvia
Sylvester, Debi
Sweiss, Riyad
Tassopoulos, Michael & Ritsa
Thomakos, Artemis
Thomakos, Stan & Michelle
Tipis, Constantine & Lisa
Toleski, Steve & Tatsa
Traiforos, Eleftherios & Magdalena
Tremoulis, John N. & Sunday
Trennepohl, Mike & Tina
Trester, Ron & Maria
Triantafilou, Alex & Jennifer
Triantafilou, George & Eleni
Triantafilou, Rita
Trivett, Michael & Matina
Truebenbach, Fr. Paul & Presvytera Lavinia

Tsacalis, William & Marie
Tsiominas, John & Anna
Valcarcel, John & JoAnne
Vardaka, Marianna
Vasilakis, Maria
Vasilakis, Theologos & Mary
Vasiliou, Demetrios & Gloria
Vassil, William J.
Vassiliou, Alex & Soula
Vassiliou, Helen
Vessey, Lenie
Vidas, Angelis & Evridiki
Vidas, Cynthia
Vidas, Ethel
Vidas, Evangelia P.
Vidas, Olga
Vidas, Sofia A.
Vidas, Victor P. & Family
Vlahakis, Tom & Carol
Vollhardt III, Arthur & AnnaMarie
Walls, Jason & Chryssoula
Watson, Douglas & Akrivi
Weber, Lyndsay & Kelda
Weisenborn, Maria & Cary
Wellman, Helen N.
Williams, Jacinta
Wilson, Beth & Martin
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Witt, Alan J. & Bessie
Wright, Duane M. & Stacy
Xanthakos, Stavra & Helmut Roehrig
Zaferes, George P. & Diane
Zaferes, Katherine (Tina)
Zaferes, Patricia J.
Zaferes, Patricia P.
Zaferes, Thomas & Eleni
Zaferes, Toula
Zagorianos, Kristos & Kathy
Zaharopoulos, Antonios & Dimitra
Zeilman, John & Anna
Zigoris, Mark & Irene
Vogel, Steve & Christine
Zolotas, Pete & Papy

“I chose and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit.”
John 15:16

Pledge cards for 2014 were mailed to you in November. If you have not yet returned your
Stewardship Pledge Commitment for 2014, we encourage you to do so today. Pledge Cards
are available through the Church Office or can be obtained by contacting any member of the
Parish Council or the Clergy.
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For the most updated Calendar, visit www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
Sunday
1

Monday
2

Tuesday

Wednesday
4

3
6:00 p.m.
Philoptochos
Christmas Party

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

6:30 p.m.
Great Vespers for
St. Nicholas

St. Nicholas
8:30 a.m. Matins
and Divine
Liturgy

9:30 a.m.
Orthodoxy 101

No HOPE & JOY

8

9

10

11

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
Mothers Club
Breakfast with
Santa
Parish Council
Election

15

St. Spyridon
8:30 a.m. Matins
and Divine
Liturgy

16

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
SCS Nativity
Program
12:00 pm-3:00 pm
Sweet Treats Sale

22

17

18

19

13
10:00 am-6:00 pm
Sweet Treats Sale
6:30 p.m.
JOY and HOPE
Meeting

20

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
GOYA Meeting

14
9:30 a.m.
Orthodoxy 101
10:00 am-5:00 pm
Sweet Treats Sale
10:00 a.m.
SCS Nativity
Program Dress
Rehearsal
5:00 p.m.
GOYA Christmas
Party

21
9:30 a.m.
Orthodoxy 101

Christmas
Dinner Baskets
Distribution

12:00 p.m.
Over Fifty Lunch

6:00 p.m.

Parish Council
Dinner & Mtg.

23

24

25

Christmas Eve
8:30 a.m.
Vesperal
Divine Liturgy

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

6:00 p.m.
Divine Liturgy

29

12

30

26

27

28

Christmas Day
8:30 a.m.
Matins and
Divine Liturgy

31

8:15 a.m. Matins
9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

Roof Repair Update
The roof work on the Sunday Church School building is complete. This phase of the project was entirely paid for through your generous donations. The first stage of this project cost just over $24,000. The second stage of the project, which is an additional
$134,000, is nearly complete. As of November 20th, we have received $27,565 in donations from 81 families. This is 18% of the total needed to complete these repairs. A payment of $67,000 is due to the roofing company on November 30 th. If each household
in our parish would consider a donation of $250, we could avoid borrowing money to pay for this project.
At this time in the life of our Parish, stewardship does not cover our daily expenses. Funding for these unexpected repairs and capital improvements must be raised through your generosity.
Thank you to the parishioners who have already responded and to the ones who are planning to assist with our efforts.
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Very Rev. Father William Cassis
Staff
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Facilities Manager: Chris Jonson

Parish Council
Officers

Members

Dr. Peter Kambelos, President

Peter Aamodt

Andrew Stefanopoulos, Vice-President

Alexander Geromes

Nick Georgiton, Treasurer

Eleni Haralamos

Peter Rodish, Asst. Treasurer

George Kalemanis

Maria Kontopos, Secretary

Ron Nichols

Ianthe Schulte, Asst. Secretary

John Sakelos
Nicholas L. Sarakatsannis

Organizations and Ministries
Philoptochos Society: Georgianne Gaz, President
Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: Louis Kapourales, Tasos Ioannides, James Raptis, Philanthy Nichols
Altar Boys: Gus Siegel, Father William Cassis
Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, Director
Greek School: Alexandros Laftsidis, Director
GOYA: Father William Cassis, GOYA Ministry Team
HOPE and JOY Groups: Father William Cassis, Ministry Team
Mothers Club: Catherine Stavros
AHEPA: Andrew Stefanopoulos
Daughters of Penelope: Karen Aamodt, President
Over 50s Club: Ann Jonson

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.
The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
December 8, 2013
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@gmail.com or
goc7000@gmail.com
Our Church website can be found
at
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

Parish Bible Study and Orthodoxy 101: Father William Cassis
Orthodox Reading Group: TBA

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father William Cassis, Eugene Nicholas
Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
PANEGYRI: Frank Cook, Chris Chryssovergis
Parish Bookstore: Beth Uhimchuk
Office Hours: Weekdays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Other Services as scheduled.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD
‘Tis the season to join the members of our Parish in expressing Christmas
greetings to one another by participating in our annual COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CARD.
This is a wonderful way to extend holiday greetings to one another, and a successful means of raising funds for our beloved Parish. You can be part of our
annual Christmas Card by filling out this form and returning it to the Church
Office no later than Monday, December 2, 2013 along with a contribution of
$30.00 per family. Your participation and support are greatly appreciated.
Please list my/our family on the COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD as follows:
___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

*DEADLINE MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2013 BY 5:00 PM

