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The Church calls St Constantine (306-337)
"the Equal of the Apostles," and historians
call him "the Great." He was the son of the
Caesar Constantius Chlorus
(305-306), who governed
the lands of Gaul and Britain. His mother was St
Helen, a Christian of humble birth.
At this time the immense
Roman Empire was divided
into Western and Eastern
halves, governed by two
independent emperors and
their
corulers
called
"Caesars."
Constantius
Chlorus was Caesar in the
Western Roman Empire. St
Constantine was born in
274, possibly at Nish in Serbia. In 294, Constantius divorced Helen in
order to further his political ambition by
marrying a woman of noble rank. After he
became emperor, Constantine showed his
mother great honor and respect, granting
her the imperial title "Augusta."

Constantine, the future ruler of all the
whole Roman Empire, was raised to respect
Christianity. His father did not persecute
Christians in the lands he
governed. This was at a
time when Christians were
persecuted throughout the
Roman Empire by the Emperors Diocletian (284-305)
and his co-rulers Maximian
Galerius (305-311) in the
East, and the Emperor
Maximian Hercules (284305) in the West.
After the death of Constantius Chlorus in 306, Constantine was acclaimed by
the army at York as emperor of Gaul and Britain.
The first act of the new emperor was to grant the freedom to practice
Christianity in the lands subject to him. The
pagan Maximian Galerius in the East and
the fierce tyrant Maxentius in the West
hated Constantine and they plotted to overthrow and kill him, but Constantine bested
Continued on Page 2

2012 PANEGYRI Kick Off !
Mezethakia will be served on Sunday, May 6th following the Divine
Liturgy. This is a free event sponsored by the Panegyri Committee.
The 2012 Panegyri leadership will be available to answer any questions
concerning the Festival. All Festival Booth Chairs are requested to attend
and all volunteers are welcome.
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them in a series of battles, defeating his opponents with the help of God. He prayed to God to give him a sign which
would inspire his army to fight valiantly, and the Lord showed him a radiant Sign of the Cross in the heavens with the
inscription "In this Sign, conquer."
After Constantine became the sole ruler of the Western Roman Empire, he issued the Edict of Milan in 313 which guaranteed religious tolerance for Christians. St Helen, who was a Christian, may have influenced him in this decision. In
323, when he became the sole ruler of the entire Roman Empire, he extended the provisions of the Edict of Milan to
the Eastern half of the Empire. After three hundred years of persecution, Christians could finally practice their faith
without fear.
Renouncing paganism, the Emperor did not let his capital remain in ancient Rome, the former center of the pagan
realm. He transferred his capital to the East, to the city of Byzantium, which was renamed Constantinople, the city of
Constantine (May 11). Constantine was deeply convinced that only Christianity could unify the immense Roman Empire
with its diverse peoples. He supported the Church in every way. He recalled Christian confessors from banishment, he
built churches, and he showed concern for the clergy.
The emperor deeply revered the victory-bearing Sign of the Cross of the Lord, and also wanted to find the actual Cross
upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. For this purpose he sent his own mother, the holy Empress Helen, to
Jerusalem, granting her both power and money. Patriarch Macarius of Jerusalem and St Helen began the search, and
through the will of God, the Life-Creating Cross was miraculously discovered in 326. (The account of the finding of the
Cross of the Lord is found under the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, September 14). The Orthodox Church commemorates the Uncovering of the Precious Cross and the Precious Nails by the Holy Empress Helen on March 6.
While in Palestine, the holy empress did much of benefit for the Church. She ordered that all places connected with
the earthly life of the Lord and His All-Pure Mother, should be freed of all traces of paganism, and she commanded that
churches should be built at these places.
The emperor Constantine ordered a magnificent church in honor of Christ's Resurrection to be built over His tomb. St
Helen gave the Life-Creating Cross to the Patriarch for safe-keeping, and took part of the Cross with her for the emperor. After distributing generous alms at Jerusalem and feeding the needy (at times she even served them herself),
the holy Empress Helen returned to Constantinople, where she died in the year 327. Because of her great services to
the Church and her efforts in finding the Life-Creating Cross, the empress Helen is called "the Equal of the Apostles."
The peaceful state of the Christian Church was disturbed by quarrels, dissensions and heresies which had appeared
within the Church. Already at the beginning of St Constantine's reign the heresies of the Donatists and the Novatians
had arisen in the West. They demanded a second baptism for those who lapsed during the persecutions against Christians. These heresies, repudiated by two local Church councils, were finally condemned at the Council of Milan in 316.
Particularly ruinous for the Church was the rise of the Arian heresy in the East, which denied the Divine Nature of the
Son of God, and taught that Jesus Christ was a mere creature. By order of the emperor, the First Ecumenical Council
was convened in the city of Nicaea in 325.
318 bishops attended this Council. Among its participants were confessor-bishops from the period of the persecutions
and many other luminaries of the Church, among whom was St. Nicholas of Myra in Lycia. The emperor was present at
the sessions of the Council. The heresy of Arius was condemned and a Symbol of Faith (Creed) composed, in which was
included the term "consubstantial with the Father," confirming the truth of the divinity of Jesus Christ, Who assumed
human nature for the redemption of the entire human race.
One might possibly be surprised by St Constantine's grasp of theological issues during the discussions at the Council.
The term "consubstantial" was included in the Symbol of Faith at his insistence.
Continued on Page 3
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After the Council of Nicaea, St. Constantine continued with his active role in the welfare of the Church. He accepted holy
Baptism on his deathbed, having prepared for it all his whole life. St Constantine died on the day of Pentecost in the
year 337 and was buried in the Church of the Holy Apostles, in a crypt he had prepared for himself.
Troparion - Tone 4
Having seen the image of Thy Cross in Heaven,
and like Paul, having received the call not from men, O Lord,
Thine apostle among kings entrusted the commonwealth to Thy hand, O Lord.
Keep us always in peace, by the intercessions of the Theotokos, O only Friend of man.
Kontakion - Tone 3
On this day Saint Constant have and blessed Helen, his mother,
have revealed the Cross, the Wood worthy of all veneration.
For the Jews, it is dishonor; but faithful rulers have it as a weapon
Vanquishing their opponents. For our sakes hath it been shown forth
as a great ensign, dread and most awesome in war.

Parish Council President's Message
by Chris Chryssovergis
The doors, the doors! The beautiful glass inserts are installed and the transformation is breathtaking.
The change to the front entrance and the narthex is stunning. The vestibule has historically been dark,
but is now illuminated by natural light in a way that radiates off the marble floor. There was always a
more impressive intent for our parish’s external face to the community and through the generosity of a few families, it is now
a reality. It is wonderful to hear almost universal praise from the parish on the addition and observe the overwhelming experience that is the reaction of those who happen upon the change unexpectedly. Pray that the kindness of our community
continues to grace our parish in our continued beautification efforts.
Unfortunately, we are also simultaneously experiencing a difficult year as it relates to maintenance on our aging facility. We
have already spent three-quarters of our forty thousand dollar yearly maintenance budget (through mid-April) on HVAC repairs for the Sunday school wing and for roof repairs. These types of repairs are not unexpected for a 40+ year old structure,
so planning for them seems sensible. Given that less than half of our parish’s operating expenses are funded by financial
stewardship, continued expenditures in this area, at this pace, will expose our parish to unbudgeted expenses of $80 $100,000. This would be a certain burden to our ability to operate unencumbered from debt. Enhanced financial stewardship will allow the parish to properly allocate for a reserve fund that can be used to offset these anticipated expenses.
It’s easy to reach out to the community and ask for donations for beautification efforts. In fact, people often step forward to
support these requests proactively; they gladly offer their resources as the outcome is usually visual and enduring. Our response to supporting maintenance needs is reactive, at best, and even not forthcoming at times, as people prefer to put their
resources towards projects that elevate the sensory experience of their time in church. The need is no less real; in fact, it is
often more palpable since foregoing the requisite maintenance threatens physical damage to our spiritual home. Of what
benefit are beautiful, glass in-laid doors if the spiritual house they protect is slowly weakening with age and lack of proactive
care? If you can offer your assistance, please do so to ensure our future generations have a spiritual home as beautiful as the
one you have now and have come to expect, a home where we celebrate our baptisms and marriages and mourn the passing
of our loved ones.
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson
We had a great lunch at Pappadeaux’s restaurant with 39
attending. Father Paul and Presvytera Lavinia attended their
first Over Fifty Club luncheon. They truly enjoyed themselves. Nick Georgiton came, with his three daughters, to
speak about the endowment fund dinner in April.
Our sympathy to Marianthy Mirkos on the passing of her
husband, Tom. Our sympathy also to his son Jordan, and
daughters Katherine Kennedy and Laurie Proffitt and their
families. Tom passed away on March 30. We lit a candle in
his memory. May his memory be eternal.
Our next luncheon, on May 19 will be at a restaurant.
Happy Mother’s Day!

We would like to thank the following committees that have
worked on this event - Co Chairmen of Event: Eleni Zaferes
& Loy Jonson, Table Hostesses: Anita Boulmetis & Mary Lou
Edgington, Raffle: Carol Stefanopoulos, Joni Christos, Tina
Zaferes, Tickets & Reservations: Georgianne Gaz, Dede
Humbert, Vera Manolakas, Favors: Ann Jonson, Koula Alex,
and Jinny Balli, Program: Elaine Snyder & Matina Trivett,
Model Committee: Melanie McNulty, Jane Sideris, Debi Sylvester, and Cathy Nadaud. Proceeds from the luncheon will
benefit Dress for Success, Cincinnati Chapter.
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, May 1 at 7:00 p.m.
A Philoptochos group photo is planned. We would like to
see as many members as possible in this photo so please
plan to attend. Please remember to offer your Annual Fair
Share of $30 to Georgianne Gaz or Melanie McNulty by mail
or at our meeting. Thank you.

PHILOPTOCHOS…Diane Kevin
Christos Anesti! Your Philoptochos Society would like to
thank everyone for supporting the Palm Sunday luncheon
held April 8. Through your generosity a donation of $1000
was made to Mothers Club and their Fourth Grade Bible
Fund this year. Our thanks to Mothers Club for providing an
enjoyable atmosphere for everyone with their annual egg
hunt, lamb raffle and visit from the Easter Bunny! Tsoureki
was distributed from the banquet room by Daughters of
Penelope to help create additional space for festivities.
Thank you, for we know Tsoureki distribution is also a very
big event on Palm Sunday! To Mary Simos and all of the ladies who helped set up, prepare, serve and sell tickets for
the luncheon, we thank you all once again for a lovely, delicious luncheon.
Egg Dying was held Thursday, April 12. Thank you Akrivi
Haralamos, and to everyone who dyed and wrapped over
1000 eggs again this year, and to Olga Raptis for providing
the tulle and ribbon.
We thank Ann Jonson, Mary Simos, Sophie Guethlein, and
Mina Sideris for preparing a very nice reception held in
honor of our chapter nameday Zoodochos Peghe on Friday,
April 20, 2012.
We look forward to hosting our Spring Luncheon and Fashion Show “A Festival of Fashions, Flowers and Flavors” on
Saturday May 5, 2012. We hope everyone has made their
reservation to attend. Raffle tickets are still available until
the day of the event.
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Sunday Church School…Cara Chryssovergis

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE ... Melody Dargis

It is difficult to believe our year is quickly coming to a close.
Our year has been productive and well attended in a large
part due to the dedication of our families to attend church
on a regular basis. Our last class will be Sunday May 13. The
SCS awards will be presented on Sunday May 20th. We will
honor our staff, faithful attendees, and the departing high
school seniors with gifts directly following Divine Liturgy.

By now everyone has bought and probably eaten their koulourakia and/or tsourekia. Thank you for your support and
remember for next year how delicious they were.

We will also award the class with the highest canned food
collection. At this time it looks as if the classes in the running
are Grade 5, Grade 7 & 8, and Kindergarten. We will continue to collect for the canned food drive until May 13. Let's
finish off our food drive with a big push to the finish line.
Let's see if we can reach a goal of 2500 cans by SCS year end!
Vacation Church School 2012 is scheduled for July 23 - July
27, from 9:30 am - 12 pm. The topic is still being determined
and will be announced shortly. The classes are for children
ages 4 - 12 and the tuition is $10.00 per child. Opportunities
are available for older children to assist with the classes in
exchange for community service hours.

We would like to invite everyone to join us on Saturday, May
19, 2012 for the Annual Cystic Fibrosis Walk. You may register by going to http://greatstrides.cff.org. Select CincinnatiSawyer Point Walk: Register under Daughters of Penelope.
It is a fun time for the whole family!
Mother’s Day is here so don’t forget to give those special
names for our annual “Mother’s Day Artoclasia and Memorial”. After Mother’s Day we will begin taking special names
for our annual “Father’s Day Artoclasia and Memorial”.
We collect pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House year round.
Please save these tabs and drop them off in the Church office in the Daughters of Penelope mailbox.
Contact Melody at 513-729-8484 for information.
Next meeting will be Tuesday May 22, at 7pm at the Church.

In an effort to accomplish more for our Sunday Church
School, a Ministry Team will be established for the 2012 2013 school year. Any parishioner, including those already
supporting SCS by teaching, is invited to join the Ministry
Team. Your ideas are very valuable and your helping hands
can get much more accomplished than one director can ever
do. As the old adage says, “Many hands make light work."
Please consider this an opportunity to serve your parish and
make our SCS an exceptional program. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer your time and talents to SCS,
please contact Cara Chryssovergis at 513-777-8281 or
chryssovergis@fuse.net.

PANEGYRI Update:
We are in need of 3 chairperson positions:
Parking
Security
Kafenion
If you are interested in helping or know someone
who might, please contact the office at 591-0030.

Annual Blood Drive
By: James Raptis
Many thanks to those who made reminder phone calls to
previous donors. Our list of regular donors is growing and
even when all are not there for the drive, we are still able
to make it worth the time and expense of the Hoxworth
staff to come to our Church. By the numbers this year we
had 43 registered donors. We collected 29 units of whole
blood and 6 double red cell donations. For the few that
were temporarily deferred, we look forward to seeing you
again next time. In that thought, we had several people
discussing and encouraging a second drive each year. I ask
you to bring your ideas to Fr. Bill, myself or our Parish
Council regarding month and day of the week. The annual
community calendar meeting is in May so we have to
make a decision in the near future. A final thanks to those
who keep our community outreach efforts in your
prayers.
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The Ascension: An Excerpt from The Year of the Grace of the Lord
By A Monk of the Eastern Church
The Wednesday which follows the fifth Sunday after Easter is the
day when, in liturgical terminology, we ‘take leave’ of the Easter
feast. We commemorate the last day of the physical presence of
the risen Christ amongst his disciples; and to honor this presence,
to honor the Resurrection once more, the church on this Wednesday repeats the service for Easter Sunday in its entirety. And now
we have come to the fortieth day after Easter, the Thursday on
which the Church celebrates the feast of the Ascension.
Three lessons from the Old Testament are read at vespers for the
Ascension, on the Wednesday evening. The first lesson (Isa. 2:2-3)
speaks of a mountain: ‘It shall come to pass in the last days that the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains…and all nations shall flow until it…. Come ye, and
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord’. This alludes to the Mount of Olives, from which Jesus ascended to his Father. The second lesson (Isa. 62:10-63; 3, 7-9) was chosen because of the following words: ‘Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the
way of the people…. In his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them…’. Jesus, ascending to
heaven, opens the gates to his people, he prepares a way for them, he carries them and raises them up with him. The third lesson (Zech. 14:1, 4, 8-11) also speaks of the mountain which was the scene of Jesus’s final triumph: ‘Behold the day of the Lord
cometh…. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east…. And it shall be
in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem.’ The chants at Matins for the Ascension are already filled with allusions to the Spirit, the Comforter, whom Jesus will send. Ascension is the prelude to Pentecost.
At the liturgy, the beginning of the Book of the Acts (1:1-12) is read. Jesus, after a last meeting with His apostles, is taken up, and
disappears in a cloud. The gospel for the liturgy (Luke 24:36-53) takes up the account of events from the first appearance of the
risen Jesus to the assembled disciples and continues with it right up to the Ascension itself.
It is rare, if one has lived through the joy of Easter time sincerely, that one does not experience a certain constriction of the heart
when the day of the Ascension comes. We know perfectly well that it is one of the very great Christian feasts, and yet, despite
ourselves, it seems like a parting, a separation, and that after it, our Lord is not with us in quite the same way any longer. The
disciples did not react like this. They could have been overwhelmed with grief, but, on the contrary, they ‘returned to Jerusalem
with great joy’. We, too, can try and enter into this joy of the Ascension. Why does the Ascension bring joy to Christians?
First of all, the glory of our Lord must be very precious to us, and the Ascension is the crown of his earthly mission. He has accomplished on earth the whole mission which he had received from the Father. It is to the Father that his whole being reaches
out. Now he will receive from the Father the welcome that his victory over sin and death—a victory gained so grievously—has
merited for him. Now he will be glorified in heaven. The glory and the desire of our Lord are surely more important to us than
the sort of ‘perceptible consolations’ that we might receive from his presence. Let us know how to love our Lord enough to rejoice in his own joy.
Then the Ascension marks God’s acceptance of the Son’s whole work of reparation. The Resurrection was the first dazzling sign
of this acceptance, and Pentecost will be the last sign. The cloud which today envelopes Jesus and ascends with him to heaven
represents the smoke of the sacrifice rising from the altar to God. The sacrifice is accepted, and the victim is admitted to God’s
presence where it will continue to be offered in an eternal and heavenly manner. The work of our salvation has been accomplished and is blessed.
Jesus does not return to his Father in isolation. It was the incorporeal Logos which came down among men. But today it is the
Word made flesh, both true God and true man, who enters the kingdom of heaven. Jesus brings into it the human nature which
he had assumed. He opens the door of the kingdom to humanity. As if by proxy, we take possession of the benefits which are
offered and made possible to us. ‘[God] hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus’.
There are places destined for us in the kingdom, if we are faithful. Our presence is desired and awaited.
Continued on Page 7
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The Ascension makes thoughts of heaven more immediate, more actual to us. Do we think of our permanent home often enough?
For most Christians, life in heaven is no more than a supplement—of which they have but a very hazy notion—to life on earth. Life
in heaven is seen somewhat as a postscript, an appendix, to a book whose text is formed by earthly life. But it is the opposite
which is true. Our earthly life is but the preface to the book. Life in heaven will be its main text, and this text is endless. To make
use of another image, our earthly life is but a tunnel, narrow, dark—and very short—which opens onto a magnificent, sunlit landscape. We think too much of what our life now is. We do not think enough of what it will be. ‘Men have not heard, nor perceived
by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God…what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.’ At matins for this feast, we
sing: ‘We who live in this world, let us feast like the angels…’. That is to say: let us open our minds more to the angels, and try to
enter into their feelings, experiencing something of what they experience when the Son returns to the Father; let us go ahead in
spirit and be near the Blessed Virgin Mary and the glorified saints, who will be our true co-citizens: ‘For our conversation is in
heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ’. Our lives would be transformed if, from now on, we
threw our hearts over the barrier, beyond this world, into the kingdom where is found not only our own true good but also the
good of those whom we love.
When the disciples had been separated from Jesus, they remained full of hope, for they knew that they were to receive the Spirit.
‘[He] commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father’. The cloud surrounds
Jesus, but this cloud is colored already by the fire of Pentecost. Jesus, in going away from us, leaves in us an attitude which is one
not of regret, but rather of joyous and trustful awaiting.
Jesus’ departure has been both an act of benediction and an act of adoration, the one corresponding to the other: ‘And it came to
pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy’. This is what the feast of the Ascension should be to us. If Jesus withdraws with an act of blessing,
and if we adore Jesus as he withdraws (we speak figuratively), we will get up filled with new power—which comes from this
adoration, this blessing—and we, like the apostles, will return ‘with great joy’.

The Annual Bridges Dinner
May 31st, 5:30 pm
at Paul Brown Stadium.
The awards dinner serves as BRIDGES’ major annual fundraiser to support programming and operations. At the Annual Dinner, BRIDGES also
celebrates the accomplishments of leading citizens who have made Greater Cincinnati a more
welcoming place to live and work, and who embody BRIDGES’ mission. For tickets and more information, contact Gus Perdikakis, Chair of
Bridges Board or Lew Assaley, Board Member.
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Transitions
CHRISMATIONS:
Nicole Prasinos was welcomed into the Orthodox Church on April 1, 2012, by the Sacrament of Holy Chrismation.
Her Sponsor is Angie Paolucci.
Cary Weisenborn was welcomed into the Orthodox Church on April 4, 2012, by the Sacrament of Holy Chrismation.
His Sponsor is Peggy Kehayes. He was given the name Cyril.

FUNERALS:
Thomas Mirkos, age 77, on April 2, 2012.

Parish Announcements
Melissa Storgion, RN, OCN, passed the Oncology Certified Nurse (OCN) Examination administered in November. Melissa has been
living in Naples, Florida for over 3 years, working as an Oncology Nurse at the largest privately-owned Oncology/Hematology and
Research Institute in the United States.
Horion Varikon invites everyone to attend our first annual Mother’s Day Dance, Sunday May 13th 2012 from 5:00 – 11:00 p.m. at
Germania Park Pavilion, 3529 West Kemper Rd. 45251. Music by Lazaros and The Band. Greek Style Mezethakia, Beer & Soft
Drinks included – Cash Bar for liquor and Wine. Cost is $15.00 Children under 12 $5.00 and everyone under 5 is Free. Contact
Souli Brunson 607-7594, Christine Frankenstein 383-1199 or Debbie Gelis 382-9713.
Our team “Westside Greeks and Friends for a Cure” is looking for team members and/or donations for American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life West Side, OH at Veteran’s Park May 11 – 12th. We are the chairmen for the Survivor Dinner and the Concession
Stand all night long with all proceeds going to the American Cancer Society. Please contact Christine Frankenstein at 383-1199 or
Dimitri Evangelou at 504-1396 to request a list of needed items or go to our team Relay for Life page(see link) to donate or join
our team @ http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=1042710&pg=team&fr_id=37129. “No matter why you take part in Relay, however, one thing is clear: with every step you take, you are helping the American Cancer Society save lives. With your help,
we aren’t just fighting one type of cancer – we’re fighting for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every community.”
Please consider joining our team. We would LOVE to have more team members!!
Pat and Lew Assaley and Family would like to express their thanks for the donations, the flowers, the cards and the expressions
of sympathy for the passing of Pat’s Father, Wayne W. Russell.
South Carolina men’s basketball coach, Frank Martin, announced on Wednesday, April 4th the hiring of several members of his
staff. Andy Assaley has been hired as the men’s basketball director of operations. Andy served as part of Martin's staff at Kansas
State over the course of the past five seasons.
Congratulation to George Kontsis, Head Coach of the Walnut Hills High School Football Team, who has been recognized as the
2011 Coach of the Year by Bengal's Head Coach Marvin Lewis and the Marvin Lewis Community Fund! The Coach of the Year is
awarded to the top high school football coach in the Tri-State area. The winner is chosen based on their teaching skills, sportsmanship, dedication to players, and commitment to education and his community.
Mark and Kristin Gaskins are pleased to announce the birth of their daughter, Elena Marie Gaskins, born on March 2, 2012. The
proud Grandparents are Ted and Kim Lambrinides, Betty Gaskins, and Bruce Gaskins.
Anthony Thomas Caneris was accepted in the 2012 Kentucky Governor's Scholars Program awarded to high school students in
their Junior year. In order to participate in this highly competitive program, students must be nominated by their high schools and
then compete on a state-wide level. Anthony was also among the top students who scored highest in the National Merit Scholarship program which is administered to all high school students throughout the country. Additionally, he was elected V P by his
peers of the National Honor Society of St. Xavier High School in Louisville, Kentucky. Proud grandparents are Anthony and
Antoinette Caneris and Kiki Christofield.
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Father Bill, Father Paul and the Parish Council would like to
express their gratitude to the following members who donated
our Holy Week and Paschal items:

Karen & Peter Aamodt
Vasso Apostolides
Lewis & Patricia Assaley
James & Jinny Balli
Sam & Esmine Beltsos
Robert & Kathy Bender
William & George-Ann Brown
Anthony & Antoinette Caneris
Dr. Onassis A. Caneris
George Chantilas
Leza Chryssovergis & Joel Gulker
Tony & Joan Colak
Mike & Akrivi Haralamos
Alex & Ann Jonson

Chris & Loy Jonson
Bill J. & Lynn Karas
John Kladakis
William Kladakis
Pete & Katerina Kontopos
James† & Dina Kostopoulos
Gus & Cathy Koutsogiannis
Helen Lambrinides
Lauren Landers
Lee & Stephanie Megois
Nick & Helen Nicholas
Nicholas J. Pantel
Kiki Papanikolaou
Gus G. & Jo Ann Perdikakis and Family

Nikitas & Rena Poneris
Kevin & Mary Quill
Anthony & Angeleke Sansalone
Ryan & Emily Spalazzi
Afrodite Seremetis
Mina Sideris
Marianthi Simos
Elaine & Milan Snyder
Christy & Stephanie Stone
Artemis Thomakos
Mary Trohanis
Vasilios & Maria Vasilakis
Patricia P. Zaferes

We also wish to thank those members who anonymously offered gifts throughout the season of Great Lent and Holy
Week. Our gratitude is also offered to all who generously supported our requests for flowers for the Epitaphios.

KALI ANASTASI!

The Daughters of Penelope are having memorial and artoklasia services for Mothers' Day & Fathers’ Day .
Celebrate Mothers' Day & Father’s Day by remembering /honoring your mother/father, grandmother/
grandfather, aunt/uncle, sister/brother, wife/husband, or other any other woman/man in your life. It is only
$5 per name. Complete the form below and return it with your check to:
The Daughters of Penelope, 7000 Winton Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45224.
In Memory of:

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Submitted by: _________________________________________________________________________
Street Address, City, & Zip Code:___________________________________________________________
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Stewardship Message
st

Transcript from a presentation by Andy Stefanopoulos on Sunday, April 1 , 2012
Today I would like to talk to you about Stewardship. Now please don’t panic, don’t get excited. I have instructed the
parish council not to come around and pick your pockets; however it is my sincere hope that when you leave here today, you will have a greater sense of what stewardship means.
Many of us think of Stewardship as merely writing a check to Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas for an annual donation. It is considerably more than that. In the Greek Orthodox faith, Stewardship represents a total commitment to Christ. It is a part
of our Christian lifestyle that is expected by God. Stewardship is a loving way to give back to God for thanks of what He
has given us in our lives. After all, has God not been the greatest benefactor for all which we possess?
As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly with others, and
return them with increase to the Lord. In the Greek Orthodox faith, Stewardship is to live and practice the teachings of
Jesus Christ, and the actions in our daily lives confirm our beliefs in our faith. For some, the word Stewardship becomes
synonymous with money. Money is indeed a good servant, but it can be a bad master. If we follow the world’s wisdom,
money will dominate us; but if we submit to “the wisdom from above,” money will serve us as we use it to serve God
and others.
Without apology, our Lord said more about money and possessions than He did about any other subject, including
heaven and hell put together. Much of the New Testament relates directly to financial matters. There are of course
many reasons why God has placed such an emphasis on money and possessions. One reason is that God knew we would
probably spend a great amount of time earning, spending, and investing it. He also knew we might have a tough time
managing that money. A second reason is that money has a profound effect on interpersonal relationships. Many people spend more than half their time thinking about money, and financial difficulties are a major cause of marital conflict
and divorce. But a third reason is that the way we use our money is a real measure of our commitment to Christ.
Scripture relates money to the love of God: John said, "But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in
need, and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?” We can assume an appearance of spirituality in prayer, Christian service, and Bible knowledge; but we cannot fake the way we use our money and possessions. Our wallets reveal more about our character and our relationship with the Lord than we may think.
40 years ago, we built this magnificent house of worship. We built it not only for ourselves, but for our children, our
grandchildren, and all who wish to be a part of our Greek Orthodox faith. Today, we are the stewards of this beautiful
church. It is our responsibility to protect and perpetuate the Lord’s house where we practice our religion. As you are all
well aware, nothing seems to get cheaper. We have all seen our household grocery bills climb; we have witnessed the
increase in gasoline prices at the fuel pump; we pay college tuition, which has risen faster than health care; we have
seen large rises in the cost of our home energy bills. Holy Trinity St. Nicholas is also subject to those increases. As an example, our gas and electric bill will increase from 65,000 dollars in 2011 to nearly 90,000 dollars in 2012. Quite an increase isn’t it? And, after 40 years, Holy Trinity St. Nicholas is needing some repairs. Already this year, we have spent
over 27,000 dollars for unexpected repairs.
Our budget for 2012 is nearly 825,000 dollars. Unfortunately, nearly one third of our revenues come from the Panegyri.
God help us if we experience bad weather during those three days. During our recent parishioner’s survey, a majority of
you said you would like to see the Panegyri funds go to the building endowment fund, church ministries, and other
charitable causes; and the church’s operating budget should be paid by stewardship, tray collections, and other donations. 825,000 dollars is not an easy amount to come by. Last year, we had over 400,000 dollars in stewardship revenues. I might add that we were very pleased to see this increase; however you can also see we have a long way to go.
Now you may ask, “How much should I give?” Before I answer that, let me say something about a word we have all
heard: Tithing. Tithing is often mentioned in the Old Testament and is a requirement of the Jewish Law, such as circumcision, avoiding certain foods, keeping the Saturday Sabbath, or the Jewish holy days, etc. We Christians are not bound
Continued on Page 11
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by the ancient Jewish Law of tithing which requires that 10 percent of one's goods (or income, in the modern view) be
given to God. Christians are not required to give a set percentage of their income to the Church or to Charity or to both
combined. No such law from Sacred Scripture is binding upon any Christian. No such law exists within the Greek Orthodox Church. Mercy and alms-giving are required by God, but tithing is not. So again you ask, “How much should I give?”
That, my fellow Greek Orthodox Christians, is strictly up to you.
Pick any amount: $500, $1,500, $10,000……. Pick any amount, but please, pick an amount you are able to afford and one
with which you will feel comfortable. Pick a number that will reflect the value of your church. If you have never pledged,
start now… even the smallest amount will be appreciated. Jesus spoke of sacrificial giving, which means giving even
more than you can truly afford. But I look at all the young people in our parish working, raising families, buying homes,
and saving for the future, especially their children’s education. Quite frankly, I don’t want you to sacrifice your children’s
educational future.
We all have our own budgets and we plan accordingly, and with the help of our great benefactor, God, we will look into
our budget, and our hearts, to truly see what we can give back to the Lord. In today’s bulletin, there is a pledge card. I
know that some of you, for your own reasons, have fulfilled your stewardship without a pledge card. If you have already
pledged, thank you. If not, or if you wish to increase your pledge, please take the card home with you, look into your
hearts, pray, and listen to the Lord.
Only then will you know how much to give toward your stewardship.
Thank you

2012 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH 4-20-12
Let’s make this year our most successful year ever!
Thank you for the continued support of our Church and her ministries.
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Anagnostou, Emmanuel & Julie
Anastasiou, Demetra
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Antoniades, Anthony & Tracey
Apostol, Katherine
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Argeros, Aristea
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Aziz, Steve & Leslie
Balkenbusch, Matt & Nicole
Batsakes, George P.
Batsakis, Chris & Lydia
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Daniel & Karen
Beish, Lindsay & Digger Bujnoch
Belitsos, Helen
Bender, Robert & Kathy
Bikas, George M. & Anna
Bikas, Michael & Anna Varypatakis
Black, Dr. William & Lenora
Blavos, Sylvia

Borcoman, Tate & Nicole
Borod, Gregory & Gloria
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boulmetis, Samuel N. & Anita
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Bouras, Peter & Anna
Brausch, Robert & Julie
Brown, Bryan & Nickie
Brown, William & George-Ann
Burton, Matthew D. & Kathy
Caddell, Chris & Eleni
Callos, Harry & Angie
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Carumpalos, Constantine
Cassis, Constantine & Carrie
Cassis, Fr. William & Presvytera Anastasia
Chantilas, George
Chantilas, James & Dr. Lydia
Charnas, Terry & Koula
Chichura, Marcus & Michelle
Christman, Carl & Margaret
Christofield, Angeliki
Christon, Angelos & Deanna
Christopher, Spiro & Olga

Christopoulos, Vassiliki
Christos, Mary M.
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Chryssovergis, Leza & Joel Gulker
Colak, Tony & Joan
Colyer, Donna
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Frank & Karen
Coures, George & Joyce
Cranley, John & Dena
D'Orazio, Steve & Angela
Dadas, Alex & Rosalyn
Dalambakis, Chris & Judy
Dargis, David & Melody
Demakes, Mina
Denas, Haralambos & Athoniseea
Dimitriades, Zissis & Helen
Dimitroff, Robert S.
Economacos, Demetrios & Christine
Economacos, Eleni
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Economou, Robert
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
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Elias, Nicholas & Monica
Elias, Tom & Tina
Ernst, James H. & Sue
Fakoukakis, Emanuel & Susan
Fekkos, Haralambos & Loella Ann
Francis, Dean & Kathy
Franklin, Gari
Frantzis, Kosta & Tammy
Freudenberg, Grey & Eleni
Furkas, Kostadinos & Lisa
Galanes, George
Gaier, Jeffrey & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin
Gelis, James & Kathy
Georgacopoulos, Demetrios & Jaime
Georgeton, Chris P. & Barbara
Georgeton, John P. & Kimberly
Georgeton, John C. & Ann
Georgeton, Nickoletta
Georgeton, Peter C.
Georgeton, Peter T. & Nancy
Georgiades, Peri & Cheri Rekow
Georgiou, Dean
Georgiton, Nick
Georgiton, Peter J. & Betsy
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, Gus & Eleni
Georgostathis, Joanne
Georgoulakis, Athanasios & Sofia
Geromes, Alexander
Gerros, Carl & Mary
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Gormas, Pete
Gortsas, Alex
Grammas, George & Pam
Greene, David & Maria
Gregory, Dean & Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Guethlein, Sophia
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. & Akrivi
Hayden, Jason & Rebecca
Herrmann, Dennis & Stacy
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Himonidis, Chris & Ruth
Hodges, Nick & Millie
Humbert, Randy & Dede
Ioannou, Maria & John
Ioannou, Michael & Meagan
Jones, Demus J. & Betty
Jones, Carolyn
Jones, James A. & Jo Ann
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, James G. & Thelma
Jonson, Luke & Lauren

Kachoris, John & Kelly
Kalemanis, George & Nikki
Kambelos, John P. & Erato
Kambelos, Dr. Peter J.
Kanaris, Christos
Kanaris, Kostantinos & Katy
Kaniaris Jr., John
Kappas, James P.
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karas, Ted & Dixie
Karras, Giorgio & Erene
Kasprzycki, Peter & Edyta
Katsanis, Claire C.
Katsanis, James & Diane
Kehayes, Christine
Kehayes, Peggy
Kehayes, William & Melissa
Kellaris, James & Janice
Kelley, Michael & Pauline
Kereiakes, James & Helen
Kevin, Patrick & Diane
Kissopoulos, Nick & Effy
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Knoll, Crystal
Kontonickas, Mary
Kontopos, Pete & Katerina
Kontopos, Vagelis & Amanda
Koros, Kostas & Dina
Korvessis, Anthony & Georgia Lydia
Kostopoulos, Nikolaos & Dana
Kramvousanos Family
Kunkemoeller, Thomas & Janice
Kyrios, Tassos & Maria
Lambrinides, Nicholas & Diane
Lambrinides, Ted & Kimberly
Lambrinides, Thomas J. & Mary Ann
Landers, Lauren
Lazares, John K. & Patricia
Leon, John & Sarah
LesChander, Scott L. & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liaros, Vasilios & Evangelia
Liston, Robert & Eleni
Locklear, Ray & Niki
Love, David & Iris
Macaskill, Stuart & Stacy
Maleas, Pete C. & Pearl
Manolakas, Alexander & Vera
Marinakis, Bill D. & Evonne
Marinakis, George D. & Eleni
Marinakis, Panagiota
Maris, George & Tricia
Markos, Andreas & Christina
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
Mavridoglou, Michael & Laura
Mavridoglou, Nicholas & Jessica
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Christ the True Vine

The parishioners listed here have
made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2012 Stewardship. If you have not made your
Stewardship Pledge for 2012, we
encourage you to do so today.
Pledge Cards are available
through the Church Office or can
be obtained by contacting any
member of the Parish
Council or the Clergy.
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McKay, Betty Jo
McLeish, David & Kiki
McNulty, Robin & Melanie
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Merianos, Ted
Meyer, Andy & Maria
Miller, Peter
Mirkopoulos, Nicholas & Mare
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Mirkos, Marilyn & Thomas†
Misali, A. J. "Ike" & Marge
Misali, John P. & Deborah
Misali, Paul J.
Misali, Sam & Mary Jean
Mitropoulos, Pete & Konstantina
Monroe, Angeliki
Moraites, Eleni
Moraites, Dr. Richard S. & Aphrodite
Morris, John & Christine
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Murray, Stella P.
Naser, Jacoub & Dina
Nathan, Jaimie & Amy
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Neuendorf, Matthew
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nichols, Lee
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Niehoff, Barbara & Frank†
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Nikias, Vasilia
Nitsis, Dimitrius & Leisa
Nourtsis, Sam & Alexandra
Nyktas, George W.
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Pachmayer, Michael & Rita
Palassis, Nick & Maria
Panagiotidis, John
Panos, Aphrodite
Panos, Lula
Pantel, Alex E. & Julie
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Papaioannou, Thomas & Mary
Paparodis, Bess
Papas, James & Demetra
Papathanas, Harry & Joyce
Papathanasiou, Konstantinos & Tammy
Pappas, Andrew S. & Julie
Pappas, Martha H.
Parsenios, Doris
Parsenios, Lewis G.
Payiatis, Paul & Patricia
Perdikakis-Patterson, Constance &
Brett Patterson
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Claire

Petkos, Joannis & Christina
Photos, Alta
Pilipovich, George & Cynthia
Plomaritis, Peter & Elsa
Polen, Joe & Stephanie
Poneris, Constantino & Tara
Ponticos, George D.
Ponticos, Koula
Poplos, Theodore & Stephanie
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Psihountas, Mary
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Quinn, Kyle
Ramstetter, Robert & Lisa
Raptis, James & Maria
Raptis, John
Randall, Paul & Dee
Reich, Joseph & Stacy
Riber, Sam & Filio
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Rombes, Tom & Angie
Rombis, Petros & Sofia
Rodish, Peter & Suzanne
Romanos, Constantine & Carla
Rose, Marvin & Chrysoula
Rosenbaum, David & Maria
Saba, George & Youhana
Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sakelos, John & Kathleen
Sampson, Angeline
Sampson, Tony & Mary Ann
Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sarakatsannis, George & Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. & Carla
Sarakatsannis, Panny & Judy
Schmitz, Thomas & Cathy
Schneider, Elizabeth R.
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Schultz, James & Sarah
Semertzides, Dr. John & Evie
Semertzides, Manos & Elizabeth
Semertzides, Nick & Eleni
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Seremetis, Stratin & Marjory
Sias, Georgios N. & Kathy
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, August C.
Simos, Marianthi
Sims, David & Penelope
Sittloh, Joel & Paula
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas & Becky

May 2012
Spanos, Van & Litsa
Spirtoff, John & Vicki
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stavros, Cathy
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stenger, Doug & Lauren
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Steppe, Greg & Ellene
Stergiopoulos, Michael W. & Christina
Stergiopoulos, William M. & Janis
Stergiopulos, Anna
Stone, Christy & Stephanie
Storch, Mark & Angela
Storgion, John
Strain, Richard & Katherine
Strike, George L.
Strike, Louis
Stringas, Emanuel & Katherine
Stroplos, Gus & Terry
Suhar, Sylvia
Tarazi, Lillian
Thomakos, Artemis
Thomakos, Stan & Michelle
Trennepohl, Mike & Tina
Trester, Ron & Maria
Traiforos, James & Christina
Triantafilou, Rita
Trivett, Michael & Matina
Trohanis, Mary V.
Truebenbach, Fr. Paul & Presvytera Lavinia
Tsacalis, William & Marie
Valcarcel, John & JoAnne
Vasiliou, Demetrios & Gloria
Vessey, Lenie
Vidas, Chris & Kim
Vidas, Cynthia
Vidas, Ethel
Vidas, Olga
Vidas, Sofia A.
Vollhardt III, Arthur & AnnaMarie
Watson, Douglas & Akrivi
Weis, Daniel & Anastasia
Weisenborn, Maria & Cary
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Xanthakos, Stavra & Helmut Roehrig
Zeilman, John & Anna
Zaferes, George P. & Diane
Zaferes, Patricia J.
Zaferes, Patricia P.
Zaferes, Thomas & Eleni
Zaferes, Toula
Zalants, Larry & Anitsa
Zigoris, Mark & Irene
Zolotas, Pete & Papy
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Very Rev. Father William Cassis
Assistant: Rev. Father Paul Truebenbach
Staff
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Facilities Manager: Chris Jonson
Officers

Parish Council

Members

Christopher Chryssovergis, President

Frank Cook

Dr. Peter Kambelos, Vice-President

Brad Fielden

Nick Georgiton, Treasurer

Tasos Ioannides

Ianthe Schulte, Asst. Treasurer

George Kalemanis

Peter Aamodt, Secretary

Ron Nichols

Eleni Haralamos, Asst. Secretary

John Sakelos
Andrew Stefanopoulos

Organizations and Ministries
Philoptochos Society: Diane Kevin, President

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church at Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.

Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: Louis Kapourales, Tasos Ioannides
Altar Boys: Gus Siegel, Father William Cassis, Father Paul Truebenbach
Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, Director
Greek School: Alexander Christoforidis, Director
GOYA: Father Paul Truebenbach, GOYA Ministry Team
HOPE and JOY Groups: Father Paul Truebenbach, Ministry Team
Mothers Club: Catherine Stavros
AHEPA: Andrew Stefanopoulos
Daughters of Penelope: Melody Dargis, President

The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
May 6, 2012.
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@gmail.com or
hchurch2@cinci.rr.com
Our Church website can be found
at
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

Over 50s Club: Ann Jonson
Parish Bible Study: Father William Cassis
Orthodox Reading Group: Father Paul Truebenbach

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father William Cassis,
Father Paul Truebenbach, Eugene Nicholas
Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
PANEGYRI: Frank Cook
Parish Bookstore: Beth Uhimchuk
Office Hours: Daily 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Other Services as scheduled.
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For the most updated Calendar, visit www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

4

7:00 p.m.
Philoptochos
Meeting

6
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday of the Paralytic
Scholarship Sunday
Panegyri Mezethakia

7

13

14

8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday of the Samaritan
Woman
20
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday of the Blind Man
SCS & GS Awards Sunday
7:00 p.m. Great Vespers
at Middletown

8
6:30 p.m. Orthodox
Reading Group

7:00 p.m.
Panegyri Dancing

9

10

6:30 p.m.
GOYA Meeting

15

Friday

16

17
6:00 p.m.
Parish Council
Dinner and Meeting

11:30 a.m.
Philoptochos
Festival of Fashion

11

12

18

19

6:30 p.m. HOPE and
JOY Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Panegyri Dancing
22

23
6:30 p.m.
GOYA Meeting

28

8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Fathers of the
1st Ecumenical Synod

Memorial Day
Church Office Closed
9:00 a.m. Cemetery
Visitation
No Reading Group

24
The Ascension of the
Lord
8:30 a.m. Matins &
Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m. Panegyri
Dancing

6:30 p.m. Orthodox
Reading Group

27

29

5

7:00 p.m.
Panegyri Dancing

6:30 p.m. Orthodox
Reading Group

21
Sts. Constantine &
Helen
8:30 a.m. Matins &
Divine Liturgy

Saturday

30

31
7:00 p.m.
Panegyri Dancing

25

12:00 p.m.
Over Fifty Club
DOP Cystic Fibrosis
Walk
26

Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
7000 Winton Road Cincinnati, OH 45224
Tel: (513) 591-0030 Fax: (513) 591-0043
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
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