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OF DEATH
“He suffered and was buried. And He
rose again...” After the Cross, after the
descent into death there is the
Resurrection from the dead — that
principal, fundamental and decisive
confirmation of the Symbol of Faith, a
confirmation from the very heart of
Christianity. Indeed “if Christ is not risen,
then your faith is in vain.” These are the
words of the Apostle Paul, and they
remain fundamental for Christianity to
this day. Christianity is a belief, first of all
and above all, in the fact that Christ did
not remain in the grave, that life shone
forth from death, and that in Christ’s
Resurrection from the dead, the
absolute, all-encompassing law of dying
and death, which tolerated no
exceptions, was somehow blown apart
and overcome from within.
The Resurrection of Christ comprises, I
repeat, the very heart of the Christian
faith and Christian Good News. And yet,
however strange it may sound, in the
everyday life of Christianity and
Christians in our time there is little room

for this faith. It is as though obscured, and
the contemporary Christian, without being
cognizant of it, does not reject it, but
somehow skirts about it, and does not live
the faith as did the first Christians. If he
attends church, he of course hears in the
Christian service the ever resounding
joyous confirmations: “trampling down
death by death,” “death is swallowed up
by victory,” “life reigns,” and “not one
dead remains in the grave.” But ask him
what he really thinks about death, and
often (too often alas) you will hear some
sort of rambling affirmation of the
immortality of the soul and its life in some
sort of world beyond the grave, a belief
that existed even before Christianity. And
that would be in the best of
circumstances. In the worst, one would be
met simply by perplexity and ignorance,
“You know, I have never really thought
about it.”
Meanwhile it is absolutely necessary to
think about it, because it is with faith or
unbelief, not simply in the “immortality of
the soul,” but precisely in the Resurrection

Panegyri Update
The Panegyri is less than 4 weeks away! We hope that by the time you receive this all chair positions will have
been filled. Our marketing blitz has begun; check out the new media page on the website. The poster art is
complete thanks to the hard work of Loy Jonson, Kathy Burton and Linsey Gardner.
The pastry team has been working extremely hard to make sure everything is ready. Our sponsorship drive has been going well; as of May 12th we have received $7,700. This is 19% of our goal of $40,000.
Look for our last mailing to see which items are left. Please consider sponsoring an item if you have not
already done so. We hope that everyone will join us for coffee hour on June 6th to “Meet the Chairpeople”.
The final meeting will be on Monday June 14th at 6:30pm. All volunteers are encouraged to come to that final
meeting. Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the After Sale on Thursday July 1st starting at noon. We hope
to publish the leftover item list by Wednesday June 30th.
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of Christ and in our “universal resurrection” at the end of
time that all of Christianity “stands or falls,” as they say. If
Christ did not rise, then the Gospel is the most horrible fraud
of all. But if Christ did rise, then not only do all our preChristian representations and beliefs in the “immortality of
the soul” change radically, but they simply fall away. And
then the entire question of death
presents itself in a totally
different light. And here is the
crux of the matter, that the
Resurrection above all assumes
an attitude toward death and an
concept of death that is most
profoundly different from its
usual religious representations;
and in a certain sense this
concept is the opposite of those
representations.
It must be frankly stated that the classical belief in the
immortality of the soul excludes faith in the resurrection,
because the resurrection (and this is the root of the matter)
includes in itself not only the soul, but also the body. Simply
reading the Gospel leaves no doubt about it. When they saw
the risen Christ, the Apostles, as the Gospel says, thought
that they were seeing a ghost or a vision. The first task of the
risen Christ was to allow them to sense the reality of His
body. He takes food and eats in front of them. He commands
the doubting Thomas to touch His body, to be convinced of
the Resurrection through his fingers. And when the Apostles
came to believe, it is precisely the proclamation of the
Resurrection, its reality, its “bodiliness” that becomes the
chief content, power and joy of their preaching, and the main
sacrament of the Church becomes the Communion of bread
and wine as the Body and Blood of the risen Christ. And in
this act, says the Apostle Paul, “proclaiming the death of the
Lord, they confess His Resurrection.”
Those who turn to Christianity turn not to ideas or principles,
but they accept this belief in the Resurrection, this
experience, this knowledge of the risen Teacher. They accept
faith in the universal resurrection, which means the
overcoming, the destruction, the annihilation of death as the
ultimate goal of the world. “The last enemy to be destroyed
is death!” exclaims the Apostle Paul in a sort of spiritual
ecstasy. And on every Pascha night we proclaim, “O Death,
where is thy sting? O Hell, where is thy victory? Christ is
risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. Christ is risen,
and life reigns!” In this way the acceptance or nonacceptance of Christ and Christianity is essentially the
acceptance or non-acceptance of belief in His Resurrection,
and in the language of religious representations that means
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belief in the union in Him of body and soul, of which the
dissolution and ruination is death.
We are not speaking here about those who reject the
Resurrection of Christ because they reject the very existence
of God, i.e. convinced (or think that they are convinced)
atheists. The discussion concerns a quite different area. Of
much greater importance is that strange “obscurity” of faith
in the Resurrection, which I just mentioned, among those
very believers, those very Christians who connect in a
peculiar way the celebration of Pascha with the actual,
perhaps often subconscious, rejection of the Resurrection of
Christ. There has occurred in historical Christianity a sort of
return to the pre-Christian concept of death, which consists
of, first of all, a recognition of death as a “law of nature,” i.e.
a phenomenon inherent in nature itself, with which, for this
reason and no matter how frightening death might be, one
must “come to terms,” which one must accept. Indeed, all
non-Christian, all natural religions, all philosophies are in
essence occupied with our “coming to terms” with death and
attempt to demonstrate for us the source of immortal life, of
the immortal soul in some sort of alien world beyond the
grave. Plato, for example, and countless followers after him
teach that death is a liberation from the body which the soul
desires; and in this circumstance faith in the resurrection of
the body not only becomes unnecessary, but also
incomprehensible, even false and untrue. In order to
perceive the entire sense of Christian belief in the
Resurrection, we must begin not from that belief itself, but
from the Christian concept of the body and death, for here
lies the root of the misunderstanding even within
Christianity.
Religious consciousness assumes that
the Resurrection of Christ is first of all
a miracle, which of course it is. But
for
the
average
religious
consciousness this miracle is even
greater: the miracle of all miracles
remains “unique” so to speak,
pertaining to Christ. And since we
acknowledge that Christ is God, this
miracle ceases to be a miracle in a
certain sense. God is almighty, God is
God, God can do anything! Whatever the death of Christ
signifies, His divine power and might did not allow Him to
remain in the grave. Yet the fact of the matter is that all this
comprises only half of the age-old Christian interpretation of
the Resurrection of Christ. The joy of early Christianity, which
still lives in the Church, in her services, in her hymns and
prayers, and especially in the incomparable feast of Pascha,
does not separate the Resurrection of Christ from the
2|Page
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“universal resurrection,” which originates and begins in the
Resurrection of Christ.
Celebrating one week before
Pascha Christ’s raising of His
friend Lazarus, the Church
solemnly and joyfully confirms
that
this
miracle
is
a
“confirmation of the universal
resurrection.” But in the minds
of the faithful these two
inseparable halves of the faith —
faith in the Resurrection of
Christ and faith in the “universal
resurrection” initiated by Him —
have
somehow
become
disconnected. What remains intact is the belief in the rising
of Christ from the dead, His Resurrection in the body, which
He invites the doubting Thomas to touch: “Reach hither thy
finger, and thrust it into My wounds: and be not faithless,
but believing.”
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creation. It is that which entered the world, making it subject
to itself, but opposed to God and violating His design, His
desire for the world, for mankind and for life. It is that which
Christ came to destroy.
But again, in order not so much to understand, but rather to
sense, to feel this Christian interpretation of death, we must
begin by saying at least a few words about this design of
God’s, as much as has been disclosed to us in the Holy
Scriptures and revealed to its fullness in Christ, in His
teaching, in his death and in His Resurrection.

Now as for our mortal and final destiny and fate after death,
which we have begun to call the world beyond the grave, this
destiny and fate has gradually ceased to be interpreted in the
light of the Resurrection of Christ and its relation to it. As far
as Christ is concerned we confirm that He rose from the
dead, but as far as we ourselves are concerned we say that
we believe in the immortality of the soul, in which the Greeks
and Jews believed ages before Christ, in which to this day all
religions believe without exception, and for which belief the
Resurrection of Christ (however strange this may sound)
is even unnecessary.

This design may be simply and concisely outlined thus: God
created man with a body and soul, i.e. at once both spiritual
and material, and it is precisely this union of spirit, soul and
body that is called man in the Bible and in the Gospel. Man,
as created by God, is an animate body and an incarnate
spirit, and for that reason any separation of them, and not
only the final separation, in death, but even before death,
any violation of that union is evil. It is a spiritual catastrophe.
From this we receive our belief in the salvation of the world
through the incarnate God, i.e. again, above all, our belief in
His acceptance of flesh and body, not “body-like,” but a body
in the fullest sense of the word: a body that needs food, that
tires and that suffers. Thus that which in the Scriptures is
called life, that life, which above all consists of the human
body animated by the spirit and of the spirit made flesh,
comes to an end — at death — in the separation of soul and
body. No, man does not disappear in death, for creation may
not destroy that which God has called from nothingness into
being. But man is plunged into death, into the darkness of
lifelessness and debility. He, as the Apostle Paul says, is given
over to destruction and ruin.

What is the reason behind this odd bifurcation? The reason
lies in our concept of death, or better in a different concept
of death as the separation of the soul from the body. All preChristian and extra-Christian “religiosity” teaches that this
separation of the soul from the body should be regarded as
not only “natural” but also positive, that in this should be
seen a liberation of the soul from the body, which prevents
the soul from being spiritual, heavenly, pure and blessed.
Since in human experience evil, disease, suffering and the
passions arise from the body, the goal and meaning of
religion and the religious life become naturally the liberation
of the soul from this bodily “prison,” a liberation precisely in
death which allows it to attain its fullness. But it must be
most strongly emphasized that this concept of death is not
Christian, and furthermore it is incompatible with
Christianity, manifestly contradictory. Christianity proclaims,
confirms and teaches, that this separation of the soul from
the body, which we call death, is evil. It is not part of God’s

Here, I would once more like to repeat and emphasize that
God did not create the world for this separation, dying, ruin
and corruption. And for this reason the Christian Gospel
proclaims that “the last enemy to be destroyed is death.” The
Resurrection is the recreation of the world in its original
beauty and totality. It is the complete spiritualization of
matter and the complete
incarnation of the spirit
in God’s creation. The
world has been given to
man as his life, and for
this reason, according to
our Christian Orthodox
teaching, God will not
annihilate it but will
transfigure it into “a new
heaven and a new
earth,”
into
man’s
3|Page
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spiritual body, into the temple of God’s
presence and God’s glory in creation.
“The last enemy to be destroyed is
death…” And that destruction, that
extermination of death began when the
Son of God Himself in His immortal love
for us voluntarily descended into death
and its darkness, filling its despair and
horror with His light and love. And this
is why we sing on Pascha not only
“Christ is risen from the dead,” but also
“trampling down death by death…”
He alone arose from the dead, but He
has destroyed our death, destroying its
dominion, its despair, its finality. Christ

does not promise us Nirvana or some
sort of misty life beyond the grave, but
the resurrection of life, a new heaven
and a new earth, the joy of the
universal resurrection. “The dead shall
arise, and those in the tombs will sing
for joy…” Christ is risen, and life abides,
life lives… That is the meaning; that is
the unending joy of this truly central
and fundamental confirmation of the
Symbol of Faith: “And the third day, He
rose again according to the
Scriptures.” According to the Scriptures,
i.e. in accordance with that knowledge
of life, with that design for the world
and humanity, for the soul and body,

FATHER BILL’S RECOMMENDED READING
FOR June

Heaven’s Not a Crying Place
By Joey O’Connor
At some point, every child brushes shoulders with
death. A beloved grandparent passes away. A
schoolmate is tragically killed in an auto accident.
Mother or Father is diagnosed with a life-threatening
illness. Such situations naturally bring many crucial
questions to a child’s mind, questions that are
difficult to answer.
These difficult questions push us, as parents, out of
our comfort zones. But if our children are to develop
a healthy understanding of life and death, we must
be willing to answer their innocent questions about
eternal matters.
Writing with warmth and understanding, Joey O’Connor shows how to teach
children to trust God and celebrate life and to deal with, learn from, and have
hope in the face of death.
One reviewer wrote: “Joey O’Connor has succeeded in writing a sensitive,
compassionate book that helps parents not only cope with the difficult subject of
death with their children, buts helps them teach their children about death
within the larger scope of life. He emphasizes the important responsibility that
we have as parents for teaching our children about life and death as part of their
emotional and spiritual development, even though we don’t know all the
answers.”

This book is available in our Parish Bookstore.

for the spirit and matter, for life and
death, which has been revealed to us in
the Holy Scriptures. This is the entire
faith, the entire love, and the entire
hope of Christianity. And this is why the
Apostle Paul says, “If Christ is not risen,
then your faith is in vain.”
Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann
Russkaya mysl’, Nos. 3299, 3300, March
13, 20, 1980.
Translated from Russian by Robert A.
Parent

Our Mission
THE VOICE is the official monthly
newsletter of Holy Trinity-St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
at Cincinnati, Ohio. Our mission is
to reach out to all members of the
Community by providing: relevant
information on the religious,
spiritual and cultural life of the
Parish; news on the
accomplishments of Parish
members and organizations; and
editorial points of view.

The Deadline
The next deadline for submitting
news to the "Voice" is
July 1, 2010.
Submissions can be dropped off
or mailed to the Church Office or
e-mailed to
gopriest@cinci.rr.com or
hchurch2@cinci.rr.com.
Our Church website can be found
at www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org
4|Page
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Parish Council President's
Message
by Gus Perdikakis
The month of June is filled with graduation
celebrations and we would like to extend
congratulations to all the graduates of our church
community. Education was very important to our ancestors and early
immigrants to this country. It is a story repeated many times of how
these pioneers made enormous sacrifices so that their children would be
free to obtain a better education and have the opportunity for a better
quality of life than they were afforded.

Transitions
BAPTISMS:
The New Christian: Taylor Sophia
The Parents: Jacob and Miranda Rose
The Sponsor: Demetrios Evangelou
Date: April 17, 2010
The New Christian: Anastasia
The Parents Michael and Anastasia (Kavouras)
Stiegelmeyer
The Sponsors: Eric and Stacey (Bikas) Moeves
Date: May 8, 2010

I would like to share a piece of my late father’s history and sacrifice
written in his own words. Part of what follows is included with the George
and Eftehea Perdikakis memorial scholarship that has been awarded to a
deserving young man and woman graduate of our parish every year since
1975.
I was orphaned at the age of eight by the early death of my father,
Nicholas John, leaving my mother, Eleni, and four sisters in
Mousconicia, Asia Minor. We struggled to hold the family together,
the fate falling on me to fill my father’s role. With the curse of the
First World War, I tried any odd job to help the family survive. One
job was helping the underground with leaflets and newspapers
which resulted in my being jailed and beaten. The rest of the family
escaped to the island of Mytinili for safety. This was just prior to the
forced evacuation by the Turkish Government, leaving behind our
home and beautiful island. I risked my life to escape to Mytilini and
join my family. While fleeing I was practically naked and very lucky
to avoid capture, a mere moment deciding my life, family and future
fate.
A family friend spoke of America. I talked to my mother, her eyes
full of tears and motherly pain, of leaving to a new corner of the
earth. I, her sixteen year old son and only hope of a future, was left
to travel six thousand miles without a single relative. Standing at
the pier, I held my mother, trying not to bend to sorrow and hoping
she would survive. She died only a year after my departure to
America.
Dear graduates, as you celebrate your accomplishments and receive
deserved recognition of this important milestone, embrace your proud
parents that have made sacrifices to propel you to this important moment
in your lives. As you expand your reach towards your future goals,
continue to stay close to your church and Greek Orthodox faith as we
offer a prayer for the souls of those whose backs laid a foundation for
many of the blessings we all enjoy today.

WEDDINGS:
The Newlyweds: Lauren Sievers and
Loukas Jonson
The Sponsor:
Paul C. Jonson
Date:
April 24, 2010

FUNERALS
Dr. Leonidas Sarakatsannis, age 80, on April
14, 2010.
Bessie (Manoff) Gerros, age 94, on April 29,
2010.
Christos Tesseris, age 73, on May 5, 2010.
Lazaros Kanaris, age 91, on May 10, 2010
Dr. Varughese Mathew, age 74 on May 15,
2010.

May each of you be “Panta Axios”, always remain worthy!
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Parish People News

Our congratulations are extended to

Jonathon Louis Marrone, was born April 21, 2010,
to John James and Tai Nicole Marrone. Proud
grandparents are John and Jeri Marrone of
Cincinnati, Ohio and Genevie Lunsford of Fairfield,
Ohio; Dale Lunsford, now deceased, maternal
grandfather. Also, Jonathon was born on the proud
father’s birthday!

scholarships.

Dennis and Anastasia (Stacy) Herrmann are
extremely proud to announce the engagement of
their son, Nicholas to Jennifer Procopi on April 11,
2010. There will be a wedding in North Carolina
sometime next year.
Elizabeth Kavouras daughter of George and Fran
Kavouras would like to announce her engagement
to Michael Weckenbrock son of Mark and Barb
Weckenbrock. They are planning a November
wedding.
Carissa Wyatt who is graduating from
Lawrenceburg High School has been awarded the
prestigious four-year, full-tuition, Eli Lilly
Scholarship. She will attend DePauw University.
Proud parents are Antonia Batsakis Wyatt and
Gregory Wyatt. She is the granddaughter of Chris
and Lydia Batsakis.

the recipients of our 2010

AHEPA Scholarship: Demetri Trester;
Mothers Club Scholarship ---Theo Frantzis;
Perdikakis Scholarship---John Sakellariou;
Perdikakis Scholarship---Calista Sarakatsannis;
Gregory Family Scholarship---Samantha Gaier;
Gregory Family Scholarship---Steven Humbert;
All Saints Award---Demetri Trester;
GOYA Scholarship---Gus Nicholas;
Agios Demetrios Society Scholarship---Chris Vlachos;
Viola Christopher Memorial Scholarship---Angeliki
Sylvester;
Philoptochos Scholarship---Alexis Barnhardt;
Anestis and Janeen Condorodis Scholarship---Nickki
Frankenstein;
Holy Trinity Award---Gus Nicholas;
St. Nicholas Award---Lydia Kellaris;

Greekfest 2010

John C. Suhar Memorial Scholarship---Evie Kontopos;

Middletown

Janice Pantel Memorial Scholarship---Michelle
Papathanas;

Sts. Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church
2500 Grand Avenue,
Middletown, OH
July 23, 24 and 25

Nicholas P. Bogis Award---Demetri Trester;
Father Constantine and Presvytera Evelyn Mitsos
Scholarship:
John Sakellariou,
Marcus Geromes.

Eis Anotera!
6|Page
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Vacation Church School 2010

“Let’s Take a Walk through Our Orthodox Church”
Based on the book by Father Anthony Coniaris

Monday, July 26 – Friday, July 30
9:30 AM – 12:00 PM
We will discover the meaning and purpose of the Narthex, Nave, and Altar
Games

Songs

Stories

Crafts

Children Ages 4-12
(Older children are welcome to attend as assistants)
Cost: $5.00 per child
7|Page
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Another year of educating our youth has come to a close.
Our staff cannot educate without the dedicated families who
bring their children to church every week. Thanks for all of
your support throughout the year.
However, learning does not stop over the summer. We will
have Vacation Church School July 26 -30. Refer to the full
page ad with information about this event. Registration
forms are available in the church office. This is a great week,
full of fun and education. If you have not brought your
children before, consider doing so this summer.
In April, we held the St John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.
Peter Stanifer was our only participant. Peter advanced to
the district festival in Dayton, Ohio where he received
Honorable Mention. Peter's speech is printed below for your
reading pleasure. Be sure to thank Peter for representing
our parish so admirably.
SCS is always looking to expand the staff. For the 2010-2011
year we will need two teachers for the 3-year old classroom
and an assistant director. The assistant director would be
responsible for specific events held throughout the year and
helping with the Sunday operation of the SCS classrooms. If
you are interested in either of these opportunities or can
help SCS in any way, please contact Cara Chryssovergis at
513-777-8281 or chryssovergis@fuse.net.

Meaning of Resurrection Icon by Peter Stanifer
In the Icon of the Resurrection which adorns the altar of our
church, Adam and Eve represent humans and all of their sins.
When Adam and Eve defied the Lord and became sinners, all
of human-kind became sinners and we always will be
sinners. In the icon, Jesus’ lifting up Adam and Eve has great
significance and represents the Lord lifting the human race
away from their sins and into the hands of Jesus Christ.
Throughout history and especially at this time in history,
humans were and continue to be sinful. Around the time of
Jesus, the Israelites were not following the word of God, and
many were even worshipping false deities. They were going
to the temple on the Sabbath and worshipping the Lord as
they were supposed to, but when they were away from the
temple, the Israelites were not living as God wished for them
to be.
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Today, as well, many Christians do not follow the word of
God as they should when they are not in church. Our loving
Father knew that to rid humankind of their sins, he had to
send his son to save them. Even though it is over twothousand years later, as humans we still struggle to follow
His word. Today, we may not ignore God in the same way
that humans did in the times of Jesus, but we still ignore the
Lord by committing numerous sins in our daily life.
We as Americans are faced with struggles such as war,
obsession with money, and pop culture. Every day, humans
sin. It does not matter the era. This is why God sent His only
son to earth. Jesus did not die on the cross to save just the
sins of the Israelites. No. According to John, Jesus said, “I am
the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live.” God recognized that
humans always were, and will always continue to be sinners.
And we, as active Christians continue to need the
resurrection in our daily lives. When we get angry with
another person for driving too slow on our way to work, we
have sinned. When we do not properly study for a test and
get a bad grade even though our parents told us to be
prepared, we have sinned. When we make fun of another
person to make us feel better about ourselves, we have
sinned. The resurrection of Jesus allows us to be cured of all
of these sins that we commit every day of our lives. Without
the resurrection, we would all perish. Every single one of us.
Even the person who is always attempting to follow the word
of God is a sinner. All of us are sinners, whether in thought or
in deed.
This is why we still need to follow Christ’s teachings today
and continue to believe in His resurrection. The belief in the
resurrection without a doubt needs to be an active force in
our daily lives. As St. John the Chrysostom says, “For grace,
even though it be grace, saves the willing, not those who will
not have it, and turn away from it, those who persist in
fighting against it, and opposing themselves to it."
If we allow the belief in the resurrection to be part of our
lives, we allow God and salvation into our lives, but if we do
not, we open our lives to a great flood of evil. I would like to
leave you here today with the glorious hymn of the
resurrection of our Lord which I think successfully
demonstrates how His resurrection continues to live on
throughout all eternity.
“Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by
death, and to those in the tombs, granting life.”

8|Page
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OVER FIFTY CLUB…Ann Jonson

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE... Vera Manolakas

As usual, we had a delicious Easter luncheon prepared by
Alex, with the help of Brother Jim and Lew Parsenios. Thank
you. Also, thank you to Presvytera Cassis for speaking at our
luncheon about Easter in Greece. It was very informative
and interesting.

We’d like to thank everyone for their support of our
Mothers’ Day Memorial and Artoclasia. It’s a wonderful way
for us to celebrate Mothers’ Day by remembering our loved
ones. We’d also like to thank Father Bill and Father Ciprian
for performing the services.

We celebrated Harry and Angie Callos’ 60th wedding
anniversary. Congratulations!

On May 8, we had a testimonial dinner for our Grand
President, Elaine Sampanis and the Maids Grand President,
Sia Zois. Elaine, a West Chester resident, has been to so
many of our chapter meetings and events that, even though
her home chapter is Louisville, we consider her as one of our
own. Sia, of course is from Dayton.
The southwestern
chapters along with Louisville honored both Elaine and Sia.
The event, which was held in Kettering, was a beautiful affair
recognizing the accomplishments of two lovely ladies.

We had elections, and Ann Jonson, President, Jinny Balli, Vice
President and Koula Alex, Treasurer will continue for another
two years. We always welcome new members, young or old.
We donated $75.00 for the Panegyri program. Also, the
officers got together and decided to send $200 to the church
for our Easter offering, $100.00 for the Greek Family Fund at
Children’s Hospital and $25.00 to GOYA.
There is no luncheon in June. In July we will host a special
event.

PHILOPTOCHOS…Diane Kevin
Philoptochos would like to thank Mary Simos, Pat J. and Tina
Zaferes for chairing the brunch held Sunday of Pentecost,
May 23, 2010. It was a lovely display, with chicken croissant
sandwiches, fresh fruit and assorted Danish! Thank you to
everyone that helped with prep and clean up.
Our final meeting before summer break was held Tuesday
May 4, 2010. Membership appreciation was celebrated and
a group photo was taken. A gift was presented to Pana
Gregg. We wish Pana great joy with her family, and in all
future endeavors…we will miss you in the office! We thank
you for all of your hard work, love and dedication not only
with Philoptochos, but our entire Parish community.
We plan to have one or two summer outreach events, and
would like to get together to prepare personal care kits for
women in need in the Cincinnati area, possibly through
Church Women United. Information will follow in your
Sunday bulletin when plans are finalized.
Congratulations Matina Trivett who graduated from Xavier
University on May 16, 2010! A wonderful milestone has
been completed! We are very proud of you!
It was nice to see everyone at our meeting, and especially to
those of you who have not been able to attend as often!
Thank you for coming, and to the board – the wine, cheese,
and treats you prepared were delicious!

Our first ever Cystic Fibrosis Walk was a success. The walkers
enjoyed the camaraderie of everyone connected with the
walk and the fact that they were contributing to a good
cause. We are looking forward to next year.
In June we will be celebrating Fathers’ Day with Artoclasia
and Memorial Services. Don’t forget to remember the men
in your lives by stopping by the Daughters table or contacting
Helen Nicholas or Vera Manolakas.
We are sponsoring the Cooking Demonstrations for the
Panegyri this year. Daughters will also be participating in
the demonstrations. Stop by and see what we’re cooking!
And, of course, let’s all do our part to help with the Panegyri.

GOYA… Cindy Nicholas
GOYA would like to thank the entire community for the
support and participation on the third annual Taverna Family
Night. It was a successful event, and the funds will be used
for the Youth Ministry of our Church.
This year, GOYA will sponsor once again a booth at the
Panegyri Festival to support this great event that shapes our
identity as members of Holy Trinity - St. Nicholas.
Finally, the St. Nicholas Summer Camp will start as soon as
our Festival finishes. Even if our regular GOYA meetings will
resume in September, we will have various events and
activities throughout the summer.
See you all at Panegyri!

Have a lovely summer – and see you at Panegyri!
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AHEPA… George Karampas

Parish Master Calendar

The March 25th Greek Independence Day Dinner Dance was
the most successful in the last several years. We want to
thank all those who supported us and the Daughters of
Penelope for providing the pastries for dessert.
Before the March business meeting, Brother John Lazares
presented a synopsis of his book “Please Don’t Tell My
Mother” that was published a few years ago. At the April
meeting, Brother George Karampas presented his book “The
Immigrant.”
Over 200 people attended the lecture “Oracle of Delphi”
given by Professor John Hale of the University of Louisville at
the Cincinnati Art Museum. This event was sponsored by the
American Institute of Archeology, the Liberty Chapter of
AHEPA, and the Cincinnati Art Museum. Our chapter hosted
the reception following the lecture. This was part of our
chapter’s commitment to AHEPA’s objective of promoting
Hellenism, the Hellenic Culture and Ideals.
Education: Through the generosity of several past and
present parishioners and the Liberty Chapter itself there are
seven (7) scholarships in the AHEPA Scholarship Foundation
that are awarded in their name to deserving students on an
annual basis. We also offer up to three (3) scholarships
through our Church’s scholarship program.
These
scholarships are open only to sons and daughters of
Ahepans. This year Demetri Trester will receive a $1,000
scholarship from our church fund and also receive a
scholarship from the Buckeye Scholarship Foundation.
Philanthropy:
The Board of Directors of the Cincinnati
AHEPA Philanthropic Foundation met on April 12 and
decided to donate $450 to each of the following charities:
the Salvation Army, Boys Hope/Girls Hope of Cincinnati,
Clovernook Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired. St.
Aloysius Orphanage, the Buckeye Scholarship Foundation,
the American Farm School, Children’s Hospital, the
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, the Chris Demakes
Scholarship Fund at the University of Cincinnati and the
Arthritis Foundation. The Cincinnati Chapter will also name
the charities it chooses and the amounts to be donated after
their June meeting.

JUNE
Thursday, 17. 7:00 p.m. Parish Council Meeting
Monday, 21. No Parish Bible Study
Friday, 25.

PANEGYRI

Saturday, 26. PANEGYRI
Sunday, 27.

PANEGYRI

Tuesday, 29. Holy Apostles Peter and Paul.
8:15 a.m. Matins and Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, 30. The 12 Holy Apostles.
8:15 a.m. Matins and Divine Liturgy

JULY
Saturday, 17. Great Martyr Marina of Antioch.
8:15 a.m. Matins and Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, 20. Elijah the Prophet.
8:15 a.m. Matins and Divine Liturgy
Monday, 26. Vacation Church School
Tuesday, 27. Vacation Church School
Wednesday, 28. Vacation Church School
Thursday, 29. Vacation Church School
Friday, 30.

Vacation Church School
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2010 STEWARDSHIP LIST THROUGH MAY 10, 2010.
Let’s make this year our most successful year ever!
Thank you for the continued support of our Church and her ministries.
Aamodt, Peter and Karen
Abrames, Dora
Adinamis, George & Robyn
Alexandropoulos, Hattie
Amarantos, Terry and Gina
Anagnostou, Elias and Helen
Anastasiou, Demetra
Andreadis, Paul
Andreadis, Sophie S.
Andrews, Evan and Terry
Antoniades, Anthony G. and Tracey L.
Apostol, Katherine
Apostolides, Vasso A.
Argeros, Aristea
Arvanetes, Gregory and Sandra
Assaley, Anna
Assaley, Lewis and Patricia
Austin, Athena
Aziz, Steve and Leslie
Balkenbusch, Matt and Nicole
Balli, James and Virginia
Batsakes, Stephanie
Batsakes, George P.
Batsakes, Peter and Maria
Batsakis, Chris and Lydia
Batsakis, George C. and Amy
Beatty, Mark and Leni
Beish, Andrew
Beish, Dan and Karen
Beish, Lauren
Belitsos, Helen
Beltsos, Chris and Melissa
Beltsos, Paul and Jeanna
Beltsos, Sam and Esmine
Beltsos, Steven and Kanda
Bender, Robert and Kathy
Berndt, Philip
Betas, Jim & Stephanie
Betas, Maria
Bidzos, Vasiliki
Bikas, George M. and Anna
Birch, Brian and Maria Stamatakos
Black, William and Lenora

Blackstone, Mark and Angela D.
Blavos, Sylvia
Borod, Gregory and Gloria
Bottomley, Stephen and Stephanie
Boulmetis, Sam and Anita
Boulmetis, Stephen
Boumis, Peter and Kimberly
Bouras, Peter and Anna
Brausch, Robert and Julie
Brown, Bryan and Nickie
Brown, William and George-Ann
Brunson, Jason and Vasiliki
Burton, Matthew D. and Kathy
Caddell, Chris and Eleni
Callos, Harry and Angie
Caneris, Anthony and Antoinette
Caneris, Onassis A.
Caneris, Thomas and Joanna
Carey, Lee and Efstratia (Tula)
Carumpalos, Constantine
Cassis, Presvytera Anastasia
Chachoff, Nada
Chantilas, George
Chantilas, James and Lydia
Chichura, Marcus and Michelle
Christman, Carl and Margaret
Christofield, Chris
Christofield, George P. and Dorothy
Christoforidis, Alex and Jennifer
Christon, Angelos and Deanna
Christopher, Spiro and Olga
Christopoulos, Vassiliki
Christos, Mary J.
Christos, Mary M.
Christos, William P.
Chryssovergis, Chris and Cara
Cimarosti, Eugene and Helen
Colak, Tony and Joan
Colyer, Donna
Colyer, Jeff and Laura
Colyer, Keith and Diane
Condorodis, Anestis and Janeen

Condorodis, Constantinos J. and
Caroline
Cook, Barbara
Cook, Frank and Karen
Copetas, Theodore and Judy
Coures, George and Joyce
Cranley, John and Dena
D’Orazio, Steve and Angela
Dadas, Alex
Dargis, David and Melody
Demas, George P.
Demis, Lee and Elizabeth
Dimitroff, Robert S.
Economacos, Demetrios and Christine
Economacos, Eleni
Economacos, Tom and Jennifer
Economakis, Tina
Economou, Alex
Economou, Robert
Edgington, Paul, Mary Lou and
Jonathan
Edgington, Valerie and Robert Schwab
Elias, Michael E.
Elias, Nicholas and Monica
Elias, Tom and Tina
Ernst, James H. and Sue
Evangelou, Dimitri and Katie
Fawcett, Tracy and Jessica
Fekkos, Haralambos and Loella Ann
Ferraro, Chris and Eleni
Fielden, Brad and Tricia
Francis, Dean and Kathryn
Francis, Sharon
Frankenstein, George and Christine
Franklin, Gari
Freeman, Maria
Freudenberg, Grey and Eleni
Fritz, Margaret
Gaier, Jeffrey and Chris Anne
Galanes, George
Gaz, William “Buzzy”
Gelis, Despina
Gelis, Georgia
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Gelis, James and Kathy
Georgacopoulos, Demetrios and
Jaime
Georgeton, Chris P. and Barbara
Georgeton, John C. and Becky
Georgeton, John P. and Kimberly
Georgeton, Nickoletta
Georgeton, Peter C.
Georgiades, Peri and Cheri Rekow
Georgiton, John N and Jenny
Georgiton, Nick
Georgiton, Pete N. and Carol
Georgiton, Peter J. and Betsy
Georgopoulos, Tasos and Eileen
Georgostathis, Gus and Connie
Georgostathis, Gus and Elaine
Georgostathis, Maria
Georgostathis, Tasia A.
Georgoulakis, Athanasios and Sofia
Gerros, Carl and Mary
Ghiz, Paul G.
Glaser, Brian and Stella
Gormas, Pete
Gortsas, Alex
Grammas, George and Pam
Grammas, Peter and Panagiota
Gregg, Jeff and Pana
Gregory, Dean and Hedy
Gregory, Matula
Gregory, Thomas and Pamela
Gregory, Victoria
Guethlein, Sophia
Haddad, Saba and Elise
Hadzivrettas, George M. and Soultana
Haralamos, George and Eleni
Haralamos, Mike G. and Akrivi
Hayden, Jason and Rebecca
Herrmann, Dennis and Stacy
Hill, Ann “Tasha”
Hill, Charles
Himonidis, Chris and Ruth
Hinton, Chad and Lynne
Hock, Les and Jennifer
Humbert, Randy and Dede
Ioannides, Tasos and Anna
Jerow, James and Anthe
Jones, Albert and Carolyn
Jones, James A. Jo Ann

Jones, Demus J. and Betty
Jonson, Chris C. and Loy
Jonson, George N. and Sophia
Jonson, James G. and Thelma
Jonson, Loukas and Lauren
Kambelos, John P. and Erato
Kambelos, Peter J.
Kambelos, Stratos and Hope
Kanaris, Christos and Melpomeni
Kanaris, Konstantinos and Katy
Kanaris, Lazaros †
Kapourales, Harry and Vivian
Kappas, James P.
Karageorge, Dimitri and Athena
Karampas, George and Diane
Karas, Bill J. and Lynn
Karas, Katherine
Karas, Ted and Dixie
Karras, Giorgio and Erene
Kasprzycki, Peter
Katsanis, Claire C.
Katsanis, James and Diane
Katsanis, Perry
Kavouras, George and Fran
Kay, Shana
Kehayes, William
Kellaris, James and Janice
Kelley, Pauline and Michael
Kereiakes, James and Helen
Kevin, Patrick and Diane
Kindle, Jeffrey and Belinda
Kladakis, John and Teddi
Kolentse, George
Kolianos, George
Kontonickas, Mary
Kontopos, Pete and Katerina
Kontopos, Vangelis and Amanda
Korvessis, Anthony and Georgia
Koskinaris, Athanasios and Helen
Kostopoulos, Chris and Erin
Kramvousanos Family
Kranias, George and Litsa
Kranias, Efstratios & Amanda
Kurelis, Marilyn
Kurlas, Louise T.
Kyrios, Eleni
Kyrios, Irini
Kyrios, Tassos and Maria

Lagos, Tom and Matina
Lambrinides, Beulah
Lambrinides, Gregory T. and Erica
Lambrinides, Ted and Kimberly
Lambrinides, Thomas J. and Mary Ann
Landers, Lauren
Lazares, Gus J.
Lazares, John K. and Patricia
Leon, Gus A. and Kathryn
Les Chander, Scott and Alexandra
Leslie, Wayne and Peggy
Levenderis, Bill and Jill
Liaros, Vasilios and Evangelia
Liston, Robert and Eleni
Loukoumides, George and Stacey
Love, David and Iris
Maleas, Pete C. and Pearl
Maniates, Chris
Manolakas, Alexander and Vera
Marinakis, Bill D. and Evonne
Marinakis, George D. and Helen
Marinakis, George S.
Marinakis, Marina
Marinakis, Panagiota
Marinakis, Ted & Katie
Maris, George and Patricia
Mason, Shawn and Lea
Mathes, Robert and Dena
Mathew, Varughese† and Wanda
Mavridoglou, Anthony and Janette
Mavridoglou, George and Penny
Mavridoglou, Konstantinos and
Marion
Mavridoglou, Nicholas and Jessica
McDonald, Nicholas and Allison
McKay, Betty Jo
McKay, Jr., Ted
McLeish, David and Kiki
McNeal, Steve and Aimee
McNulty, Robin and Melanie
Megois, Lee S. and Stephanie
Merianos, Ted
Meyer, Andy and Maria
Mihou, Efterpy
Mintsoulis, Maria and Jack O’Banion
Mirkopoulos, Nicholas and Mare
Mirkopoulos, Stavros and Sophia
Mirkos, Thomas and Marilyn
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Misali, A.J. “Ike” and Margaret
Misali, John P. and Deborah
Misali, Paul J.
Misali, Sam and Mary Jean
Mitropoulos, Pete and Konstantina
Mokas, Tony and Mary
Moraites, Dena
Moraites, Richard and Aphrodite
Moraites, Steve
Morris, John and Christine
Moustakis, George and Frances
Muennich, Sam and Melissa E.
Murray, Stella P.
Nadaud, Catherine
Naser, Jacoub and Dina
Neuendorf, David and Patricia
Nicholas, Eugene and Cindy
Nicholas, Nick and Helen
Nichols, Lee
Nichols, Ronald D. and Philanthy K.
Niehoff, Frank and Barbara
Nikias, Charles P. and Vicki
Nikias, Vasilia
Nikolaidis, Nick and Linda
Nitsis, Dimitrius and Leisa
Orphanos, Peter and Angela
Palassis, Nick and Maria
Panagiotidis, Pantelis and Anastasia
Pangalos, Vincent and Billie
Panos, Aphrodite
Pantel, Alex E.
Pantel, Christopher
Pantel, John and Ana
Pantel, Nicholas J.
Papaioannou, Thomas and Mary
Papanikolaou, Evan & Evi
Papathanas, Harry and Joyce
Pappas, Andrew S. and Julie
Pappas, Martha H.
Parsenios, Doris
Parsenios, Lewis G.
Parthenakis, Nicholas and Angie
Pascal, Betsy
Pascal, James
Payiatis, Paul P. and Patricia
Perdikakis, George C. and Katie
Stanbery
Perdikakis, Gus G. and Jo Ann

Perdikakis, Lynn
Peters, Manuel and Claire
Petkos, Joannis and Christine
Petropoulos, Kosta and Tina
Photos, Alta
Pilipovich, George and Cynthia
Plomaritis, Peter and Elsa
Polychroniou, Constantine and
Christine
Poneris, Constantinos E. and Tara
Poneris, Nikitas and Rena
Ponticos, George D. and Laurie
Popescu, Bogdan and Valentina
Poplos, Theodore and Stephanie
Prasinos, Dino and Amy
Prasinos, James and Nicki
Prasinos, John and Zoe
Priest, Daniel and Christina
Proffitt, Steve and Laurie
Psihountas, Mary
Quill, Kevin and Mary
Ramstetter, Robert and Lisa
Raptis, James and Maria
Raptis, James and Olga
Riber, Sam and Filio
Richardson, Josh and Nicole
Rieman, Christopher and Blanca
Rodish, Peter and Suzanne
Romanos, Constantine
Romanos, Michael and Carla
Rombes, Tom and Angie
Rombis, Petros and Sofia
Rose, Marvin and Chrysoula
Rosenbaum, David and Maria
Ruch, John and Marigo
Ruppert, Timothy and Sia
Sakellariou, John and Pavlina
Sakellariou, Maria B.
Sakelos, John and Kathleen
Sampson, Angie
Sampson, Anthony and Mary Ann
Sansalone, Anthony and Keke
Sansone, Craig and Susie
Sarakatsannis, Chris N. and Judith
Sarakatsannis, George and C. Marie
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas J. and Vicki
Sarakatsannis, Nicholas L. and Carla
Sarakatsannis, Olympia

Sarakatsannis, Panny and Judy
Sarakatsannis, Spiros N.
Sarros, George H. and Alexandra
Schmitz, Thomas and Cathy
Schneider, Elizabeth
Schooley, Barbara
Schuler, Bill and Julie
Schutter, Mike and Lynne
Semertzides, John and Evangelia
Seremetis, Afrodite K.
Seremetis, Gregory
Seremetis, Lia
Seremetis, Peter D. and Janine
Seremetis, Stratin and Margeory
Shteiwi, Nazih
Siambekos, Steve and Laura
Sias, George N. and Kathy
Sideris, Antonios and Mina
Sideris, Danny and Amy
Siegel, August C.
Siegel, Daniel R. and Marianthi
Sifri, Edmond and Sally
Simos, Marianthi
Sims, David and Penelope
Singleton, Steven M. and Sandra
Snider, Luke and Dacia
Snyder, Milan and Elaine
Spanorigas, Nicholas and Becky
Sperelakis, Nicholas and Dolores
Stamatakos, Dino and Diamanto
Stamatakos, Gus and Vivi
Stathis, Angelo and Aspasia
Stathis, Lee E. and Evanthia
Stavros, Catherine
Stefanopoulos, Andy and Carol
Stergiopoulos, William M. and Janis
Stephan, Charles M.
Stiegelmeyer, Michael and Tasia
Storch, Mark and Angela
Storgion, John
Strike, George L.
Strike, Louis N.
Stringas, Emanuel and Katherine
Stroplos, Gus and Terry
Sylvester, Vince and Debi
Tassopoulos, Michael & Ritsa
Tefferi, Mebrat
Thomakos, Artemis
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A Stewardship
Message
... Chris Chryssovergis
Trennepohl, Mike and Tina
Trester, Ronald and Maria
Trivett, Michael and Matina
Tsolometes, James and Maria
Valcarcel, John and JoAnne
Vasiliou, Demetrios and Gloria
Vassil, William J.
Veres, Helen
Vessey, Lenie
Vidas, Alexandros and Tonya
Vidas, Angelis and Evridiki
Vidas, Cynthia
Vidas, Ethel
Vidas, Sofia A.
Vollhardt, Arthur and AnnaMarie
Watson, Douglas and Akrivi
Wilson, Wally and Michelle
Witt, Alan and Bessie
Xanthakos, Stavra
Young, Voula L.
Zaferes, George P. and Diane
Zaferes, Katherine (Tina)
Zaferes, Patricia J.
Zaferes, Patricia P.
Zaferes, Peter T.
Zaferes, Thomas and Eleni
Zaferes, Toula
Zaharopoulos, Antonios and
Dimitra
Zalants, Larry and Anitsa
Zarick, Rosemarie
Zigoris, Mark and Irene
Zika, Richard and Theodora
Zolotas, Angelo and Suzy
Zolotas, Pete and Papy

Did you know???
Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is not the only organization that
depends upon our stewardship. A portion of each member’s stewardship is
earmarked for the support of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. These
funds are sent directly from each member church directly to the Archdiocese. Our
community’s annual contribution amounts to $183 per family.
In a church with the size and significance of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
there are costs of administration in addition to the need for funding that supports
individual Parishes, the education of our children, the development of our Clergy, the
maintenance of Senior Residences, the sustenance of Hellenic College/Holy Cross and
a multitude of other ministries related directly and indirectly to the Church’s mission.
In order to understand what our individual $183 supports, take a look at the
Archdiocese’s website: www.goarch.org. The programs are necessary and numerous;
in addition to the administration of the Archdiocese, some of the programs supported
by our stewardship include the following …
International Orthodox Christian Charities, an organization that helps people
throughout the world in places like …
Greece - aiding farmers who lost everything in the 2007 wildfires
Lebanon - providing education to displaced school children
Ethiopia - providing medical care to people without such care through the
development of clinics and distribution of medical care and medicine
New Orleans - building houses for people displaced by Hurricane Katrina
These are a few examples of aid that IOCC has recently administered or managed.
Publication and circulation of “The Orthodox Observer,” the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese, print media with a circulation of 140,000. This newspaper presents
current news and events from the Archdiocese, Metropolises, parishes, ministries, and
organizations with the goal of becoming part of the life of Greek Orthodox faithful. It
bridges the enormous distance between the communities of the Archdiocese, reaches
the un-churched, and helps nurture an Orthodox identity among parishioners as it
keeps them informed about a myriad of subjects. The Observer’s bilingual content
addresses and affirms this identity.
The website is another service of the Archdiocese and is a world of information to
Greek Orthodox faithful, providing access to everything from the writings of the
church fathers to sample lessons for religious education efforts. The website is also a
resource to people interested in learning about our faith (either for the first time or to
enrich their current Orthodox faith.) The Archdiocese also hosts our local internet
ministry as well as those of other Parishes throughout the country.
These ministries are a small sampling of what our contribution to the Archdiocese
provides back to us and to people around the world. Our Parish’s contribution is a
form of “Organizational Stewardship”, which benefits not only our parish, but all of
our Orthodox brethren within the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The
benefit each of us receives far exceeds our individual family contribution of $183.
Please consider these good works when making or fulfilling your existing commitment
to Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church.
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THE HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL.
JUNE 29.
The divinely-blessed Peter was from Bethsaida of Galilee. He
was the son of Jonas and the brother of Andrew the Firstcalled. He was a fisherman by trade, unlearned and poor, and
was called Simon; later he was renamed Peter by the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, Who looked at him and said, "Thou art
Simon the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which
is by interpretation, Peter)" (John 1:42). On being raised by
the Lord to the dignity of an Apostle and becoming
inseparable from Him as His zealous disciple, he followed
Him from the beginning of His preaching of salvation up until
the very Passion, when, in the court of Caiaphas the high
priest, he denied Him thrice because of his fear of the Jews
and of the danger at hand. But again, after many bitter tears,
he received complete forgiveness of his transgression. After
the Resurrection of Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit,
he preached in Judea, Antioch, and certain parts of Asia, and
finally came to Rome, where he was crucified upside down by
Nero, and thus he ascended to the eternal habitations about
the year 66 or 68, leaving two Universal Epistles to the
Church of Christ.
Paul, the chosen vessel of Christ, the glory of the Church, the
Apostle of the Nations and teacher of the whole world, was a
Jew by race, of the tribe of Benjamin, having Tarsus as his
homeland. He was a Roman citizen, fluent in the Greek
language, an expert in knowledge of the Law, a Pharisee,
born of a Pharisee, and a disciple of Gamaliel, a Pharisee and
notable teacher of the Law in Jerusalem. For this cause, from
the beginning, Paul was a most fervent zealot for the
traditions of the Jews and a great persecutor of the Church of
Christ; at that time, his name was Saul (Acts 22:3-4). In his
great passion of rage and fury against the disciples of the
Lord, he went to Damascus bearing letters of introduction
from the high priest. His intention was to bring the disciples
of Christ back to Jerusalem in bonds. As he was approaching
Damascus, about midday there suddenly shone upon him a
light from Heaven. Falling on the earth, he heard a voice
saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" And
he asked, "Who art Thou, Lord?" And the Lord said, "I am
Jesus Whom thou persecutest; it is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks." And that heavenly voice and brilliance
made him tremble, and he was blinded for a time. He was led
by the hand into the city and on account of a divine
revelation to the Apostle Ananias, he was baptized by him,
and both his bodily and spiritual eyes were opened to the
knowledge of the Sun of Righteousness. And straightway- O
wondrous transformation! - Beyond all expectation, he spoke
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with boldness in the synagogues, proclaiming that "Christ is
the Son of God" (Acts 9:1-21). As for his zeal in preaching the
Gospel after these things had come to pass, as for his
unabating labors and afflictions of diverse kinds, the wounds,
the prisons, the bonds, the beatings, the stonings, the
shipwrecks, the journeys, the perils on land, on sea, in cities,
in wildernesses, the continual vigils, the daily fasting, the
hunger, the thirst, the nakedness, and all those other things
that he endured for the Name of Christ, and which he
underwent before nations and kings and the Israelites, and
above all, his care for all the churches, his fiery longing for
the salvation of all, whereby he became all things to all men,
that he might save them all if possible, and because of which,
with his heart aflame, he continuously traveled throughout
all parts, visiting them all, and like a bird of heaven flying
from Asia and Europe, the West and East, neither staying nor
abiding in any one place - all these things are related incident
by incident in the Book of the Acts, and as he himself tells
them in his Epistles. His Epistles, being fourteen in number,
are explained in 250 homilies by the divine Chrysostom and
make manifest the loftiness of his thoughts, the abundance
of the revelations made to him, the wisdom given to him
from God, wherewith he brings together in a wondrous
manner the Old with the New Testaments, and expounds the
mysteries thereof which had been concealed under types; he
confirms the doctrines of the Faith, expounds the ethical
teaching of the Gospel, and demonstrates with exactness the
duties incumbent upon every rank, age, and order of man. In
all these things his teaching proved to be a spiritual trumpet,
and his speech was seen to be more radiant than the sun,
and by these means he clearly sounded forth the word of
truth and illumined the ends of the world. Having completed
the work of his ministry, he likewise ended his life in
martyrdom when he was beheaded in Rome during the reign
of Nero, at the same time, some say, when Peter was
crucified.
Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone: First in prominence among
the Apostles, and teachers to the Universe, intercede to the
Master of all for peace in the world and for our souls great
mercy.
Kontakion in the Second Tone: O Lord, receive unto the
enjoyment of Your good things and Your rest, the steadfast
preachers of Godly words, the pinnacle of Your Disciples.
Receive their pain and death above every sacrifice, for You
alone know the hearts of men.
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