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The 1st Sunday of the Fast: The Sunday of Orthodoxy. March 4. For more than one hundred years the Church of Christ was troubled by the persecution of the Iconoclasts of evil
belief, beginning in the reign of Leo the Isaurian and ending in the reign of Theophilus. After Theophilus’ death, his widow the Empress Theodora, together with the Patriarch Methodius, established Orthodoxy anew. This ever-memorable Queen venerated the icon of the
Mother of God in the presence of the Patriarch Methodius and the other confessors and
righteous men, and openly cried out these holy words: “If anyone does not offer relative
worship to the holy icons, not adoring them as though they were gods, but venerating
them out of love as the images of the archetype, let him be anathema.” Then with common prayer and fasting during the whole first week of the Forty-day Fast, she asked God’s
forgiveness for her husband. After this, on the first Sunday of the Fast, she and her son,
Michael the Emperor, made a procession with all the clergy and people and restored the
holy icons, and again adorned the Church of Christ with them. This is the holy deed that all
we the Orthodox commemorate today, and we call this radiant and venerable day the Sunday of Orthodoxy, that is, the triumph of true doctrine over heresy.
Continued on Page 2

Easter Sunday Agape Vespers and Luncheon
April 15, 2012
Great Vespers at 1:00 p.m. and Luncheon at 2:00 p.m.
Menu: Salad, Lamb or Chicken, Rice Pilaf, Vegetable And Dessert, Beverages: Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks, Coffee And Tea

Catered by the Montgomery Inn—Music and Dancing
Adults (13 and Over) $25.00, Children (3 - 12 yrs.) $10.00, Children (2 and under) Free

For Reservations contact the Office at 591-0030 by April 10, 2012.
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The 2nd Sunday of the Fast: St. Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica. March 11. This divine Father, who was from Asia Minor, was from childhood reared in the royal court of Constantinople, where he was instructed in both religious and secular wisdom. Later, while still a youth, he
left the imperial court and struggled in asceticism on Mount Athos, and in the Skete of Beroea. He
spent some time in Thessalonica being treated for an illness that came from his harsh manner of
life. He was present in Constantinople at the Council that was convened in 1341 against Barlaam of
Calabria, and at the Council of 1347 against Acyndinus, who was of like mind with Barlaam; Barlaam and Acyndinus claimed that the grace of God is created. At both these Councils, the Saint
contended courageously for the true dogmas of the Church of Christ, teaching in particular that
divine grace is not created, but is the uncreated energies of God which are poured forth throughout creation: otherwise it would be impossible, if grace was created, for man to have genuine communion with the uncreated God. In
1347 he was appointed Metropolitan of Thessalonica. He tended his flock in an apostolic manner for some twelve
years, and wrote many books and treatises on the most exalted doctrines of our Faith; and having lived for a total of
sixty-three years, he reposed in the Lord in 1359. His holy relics are kept in the Cathedral of Thessalonica. A full service was composed for his feast day by the Patriarch Philotheus in 1368, when it was established that his feast be celebrated on this day. Since works without right faith avail nothing, we set Orthodoxy of faith as the foundation of all
that we accomplish during the Fast, by celebrating the Triumph of Orthodoxy the Sunday before, and the great defender of the teachings of the holy Father today.
The Third Sunday of the Fast: The Worship of the Precious and Life-giving Cross. March 18. With the help of God, we
have almost reached the middle of the course of the Fast, where our strength has been worn down through abstinence, and the full difficulty of the labor set before us becomes apparent. Therefore our holy Mother, the Church of
Christ, now brings to our help the all-holy Cross, the joy of the world, the strength of the faithful, the staff of the just,
and the hope of sinners, so that by venerating it reverently, we might receive strength and grace to complete the divine struggle of the Fast.
The Fourth Sunday of the Fast: Saint John of the Ladder. March 25. The memory of this Saint is
celebrated on March 30…He is celebrated today because his book, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, is a
sure guide to the ascetic life, written by a great man of prayer experienced in all forms of the monastic polity; it teaches the seeker after salvation how to lay a sound foundation for its struggles,
how to detect and war against each of the passions, how to avoid the snares laid by the demons,
and how to rise from the rudimental virtues to the heights of Godlike love and humility. It is held
in such high esteem that it is universally read in its entirety in monasteries during the Great Fast.
This Saint gave himself over to the ascetical life from his early youth. Experienced both in the solitary life of the hermit and in the communal life of cenobitic monasticism, he was appointed Abbot
of the Monastery of Mount Sinai and wrote a book containing thirty homilies on virtue. Each homily deals with one
virtue, and progressing from those that deal with holy and righteous activity (praxis) unto those that deal with divine
vision (theoria), they raise a man up as though by means of steps unto the heights of Heaven. For this cause his work is
called The Ladder of Divine Ascent. The day he was made Abbot of Sinai, the Prophet Moses was seen giving commands to those who served at table. Saint John reposed in 603, at eighty years of age.
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE FAST: SAINT MARY OF EGYPT. April 1. The memory of this Saint is
celebrated on April 1, where her life is recorded. Since the end of the holy Forty Days is drawing near, it has been appointed for this day also, so that if we think it hard to practice a little
abstinence forty days, we might be roused by the heroism of here who fasted in the wilderness
forty-seven years; and also that the great loving-kindness of God, and His readiness to receive
the repentant, might be demonstrated in every deed.
When Mary was only twelve years old, she left her parents and departed to Alexandria, where
she lived a depraved life for seventeen years. Then, moved by curiosity, she went with man
pilgrims to Jerusalem, that she might see the Exaltation of the venerable Cross. Even in the
Continued on Page 3
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Holy City she gave herself over to every kind of licentiousness and drew many into the depth of perdition. Desiring to go
into the church on the day of the Exaltation of the Cross, time and again she perceived a certain invisible power prevented her entrance, whereas the multitude of people about her entered unhindered. Therefore, wounded in heart by
this, she decided to change her way of life and reconcile herself to God by means of repentance. Invoking our Lady the
Theotokos as her protectress, she asked her to open the way for her to worship the Cross, and vowed that she would
renounce the world. And thus, returning once again to the church, she entered easily. When she had worshipped the
precious Wood, she departed that same day from Jerusalem and passed over the Jordan. She went into the inner wilderness and for forty-seven years lived a most harsh manner of life, surpassing human strength; alone, she prayed to God
alone. Toward the end of her life, she met a certain hermit name Zosimas, and she related to him her life from the beginning. She requested of him to bring her the immaculate Mysteries that she might partake of them. According to her
request, he did this the following year on Holy and Great Thursday. One year after this, Zosimas again went thither and
found her dead, laid upon the ground, and letters written in the sand near her which said: “Abba Zosimas, bury here the
body of the wretched Mary. I died the very day I partook of the immaculate Mysteries. Pray for me.” Her death is reckoned by some to have taken place in 378, by some, in 437, and by others, in 522. Her life was recorded by Saint Sophronius of Jerusalem.
(Taken from the GREAT HOROLOGION prepared and printed by Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, MA)

Dearest Friends,
As the weather warms and the seasons change, our attention is drawn to Great Lent and Pascha. As we are
all aware, the season of Great Lent would not be complete without flowers to adorn our Church. As in the
past, we are once again soliciting your contributions for flowers and other needed items.
We are still seeking donations for the following items:
†

Flowers for the Salutations (Xairetismoi). $75 for 3/23.

†

Flowers for the Tray upon which the Cross is carried. $250 for 3/18.

†

Garland of flowers for the Icon of the Bridegroom (Nymphios). $190 each for 4/8, 4/9 and 4/10.

†

Floral arrangements for the Icon Screen (4 vases). $100 each for 4/15.

†

Floral arrangements for the Altar Table (1 vase). $150 for 4/15

†

Candles for the Epitaphios (3), $25.00 each for 4/13.

If you would like to donate any of the above items, please call Eugene Nicholas (513-591-0030) at the Church
Office.
Thank you and may God bless you and grant you strength throughout this Lenten season.

Fr. Bill
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson
Our sympathy to Father Paul and Presvytera Lavania on the
passing of Father Paul’s father. Memory be eternal. Also,
our sympathy to Rita Triantifilou and family on the passing of
Mike. Mike loved going on the trips with Over Fifty Club and
coming to the luncheons. He will be greatly missed. We lit a
candle in his memory. May he rest in peace.
Some good news - Congratulations to Mary J. Christos on the
birth of her third great grandchild.
Our luncheon at the Spaghetti Factory was well attended
and everyone enjoyed their lunch. They separated the tables, instead of three long tables, and let us in early this
year.
Our next luncheon will be March 17 at a restaurant.

special drives. We thank our chapter members and our Parish community for your assistance and commitment of time,
talent and treasure in support of the Philoptochos mission.
Together with God’s blessing we will continue the charitable
works of Philoptochos, and are honored to do so.
We are happy to share good news regarding Cathy Nadaud.
She has continued to respond to treatment and she will be
back with us again very soon! Her journey has been one of
great courage and strength and for her mother Mary Christos as well. We look forward to seeing you both again very
soon.
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m.
We will have a brief meeting and following, Georgianne Gaz
has arranged a visit from a local dermatologist’s office featuring an “all day lipstick”! Something different! Please join
us on the 6th.

PHILOPTOCHOS…Diane Kevin

GOYA…Allison Papathanas

Plans are currently underway for our luncheon and fashion
show scheduled for Saturday, May 5, 2012 which will be held
at the Western Hills Country Club. Loy Jonson and Eleni Zaferes are co-chairing this event, with several committees that
have been created to ensure that all details are organized
and ready to go. At this time we are focusing on hostesses
for each table of eight. By volunteering to take a table you
may invite friends and sell tickets for your table, and create a
festive flower theme of your choice for its centerpiece. Anita
Boulmetis and Mary Lou Edgington will be happy to answer
any questions you may have if you are interested in being a
hostess. Tickets will be available for $25 per person, with
reservations and sales being handled by Georgianne Gaz and
Dede Humbert. A very nice raffle has been planned by Carol
Stefanopoulos, Joni Christos, and Tina Zaferes. Raffle tickets
will be sold for $5.00, or three for $12.00. Examples of items
for this raffle are a Tiffany Gift Certificate valued at $250.00,
a piece of Waterford crystal, and a B & B Riverboat dinner
cruise for two. More detailed information will follow in the
coming weeks. A Festival of Fashions, Flowers, and Flavors… coming soon!

GOYA would like to thank everyone who attended FAMILY
GREEK TAVERNA NIGHT which supports the youth ministries
here at Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas. Taverna Night is GOYA’s
biggest fundraising event and the proceeds go on to support
the youth ministries with their community service activities
and retreat fees. Without the community’s support we
would not be unable to participate in all of our yearly events.
A special thank you goes to Tammy Frantzis for chairing the
event (and opening her home for the GOYA Super Bowl
party). Without her time and preparation the event would
not have been possible. GOYA would also like to thank everyone who donated can goods to the food pantry for
“Souper Bowl of Caring”. Donations will continue to be collected and can be brought to the food pantry anytime.

Philoptochos will provide a traditional Lenten luncheon on
Palm Sunday, April 8, 2012. This is also a very important day
for Mother’s Club who will host the Easter Bunny and festivities for the children. It is our hope to provide a nice luncheon for those that wish to attend, and to help Mother’s Club
provide a nice family day for all to enjoy.
The National Board of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society has announced that a total of $1,479,825 has
been disbursed in the year 2011 through various funds and

GOYA will have meetings on March 13 and 27 at 6:30 p.m.
We will discuss upcoming events including SPRING CLEAN-UP
for parishioners, a service project in conjunction with the
Men’s Ministry and the Maids of Athena, and attending a
Lenten Retreat sponsored by Holy Trinity, Nashville, TN. The
location of the retreat will again take place at Fall Creek Falls
State Park located in beautiful Pikeville, TN on March 30, 31April 1. We will meet GOYA members from several other cities in our metropolis, participate in retreat activities, go canoeing on the lake, attend a fish fry at the Inn, take a night
hike around the lake (a stroll on a paved path with flashlights) and stay in villas (cabins) on the edge of the lake with
balconies that extend out over the water. Plan to attend and
if you fish, bring your pole. We will need several parents to
join us as van drivers and chaperones for the event. We
hope to see everyone at the meetings!
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DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE ... Melody Dargis
An overwhelming amount of events going on in DOP the
next few months!!!! Have your calendar and pencil ready to
mark it all down.
Our annual Daughters of Penelope District Lodge #11 “My
Chapter’s 50/50 Raffle.” Take a chance to win $$$ and support the mission of Daughters of Penelope. Buy one ticket
for $5.00 or five tickets for $20.00, you can’t win if you don’t
buy one! Drawing to be held on April 1, 2012.
Daughters again have joined together for many hours preparing and baking our delicious koulourakia for you to order
for yourself and friends. We use Grade A ingredients and
much love when we bake.
Please stop by after church on Sundays at our table to place
your order for our annual koulourakia and tsourekia sales or
see one of the daughters. Don’t wait too long and miss out
on these delicious baked goods. Profits from our sales are
used for our charitable contributions. As always, we are
thankful for your support.
Festival of Tables will take place Saturday, March 24, in Dayton. Viewing of the tables will begin at 11:00am with lunch
at 12:00 noon. It will be held in the Presidential Hall, 4572
Presidential Way, Kettering, OH 45429. Admission $25.
Please join us for this scenic and artistic luncheon.
Contact Melody 513-729-8484 for more information.
Our next meeting will be Saturday, March 3, 1:30pm at the
church.

MEN’S MINISTRY …
Jim Raptis & George Haralamos
Members of the Men's Ministry continue to participate as
Church Greeters and live broadcast technicians. Both are
good examples of areas where people can match their talents with the witness of our faith. If you are interested in
being a greeter every couple of months, please speak with
Ron Nichols, Carol Stefanopoulos, or Tom Zaferes. For the
internet broadcast, simply take a chair next to the working
technician in the choir loft on a Sunday to learn more about
it.
Our next meeting is Saturday, March 10 at 9AM. We hope
to continue on the second Saturday each month. If you see
a need or opportunity that you think we can tackle, then
take the initiative and show us how to get it done. We
would welcome another opportunity for fellowship and
working together.
May you have a Great Lent!

Greeter Program Kicks Off
Our new Greeter Program has begun with the Program
kick-off on Sunday, Feb. 5, 2012. Tom Zaferes, our first
scheduled volunteer Greeter welcomed four visitors,
provided each with our visitor materials (visitor card,
refrigerator magnet, lapel emblem) as well as Liturgical
books for use during Liturgy. Additionally, Tom secured
two parishioners to sit with our visitors demonstrating
the value being placed on visitors and our values as Orthodox Christians. Following Liturgy, Fr. Bill used the
visitor information cards to publicly acknowledge our
visitors and added his personal welcome. Every aspect
of our new Greeter Program went according to plan.
For background, the planning phase of our Greeter Program included the establishment of a three member
Program planning team (myself, Carol Stefanopoulos
and Tom Zaferes), recruitment of volunteer Greeters (a
key element for program success), design and development of visitors materials, Greeter training and creation
of a Greeter staffing schedule for the entire year. Participation by Fr. Bill, Fr. Paul and Parish Council members demonstrates leadership commitment and support
essential for Program success. This support is much
more than verbal as the Parish Council members rotate
to staff one of the two Greeter roles each Sunday.
Finally, I want to again thank each and every one of our
volunteer Greeters. Their commitment and service as
stewards of the Program will sustain the effort today
and in the future.
Ron Nichols
Greeter Program Leader
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Creating Our Future Now
A community dinner of sharing faith, love, and legacy giving.
The Endowment Committee is pleased to announce our first annual fund raising dinner. It is scheduled
for Saturday, April 28th. Fellowship starts at 6:00 PM, dinner at 6:30 PM.
In recognizing the need to present our children, grand children, and great grandchildren with a strong
Church community in which to worship, grow spiritually, and share culture, we are hosting a Community
dinner entitled “Creating Our Future Now”. The dinner will be free of charge to the participants. The
evening will include a slide show during dinner depicting the history of our church. Father Bill, and representatives of the
community will be sharing how the church is a part of our lives and share a powerful future that we will all be creating. We
will also be sharing ideas on how to financially support this powerful future. We will be asking for a commitment to the
endowment fund. Our keynote speaker for the evening will be His Eminence, Metropolitan NICHOLAS. Please respond to
Eugene Nicholas at 591-0030 with your reservation requests. We are looking forward to an evening of sharing faith, love,
and legacy giving.

Forgiveness and Holy Lent
By: Rev. Fr. Paul Truebenbach
Before receiving Holy Communion during the Divine Liturgy, the priests ask forgiveness of one another, then of the entire
congregation. It is understood that in asking for forgiveness of any offenses, the priest must in turn forgive any who have
offended him. This practice – asking and giving forgiveness of offenses – is not limited to the priest; the Church teaches
that if someone refuses to forgive another of an offense, he/she should not approach Holy Communion. Why is this?
When receiving Holy Communion, we hear the priest say that the Sacrament is “unto remission of sins…” To seek forgiveness of sins without first giving it would be hypocritical, and based on Christ’s constant condemnation of the Pharisees as
“hypocrites,” we know that a hypocritical religious life is something abhorred by God. Thus, forgiveness is something absolutely essential to the Orthodox Christian life, and this is why Great and Holy Lent, a period of renewed and deeper repentance before God, begins with Forgiveness Vespers.
But how can we learn to forgive others? How can we do something that seems so difficult at times? Two points have always been helpful to me. First, in the Lord’s Prayer, we recite the words, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us.” St. Maximus the Confessor tells us that, in everything in life, we ought to try to be more like
God; we ought to strive for His holiness. In this one area, however, it is God Who will act like us. If we forgive others, God
will forgive us; if we refuse to forgive others, God will not forgive us. If we seek the love and forgiveness of God, then, the
only thing stopping it is our own hardheartedness. Second, it is always helpful to remember that when people wrong us,
St. Paul tells us to “bless them that persecute you; bless, and curse not” (Romans 12:14). Why should we bless them? Is
it just to be the “better person”? On the contrary, it is because they help us become holy. Elder Paisios tells us that, "He
who treats you unjustly is your benefactor. You should send him gifts and love him like a benefactor... A person who does
you good, you are obligated to, even in the next life as well as in this life. Whereas someone who treats you unjustly, gives
you benefit. He makes deposits for you in the divine savings bank." In other words, we have no opportunity to practice
the virtues and increase in love if we are not challenged; thus, we should thank those who give us such opportunities and
love them all the more.
If we have any grudges against anyone, let us love them and forgive them with all our hearts; thus, when the Light of Pascha shines within the Church, It will have no barrier to keep It from entering within our hearts!
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The Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
Commemorated on March 25
The Feast of the Annunciation is one of the earliest Christian feasts, and was already being celebrated in the fourth century. There is a painting of the Annunciation in the catacombs of Priscilla in Rome dating from the second century. The
Council of Toledo in 656 mentions the Feast. In 692 the Council in Trullo celebrated the Annunciation during Great Lent.
The Greek and Slavonic names for the Feast may be translated as “good tidings.” This, of course, refers to the Incarnation
of the Son of God and the salvation He brings. The background of the Annunciation is found in the Gospel of St. Luke (1:2638). The troparion describes this as the “beginning of our salvation, and the revelation of the eternal mystery,” for on this
day the Son of God became the Son of Man.
There are two main components to the Annunciation: the message itself, and the response of the Virgin. The message fulfills God’s promise to send a Redeemer (Genesis 3:15): “I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed
and her seed; he shall crush your head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel.” The Fathers of the Church understand “her
seed” to refer to Christ. The prophets hinted at His coming, but the Archangel Gabriel proclaimed that the promise is about
to be fulfilled.
We see this echoed in the Liturgy of St. Basil, as well: “When man disobeyed Thee,
the only true God who had created him, and was deceived by the guile of the serpent, becoming subject to death by his own transgressions, Thou, O God, in Thy
righteous judgment, didst send him forth from Paradise into this world, returning
him to the earth from which he was taken, yet providing for him the salvation of
regeneration in Thy Christ Himself.”
The Archangel Gabriel was sent by God to Nazareth in Galilee. There he spoke to
the undefiled Virgin who was betrothed to St. Joseph: “Hail, thou who art highly
favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most High: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David. And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
In contrast to Eve, who was readily deceived by the serpent, the Virgin did not
immediately accept the Angel’s message. In her humility, she did not think she
was deserving of such words, but was actually troubled by them. The fact that she
asked for an explanation reveals her sobriety and prudence. She did not disbelieve the words of the angel, but could not
understand how they would be fulfilled, for they spoke of something which was beyond nature. “Then said Mary unto the
angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” (Luke 1:34).
“And the angel answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin
Elizabeth hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with
God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.’
And the angel departed from her” (Luke 1: 35-38).
In his Sermon 23 on the day of the Annunciation, St. Philaret of Moscow boldly stated that “the word of the creature
brought the Creator down into the world.” He explains that salvation is not merely an act of God’s will, but also involves
the Virgin’s free will. She could have refused, but she accepted God’s will and chose to cooperate without complaint or
further questions.
Continued on Page 9
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Continued from Page 8

The icon of the Feast shows the Archangel with a staff in his left hand, indicating his role as a messenger. Sometimes one
wing is upraised, as if to show his swift descent from heaven. His right hand is stretched toward the holy Virgin as he delivers his message.
The Virgin is depicted standing or sitting, usually holding yarn in her left hand. Sometimes she is shown holding a scroll. Her
right hand may be raised to indicate her surprise at the message she is hearing. Her head is bowed, showing her consent
and obedience. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon her is depicted by a ray of light issuing from a small sphere at the top of
the icon, which symbolizes heaven. In a famous icon from Sinai, a white dove is shown in the ray of light.
There are several famous icons of the Annunciation. One is in the Moscow Kremlin in the Church of the Annunciation. This
icon appeared in connection with the rescue of a prisoner by the Mother of God during the reign of Ivan the Terrible. Another is to be found in the Dormition Cathedral in Moscow (July 8). It was originally located in Ustiug, and was the icon before which St. Procopius the Fool prayed to save the city from destruction in 1290. One of the most highly revered icons in
Greece is the Tinos icon of the Annunciation (January 30).
The Annunciation falls during Lent, but it is always celebrated with great joy. The Liturgy of St. Basil or St. John Chrysostom
is served, even on the weekdays of Lent. It is one of the two days of Great Lent on which the fast is relaxed and fish is permitted (Palm Sunday is the other).

SAVE THE DATE
The Annual Bridges Dinner
May 31st, 5:30 pm
at Paul Brown Stadium.
The awards dinner serves as BRIDGES’ major annual fundraiser to support programming and operations. At the Annual Dinner, BRIDGES also
celebrates the accomplishments of leading citizens who have made Greater Cincinnati a more
welcoming place to live and work, and who embody BRIDGES’ mission. For tickets and more information, contact Gus Perdikakis, Chair of
Bridges Board or Lew Assaley, Board Member.
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Transitions
FUNERALS:
Michael Triantafilou, age 80, on February 3, 2012.
George Revelos, age 82, on February 9, 2012, at Middletown, Ohio.

Parish People
Archon George Strike, chairman of the board, UC Health, will be honored at the 15th Annual Health Care Heroes Awards Dinner
on March 15th, 2012. George will receive the Business Courier’s 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award. The dinner will be held at
Hyatt Regency Cincinnati. Tickets are $85 each and will be available until March 8, 2012. Tables of (10) and sponsorship opportunities are available. For more information, please contact Lisa Muhlenkamp at Lmuhlenkamp@bizjournals.com.
Sylvia Suhar is extremely proud to announce the birth of her twelfth grandchild! A baby was born to her son, Sean and wife, April
Suhar on December 8, 2011. The baby is named, Caroline Rose. She is their third daughter.

PANEGYRI Parking Chairperson Needed!
Parking Chairperson! We are looking for a parish member or members to assume this important position. Last year our
General Chairman had to step up and take on the Parking Chairperson responsibilities adding to his many other responsibilities. We need to avoid this situation for Panegyri 2012. There has to be someone in our Parish family that could volunteer. It
can be a family that wants to help as a family with this year’s Panegyri. Please, consider volunteering for this vital part of the
Panegyri operation.
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The Annual Blood Drive
at Our Church on
THE SATURDAY OF LAZARUS
APRIL 7th, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The last day to donate Whole Blood was February
9. This is in preparation for our Church blood
drive on Saturday April 7. Every time you donate
you can mention that you are a member of Holy
Trinity-St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church. We
receive a certificate each year and show our Orthodox philanthropy in the larger Cincinnati community. Please contact Jim Raptis 513-754-8436
or our Church Office with any questions.

The Daughters of Penelope are having memorial and artoklasia services for Mothers' Day. Celebrate Mothers'
Day by remembering /honoring your mother, grandmother, aunt, sister, wife, or other any other woman in
your life. It is only $5 per name. Complete the form below and return it with your check to:
The Daughters of Penelope, 7000 Winton Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45224.
In Memory of:

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Submitted by: _________________________________________________________________________
Street Address, City, & Zip Code:___________________________________________________________
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2012 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH 2-21-12
Let’s make this year our most successful year ever!
Thank you for the continued support of our Church and her ministries.
Aamodt, Peter & Karen
Anagnostou, Emmanuel & Julie
Anastasiou, Demetra
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan & Terry
Antoniades, Anthony & Tracey
Apostol, Katherine
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Assaley, Lewis & Patricia
Arvanetes, Gregory & Sandra
Aziz, Steve & Leslie
Balkenbusch, Matt & Nicole
Batsakes, George P.
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Daniel & Karen
Beish, Lindsay & Digger Bujnoch
Belitsos, Helen
Bender, Robert & Kathy
Bikas, Michael & Anna Varypatakis
Blavos, Sylvia
Bottomley, Stephen & Stephanie
Boulmetis, Samuel N. & Anita
Boumis, Peter & Kimberly
Bouras, Peter & Anna
Brown, Bryan & Nickie
Brown, William & George-Ann
Callos, Harry & Angie
Caneris, Anthony & Antoinette
Caneris, Dr. Onassis A.
Carumpalos, Constantine
Cassis, Fr. William & Presvytera Anastasia
Chantilas, James & Dr. Lydia
Charnas, Terry & Koula
Chichura, Marcus & Michelle
Christman, Carl & Margaret
Christopoulos, Vassiliki
Christos, Mary M.
Chryssovergis, Chris & Cara
Chryssovergis, Leza & Joel Gulker
Colak, Tony & Joan
Colyer, Donna
Colyer, Jeff & Laura
Colyer, Keith & Diane
Condorodis, Anestis J. & Janeen D.
Cook, Frank & Karen
Coures, George & Joyce
Cranley, John & Dena
D'Orazio, Steve & Angela
Dadas, Alex & Rosalyn
Dargis, David & Melody
Demakes, Mina
Dimitroff, Robert S.
Economacos, Tom & Jennifer
Economou, Robert
Edgington, Paul & Mary Lou
Fakoukakis, Emanuel & Susan
Francis, Dean & Kathy
Freudenberg, Grey & Eleni
Galanes, George
Gaier, Jeffrey & Chris Anne
Gaskins, Mark & Kristin
Gelis, James & Kathy
Georgacopoulos, Demetrios & Jaime
Georgeton, John C. & Ann

Georgiades, Peri & Cheri Rekow
Georgiton, Nick
Georgiton, Peter J. & Betsy
Georgostathis, Gus & Connie
Georgostathis, Joanne
Geromes, Alexander
Glaser, Brian & Stella
Gormas, Pete
Gortsas, Alex
Grammas, George & Pam
Greene, David & Maria
Gregory, Dean & Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas & Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Guethlein, Sophia
Haralamos, George & Eleni
Hayden, Jason & Rebecca
Herrmann, Dennis & Stacy
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Hodges, Nick & Millie
Ioannou, Maria & John
Ioannou, Michael & Meagan
Jones, Demus J. & Betty
Jones, Carolyn
Jones, James A. & Jo Ann
Jonson, Chris C. & Loy
Jonson, George N. & Sophia
Jonson, James G. & Thelma
Jonson, Luke & Lauren
Kalemanis, George & Nikki
Kambelos, John P. & Erato
Kambelos, Dr. Peter J.
Kanaris, Christos
Kanaris, Kostantinos & Katy
Kappas, James P.
Karampas, George & Diane
Karas, Bill J. & Lynn
Karas, Ted & Dixie
Karras, Giorgio & Erene
Kasprzycki, Peter & Edyta
Katsanis, Claire C.
Katsanis, James & Diane
Kehayes, Peggy
Kellaris, James & Janice
Kereiakes, James & Helen
Kladakis, John & Teddi
Knoll, Crystal
Kontonickas, Mary
Kontopos, Vagelis & Amanda
Koros, Kostas & Dina
Korvessis, Anthony & Georgia Lydia
Kostopoulos, Nikolaos & Dana
Kunkemoeller, Thomas & Janice
Frantzis, Kosta & Tammy
Kyrios, Tassos & Maria
Lambrinides, Ted & Kimberly
Lambrinides, Thomas J. & Mary Ann
Landers, Lauren
Leon, John & Sarah
LesChander, Scott L. & Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne & Peggy
Levenderis, Bill & Jill
Liaros, Vasilios & Evangelia
Liston, Robert & Eleni

Locklear, Ray & Niki
Love, David & Iris
Maleas, Pete C. & Pearl
Manolakas, Alexander & Vera
Marinakis, Bill D. & Evonne
Marinakis, Panagiota
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos
Mavridoglou, Michael & Laura
Mavridoglou, Nicholas & Jessica
McNulty, Robin & Melanie
Megois, Lee S. & Stephanie
Merianos, Ted
Meyer, Andy & Maria
Miller, Peter
Mirkopoulos, Nicholas & Mare
Mirkos, Steve & Edyta
Mirkos, Thomas & Marilyn
Misali, A. J. "Ike" & Marge
Misali, John P. & Deborah
Misali, Paul J.
Misali, Sam & Mary Jean
Moraites, Dr. Richard S. & Aphrodite
Muennich, Sam & Melissa
Murray, Stella P.
Naser, Jacoub & Dina
Neuendorf, David & Patricia
Nicholas, Eugene & Cindy
Nicholas, Nick & Helen
Nichols, Lee
Nichols, Ron & Philanthy
Niehoff, Barbara & Frank†
Nikias, Charles P. & Vicki
Nikias, Vasilia
Nitsis, Dimitrius & Leisa
Orphanos, Peter & Angela
Palassis, Nick & Maria
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Paparodis, Bess
Papathanas, Harry & Joyce
Pappas, Andrew S. & Julie
Pappas, Martha H.
Parsenios, Doris
Perdikakis, Gus G. & Jo Ann
Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Claire
Petkos, Joannis & Christina
Photos, Alta
Plomaritis, Peter & Elsa
Poneris, Constantino & Tara
Poplos, Theodore & Stephanie
Prasinos, Jim & Nicki
Priest, Daniel & Christina
Psihountas, Mary
Quill, Kevin & Mary
Ramstetter, Robert & Lisa
Randall, Paul & Dee
Reich, Joseph & Stacy
Riber, Sam & Filio
Riemann, Christopher & Blanca
Rodish, Peter & Suzanne
Romanos, Constantine & Carla
Saba, George & Youhana
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Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sakelos, John & Kathleen
Sampson, Angeline
Sansalone, Anthony & Angeleke
Sarakatsannis, George & Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. & Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Panny & Judy
Schneider, Elizabeth R.
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill & Julie
Schulte, Nick & Ianthe
Schultz, James & Sarah
Semertzides, Dr. John & Evie
Semertzides, Manos & Elizabeth
Semertzides, Nick & Eleni
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Seremetis, Stratin & Marjory
Sideris, Mina
Sideris, Nick & Jane
Siegel, August C.
Simos, Marianthi
Snider, Luke & Dacia
Snyder, Milan & Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas & Becky

Spanos, Van & Litsa
Spirtoff, John & Vicki
Stanifer, Randy & Eleni
Stathis, Angelos & Aspasia
Stathis, Lee & Evie
Stefanopoulos, Andrew & Carol
Stenger, Doug & Lauren
Stephan, Charles M.
Stephan, Melinda
Stephan, Michael
Stergiopoulos, Michael W. & Christina
Stergiopoulos, William M. & Janis
Storgion, John
Strike, George L.
Strike, Louis
Stringas, Emanuel & Katherine
Suhar, Sylvia
Tarazi, Lillian
Thomakos, Artemis
Trennepohl, Mike & Tina
Trester, Ron & Maria
Trivett, Michael & Matina
Trohanis, Mary V.
Valcarcel, John & JoAnne

March 2012
Vasiliou, Demetrios & Gloria
Vessey, Lenie
Vollhardt III, Arthur & AnnaMarie
Weis, Daniel & Anastasia
Weisenborn, Maria & Cary
Wilson, Wallace & Michelle
Xanthakos, Stavra & Helmut Roehrig
Zeilman, John & Anna
Zaferes, George P. & Diane
Zaferes, Patricia J.
Zaferes, Patricia P.
Zaferes, Thomas & Eleni
Zaferes, Toula
Zolotas, Pete & Papy

Stewardship Message
As much as we might groan and grumble about it, we know that paying taxes is
part of our responsibility as citizens of this country. Just as we should know that
as parishioners we have a responsibility to contribute to the financial support of
our parish. It is evident, however, from the strained and meager budgets on
which so many of our parishes operate that this is a sadly neglected area of our
Christian life. Why is this? And what can be done to correct it? Priests feel awkward about speaking on the subject: they do not want to be perceived as greedy
of filthy lucre; money tends to be a sensitive issue; people grow tired, even resentful of frequent appeals, and priests do not want to cause offense by suggesting that someone is not giving enough, or to imply that the Sacraments
carry a price tag. Parishioners, meanwhile, often do not know what is expected
of them in this regard: there are the token membership dues, but there are no
“rules” for financial giving, as there are for fasting, for example. Because such
giving is purely voluntary, we tend to give from our “surplus,” after our “real”
expenses have been met: food, utilities, health insurance, etc. It is all too easy to
assume that other parishioners are in a position to give more than us, and that
once we attain financial security we, too, will contribute more to the parish.
Those of us raised in the Church may harbor the attitude: the parish has
“always” been there; it has “always” managed to pay the bills; what comes in on
the collection plate is supplemented by the annual bazaar, and if something special is needed–say, a new set of vestments–the parish makes an appeal. Others
may have a spiritualized perception of the parish as a place where “laying aside
all earthly cares” includes financial concerns. Many of us give when we feel inspired to do so, and we may give very generously to some cause that strikes us
as being particularly worthy, but this does not fulfill our obligation to our parish,
which seldom figures as the recipient of such inspired giving. These various attitudes and haphazard practices are in large measure responsible for the financially constrained state of so many of our parishes today. Supporting one’s parish should be as much an accepted part of spiritual life as prayer and fasting. We
give not for the benefit of our parish – this is simply a consequence; we give for
the benefit of our souls. Our giving should be guided not by parish budgets but
by Biblical principles
Orthodox America: pramvir.com

Christ the True Vine

The parishioners listed here have
made a commitment and/or contribution towards 2012 Stewardship. If
you have not made your Stewardship
Pledge for 2012, we encourage you to
do so today. Pledge Cards are available through the Church Office or can
be obtained by contacting any member of the Parish Council or the
Clergy.
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Clergy
Presiding Priest: Very Rev. Father William Cassis
Assistant: Rev. Father Paul Truebenbach
Staff
Parish Administrator: Eugene Nicholas
Facilities Manager: Chris Jonson
Officers

Parish Council

Members

Christopher Chryssovergis, President

Frank Cook

Dr. Peter Kambelos, Vice-President

Brad Fielden

Nick Georgiton, Treasurer

Tasos Ioannides

Ianthe Schulte, Asst. Treasurer

George Kalemanis

Peter Aamodt, Secretary

Ron Nichols

Eleni Haralamos, Asst. Secretary

John Sakelos
Andrew Stefanopoulos

Organizations and Ministries
Philoptochos Society: Diane Kevin, President

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church at Cincinnati,
Ohio. Our Parish was founded in 1907
and serves Orthodox Christians
throughout the tri-state area. Our mission is to reach out to all members of
the Community by providing relevant
information on the religious, spiritual
and cultural life of the Parish; news on
the accomplishments of Parish members and organizations, and editorial
points of view.

Parish Choir: Janice Kellaris, Director
Cantors: Louis Kapourales, Tasos Ioannides
Altar Boys: Gus Siegel, Father William Cassis, Father Paul Truebenbach
Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, Director
Greek School: Alexander Christoforidis, Director
GOYA: Father Paul Truebenbach, GOYA Ministry Team
HOPE and JOY Groups: Father Paul Truebenbach, Ministry Team
Mothers Club: Catherine Stavros
AHEPA: Andrew Stefanopoulos
Daughters of Penelope: Melody Dargis, President

The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
March 4, 2012.
Submissions can be dropped off or
mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@gmail.com or
hchurch2@cinci.rr.com
Our Church website can be found
at
www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

Over 50s Club: Ann Jonson
Parish Bible Study: Father William Cassis
Orthodox Study Group: Father William Cassis

THANK YOU

Outreach/Samaritan Fund: Father William Cassis,
Father Paul Truebenbach, Eugene Nicholas
Agios Demetrios Society: Jim Grammas, Maria Panagis
PANEGYRI: Frank Cook
Parish Bookstore: Sadiq Silbak
Office Hours: Daily 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Worship Schedule: Matins, 8:15 a.m.; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Other Services as scheduled.
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For the most updated Calendar, visit www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2
7:00 p.m.
1st Salutations to the
Virgin Mary

4
5
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m.
Sunday of Orthodoxy
Grand Compline
Philoptochos
“Makaronatha”
Luncheon

6

11
12
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m.
St. Gregory Palamas
Grand Compline

13

7

14

25
26
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m.
The Annunciation
Grand Compline
John of the Ladder
Greek School Program

27

21

22

28
6:30 p.m. GOYA
Meeting

6:00 p.m.
Parish Council
Dinner and Meeting

6:00 p.m.
Pre-sanctified
Divine Liturgy &
Lenten Potluck

6:30 p.m. HOPE and
JOY Meeting

3rd Saturday of the Souls
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
and Memorials

10

16
7:00 p.m.
3rd Salutations to the
Virgin Mary

23

9:00a.m.
Men’s Ministry

17
12:00 p.m.
Over Fifty Club
6:30 p.m.
AHEPA Dinner-Dance
24

7:00 p.m.
4th Salutations to the
Virgin Mary

29
6:00 p.m.
Pre-sanctified
Divine Liturgy &
Lenten Potluck

3

7:00 p.m.
2nd Salutations to the
Virgin Mary

15
6:00 p.m.
Pre-sanctified
Divine Liturgy &
Lenten Potluck

6:30 p.m. GOYA
Meeting

20

9

6:00 p.m.
Pre-sanctified
Divine Liturgy &
Lenten Potluck

7:00 p.m.
Philoptochos
Meeting

18
19
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
7:00 p.m.
Veneration of the
Grand Compline
Holy Cross
St. John Oratorical
Festival

8

Saturday

7:00 p.m.
Panegyri Dancing

30
7:00 p.m.
The Akathist Hymn

6:00 p.m.
Vespers @ Dayton

31
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturday of the Souls (Psychosavvata)
“For You, O Christ our God, are the Resurrection, the Life, and the blessed
Repose of all those who have fallen asleep in the Faith and unto You we offer up glory, to the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen”.

February 18, 25, and March 3, 2012
Let us pray for the eternal memory and repose of:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Requested by:__________________________________________________
Parishioners wishing to have the names of their departed loved ones read during the Saturdays of the Souls are asked to
fill out the above form and return it to the Clergy as soon as possible.

